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We are a small local multi academy trust  
with a big vision. We believe that Learning  
Is For Everyone.

Learning from the Past - We recognise and 
celebrate the traditions of our families, cultures, 
schools, locality and all religions whilst holding 
broadly Christian values and British values.

Living in the Present - We see the importance of 
becoming self-aware, of the need to recognise 
the opportunities and dangers of the current 
time including issues raised by the internet and 
social media and the dangers of extremism. All 
those in our communities will be taught to care 
for others, to work hard, to remain positive and 
to enjoy the present.
 
Looking to the future - We will all seek to 
identify what we want to achieve in LIFE, to plan 
for our future, considering future possibilities, 
adding value to society, developing LIFE 
skills and an awareness of future education 
opportunities and the world of work.



The profile of our team is important to us and after  

an initial meeting we will ensure that the right 

personnel are matched to your needs. Right is a list  

of the services we offer. If you have any questions, or 

would like to discuss opportunities further, please do 

not hesitate to contact our Director of Support,  

Paul Claydon (pclaydon@lifeeducationtrust.com). 

We are able to offer the following:

· Coaching and/or Mentoring for Heads  

 of Department

· Whole Staff Training

· Data Analysis 

· Coaching and/or Mentoring for Staff  

 at all levels

· Whole School and/or Departmental Review

· Resource Analysis and Logistical Support

· Head Teacher Support and Strategic Planning 

· Middle & Senior Management Training    

 Opportunities 

· Bespoke packages to fit your needs

support
We are delighted to offer a team of  
professionals who can give bespoke support 
to your organisation.



Mr Julian Dutnall  
CEO/Director of Secondary

Julian studied Law at Exeter University and qualified 

as a barrister in 1996. After a year working as a Crown 

Prosecutor he completed a PGCE at Anglia Ruskin 

University and began teaching. He has taught in 5 state 

schools in 3 local authorities. At Chelmsford County 

High he was Deputy Headteacher when the school was 

graded Outstanding by Ofsted and gained the highest 

GCSE results in England in the January league tables.  

He started in 2011 as Headteacher at Frances Bardsley 

Academy, a Good school with Outstanding features.  

Julian holds a 1st Class honours degree in English, a 

Masters in Educational Leadership and the NPQH. He 

was the Joint President of the Association of State 

Girls Schools, has chaired the cross phase Havering 

Education Strategic Partnership and writes for the 

National Education Trust. 

Mr Paul Claydon 
English and Leadership Support

Paul is Director of Support for LIFE. He studied History 

and Literature at Essex University and completed a 

PGCE at Anglia Ruskin University.  Paul began teaching 

English in Essex in 2007. He has taught in 5 state 

schools, 2 of which were successful in moving out of 

Special Measures. 

At Chelmer Valley High School, he was Deputy Head 

of Sixth Form and Deputy Head of English  when 

the school was graded Outstanding by Ofsted and 

gained its highest GCSE results to date.  He worked 

as Head of Faculty at Frances Bardsley, securing the 

school’s best results at GCSE in English under the new 

specification to date. Paul then moved on to take 

on Leadership roles, supporting Primary Schools in 

their leadership and improving quality of teaching 

across the Academies, ensuring that they were able 

to secure improvements. Having enjoyed his time at 

Frances Bardsley Paul has returned to work as Lead 

Practitioner, coordinating and developing support 

work for schools in English, Maths and Science. 

Most recently, Paul has been working with Maths 

Departments to provide support and collaborative 

opportunities for Heads of Maths and NQTs. Paul is 

able to offer strategic and practical support, having 

successfully led English Departments and been part 

of Leadership teams since 2011. 

“Paul’s positive and supportive nature has led to a good 
working relationship, where I have felt comfortable asking for 

advice from someone who is more experienced in  
this role and has a proven track record.  In terms of raising 

standards, Paul has been able to make realistic suggestions that 
will have long term benefits to whole school progress.  Having 

the guidance of someone outside of this particular school 
environment has led to an objective approach where a neutral 

viewpoint is both trusted and respected.”  

The Albany School



Mr David Denchfield  
Executive Headteacher

After working in Banking for 5 years, David returned 

to full time education where he completed a 

BA (Hons) in Business Studies. Following this, he 

undertook a PGCE and began teaching in primary 

education. David has taught in 6 state schools in two 

authorities. Whilst working as Deputy Headteacher 

at Great Berry Primary in Essex, the school was 

graded Outstanding for the first time and is widely 

recognised as a lead primary in Basildon. The school 

also successfully converted to an academy during 

this time.

