
Igbo 
           

 
 

The Igbo people (also spelled Ibo) are a meta-ethnicity, native 

to the present-day south-central and south-eastern Nigeria 

and also to Equatorial Guinea. 
 

The Igbo people are one of the largest ethnic groups in Africa. 

There is a population of around 35,500,000 living in Nigeria 

and 35,500 living in Equatorial Guinea. Large ethnic Igbo 

populations are also found in Cameroon and Gabon as well as 

outside Africa. 
 

The Igbo language is a part of the Niger-Congo language 

family. It is a tonal language. It is divided into numerous 

regional dialects.  
 

There are about 45,000,000 people in the world who speak 

Igbo.    



First words 
Welcome Nnọọ 

Hello Nnọọ 

Goodbye Ka ọ dị 

Yes Ee 

No Mba 

Thank you Daalụ 

Please Biko 

Good Morning ụtụtụ ọma 

Good afternoon ehihie ọma 

Come here Bịa ebe a 

Well done Ị mere nke ọma 

 

The Igbo language is a tonal language. Find out how this 

affects pronunciation.  

Try and guess how to pronounce these words. 

 

Now practice saying them.  



Numbers 1 to 10  
 

One  –   Otu 

Two  –   Abụọ 

Three  –   Atọ 

Four  –   Anọ 

Five  –   Ise 

Six   –   Isii 

Seven  –   Asaa 

Eight  –   Asatọ 

Nine  –   Itoolu 

Ten   –  Iri 

 

Practice counting to 10. 

Can you count backwards from 10 to 1  



 

Questions and answers 
 

What is your name? Kedu aha gị? 
My name is Phoebe. Aha m bụ Phoebe 

 

How old are you? Afọ ole ka ịdị? 
I am eight years old. Adị m afọ asatọ. 

 

How are you? Kedu ka ị mere? 
Very well. Ọ dị mma nke ukwuu. 

 

What is this? Kedu ihe bụ ihe a? 
This is a pencil. Nke a bụ pensụl. 

 

Do you understand? Ị ghọtara? 
I do not understand. aghọtaghị m 

 

 

Can you try to find how you might reply to these questions 

with different answers? 

 



Igboland 

 

Igboland in the Igbo language is Àlà Ịgbò. It is not actually a 

country but is the cultural region of the Igbo people within 

Nigeria in West Africa.  

It covers a total land area of 41,400 sq km in Southeastern 

Nigeria. Geographically, it is divided by the lower Niger River 

into two sections: an eastern (the larger of the two) and a 

western one. The area of Igboland contains an estimated 30 

million people, and is thought to be one of the most densely 

populated areas in Africa. 

From 1967 Igboland was involved in the Biafran War trying to 

gain independence as a region. It ended in 1970, when Nigerian 

government forces won meaning the region remained a part of 

Nigeria.  



Igbo flag 
 

  

 
The flag of the Republic of Biafra (1967–1970), is sometimes 

also regarded as the ethnic flag of the Igbo. 

The Pan-African flag, with three horizontal bands of red, 

black, and green