Upon completion of the NPQH, David was awarded 

his first headship at Benhurst Primary. Within his 

first year of headship, David successfully led the 

school from Requires Improvement to Good. Three 

years on, the school is now firmly working towards 

Outstanding. In 2014, Benhurst’s excellent work was 

recognised and the school expanded from 1½ FE to 

2FE. Benhurst Primary is now widely known for its 

forward-thinking ethos and has worked extensively 

with many local, national and international schools 

and businesses in its constant drive for excellence. 

David also held the position of Executive Headteacher 

for another local school during a period of prolonged 

absence of the substantive Headteacher.

David is an active member of the local Cluster group, 

has been a governor in four schools and holds a 

position on the Schools’ Funding Forum for Havering.

Mr Ian Gurman  
Director of Standards

Ian has over 30 years’ experience in education, in the 

UK and overseas. Having achieved a BA (Hons) in 

Economics and Geography (2:1) and a PGCE, he started 

his teaching career in 1980 but then spent much of 

the next decade travelling, living and working abroad, 

including teaching in Australia and Guatemala, where 

he became fluent in Spanish. From 1991 to 2008 he 

held middle and senior leadership roles in three Inner 

London secondary schools, as Deputy Headteacher 

in two schools, a period as Acting Head in one and 

achieving the NPQH. 

Since 2008, Ian has worked as a Senior Education 

Advisor for Havering Local Authority and for a national 

academy chain. His advisory work has been across the 

primary and secondary phases, specialising in data 

analysis and improving teaching and learning and 

school leadership. As well as carrying out in-school 

support, Ian has regularly delivered staff training at all 

levels, including to headteachers and governors. He 

has undergone Ofsted inspector training and supports 

schools through the inspection process, as well as 

carrying out school reviews. Ian is also an experienced 

governor, having served for eight years as a governor 

in a primary school and three years for a Sixth Form 

college.



Mrs Alex Lakhan  
Languages

Alexandra studied English Language, Literature and 

Civilisation at the University of La Sorbonne Nouvelle 

in Paris, and completed her degree as an Erasmus 

student in London in 2000. She went on to qualify 

as an MFL teacher in 2002 from the Institute of 

Education. While still a NQT, she started her Master 

of Teaching and obtained a Post-graduate diploma 

three years later. She has worked in Havering for the 

last 14 years, and in 2004 was Subject Leader for MFL 

for the Havering Beacon Partnership. She has been 

a Head of Department since 2005 and is now also 

a Lead Practitioner for MFL. She is a member of the 

Association of Language Learning (ALL). 

  

Mr Surinder Panesar 
Maths Support

Surinder has been involved in teaching and learning 

of Mathematics for the over 23 years.  He studied 

Mathematics & Physics (BSc), Control Engineering  

and ICT (MSc) and completed his PGCE at Kings 

College London.

Before moving into Senior Leadership, Surinder 

worked for four years as a LA Secondary Mathematics 

Consultant for Barking and Dagenham; during this 

time, his understanding of whole school and subject 

development was influenced by regular training 

through national and local initiatives.  This provided 

Surinder with opportunities to work with teachers  

(in and outside the classroom), subject teams, subject 

leaders and senior leadership.  The need to tailor the 

approach for each school was an essential learning 

curve, whilst maintaining the desired outcomes. 

Surinder had the opportunity to become a Trainee 

Ofsted Inspector (with Serco), which enabled him 

to support the work of the Senior and Middle 

Leadership teams to move the school from ‘Requires 

Improvement’ to ‘Good’.

 

Tom Garet 
Head of IT Services

Thomas is a certified and experienced IT Engineer 

who has been working for some of the biggest names 

in the industry for the last 20 years. 

Originally from France, he moved to Ireland in 1998, 

then to England in 2005. He has been working in 

the Education sector for the past 5 years, and is very 

aware of the importance of having an up to date, 

stable and operational system to be used by students 

and staff. 

He firmly believes that taking pride in looking after 

the IT structure for the LIFE Education Trust and 

providing the best possible Hardware and software 

tools will have a major impact on students’ results for 

the years to come 



Denise Broom
Business & Development Manager
Denise worked for Marks & Spencer, joining the 

graduate trainee programme at their Head Office in 

London.  This led to her appointment as Procurement 

Manager within the Food Division, securing contracts 

across all stores. 

She was recruited by the London Borough 

of Havering to set up the finance system and 

infrastructure at the Havering Sixth Form College, 

ready for its opening in 1991.  Staying within 

Havering, she moved to a secondary school and, as 

Bursar, took them through the Academisation process 

as one of the first converters.  During this time 

Denise studied for the Certificate in School Business 

Management (CSBM). 

Whilst at this school, Denise was seconded to another 

secondary school for one year, to review financial 

systems, processes and procedures, reporting directly 

to the London Borough of Havering. 

With the introduction of the National Funding 

Formula and the effect this will have on budgets, 

Denise and her team can support you by providing 

essential business and finance advice. 

This would include: 

· Healthcheck review of financial system

·  Value for money evaluation of existing contracts 

and recommendations for efficiency savings. 

·  Budget setting with particular emphasis 

on procurement, ensuring best value and 

specification in line with your strategy

·  Assessment of areas that will qualify for CIF bids 

assisting the school to secure funding

· Support to cover short term absence

· Support through Academy conversion

Case Study: 
Benhurst Primary School in Hornchurch.  
In their first year in the Trust the primary school had 

a forecast carry forward of £5k.  Working closely with 

the team, looking at efficiencies and procurement 

of supplies and services, the actual figure at the 

end of the year was £94k.  This has given the school 

confidence in their systems going forward to face the 

National Funding Formula as well as the opportunity 

to fulfil projects within the school that would not have 

otherwise been possible. 
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We are delighted to offer further  
bespoke support for your organisation

Whether that’s:

·  Support with the organisation of Primary School Sports days and other competitive opportunities  

and provide secondary students to help with the running of these events.

·  Offering support to new and existing Primary staff with the delivery of the Physical Education  

curriculum in the Primary schools.

·  Coordinating the provision of Secondary sports leaders to support the delivery  

of Primary School P.E. programme.

·   Coordinating the programme of Sports Leader training visits to the Primary Schools.

Talk to our Sports  
Co-ordinator
Sharon Chapman is an experienced PE 

teacher and has extensive knowledge of  

the Primary and Secondary Curriculum.  

She is able to offer mentoring and coaching 

as well as being able to offer support in 

coordinating events at any of our  

wonderful sports facilities.  

Email Sharon: schapman@fbaok.co.uk 

 

“The recent Games Skills  
Festival run by Sharon Chapman 

was very well organised and it was 
lovely to see the children enjoying 

themselves.  The FBA Sports Leaders 
were excellent role models” 

Dame Tipping, CofE Primary School 



·  FIFA Grade 1 Astroturf Pitch with 
floodlighting 

·    Main Hall (seating max 360 including 
balcony) Projector and sound system 

· Sports Hall 

·  Rose Gaughan Theatre (tiered seating 
for 200) Projector and sound system 

· Library – Projector and sound system

 

·  Drama Studio – projector and  
sound system 

·  Dance Studio – projector and  
sound system 

· Brentwood Road Gallery  

· Outdoor Netball/Tennis Court 

· Annual Summer School

Facilities Hire
We are proud to be able to offer a range of  
spaces both inside and outside for hire,  
short term or longer term. 

To hire any of our facilities or make an enquiry please email: info@lifeeducationtrust.com



FIFA Grade 1 
Astroturf Pitch with 
floodlighting 
The astro turf pitch is laid to 

FIFA standard and is floodlit. We 

are able to offer  four 5 a side 

pitches, two 7 a side pitches and 

a full size football pitch.

Main hall
The Main Hall can seat up to 360 theatre style (including the 

Balcony) and includes a stage with sound and projection 

and can be hired for receptions and other events.



Rose Gaughan Theatre  
Tiered seating for 110 with projection  

and sound system.

Sports hall 
The Sports Hall has five badminton courts, 

a full size netball court, four mini basketball 

courts and a full size basketball court with 

retractable basket.



Drama Studio
With projector and sound system. 

Library  
Alongside the fully stocked Library, a separate 

ICT suite for small group meetings fully 

equipped with sound and projection.



Brentwood Road Gallery
An ideal space to display and 

exhibit art work.

Dance Studio  
The mirrored Dance Studio has projection 

and sound system capability.



Outdoor Netball/Tennis Court  
New refurbished Netball/Tennis court.



LIFE Education Trust  
Brentwood Road 
Romford
Essex RM1 2RR

Tel 01708 463866 
info@lifeeducationtrust.com


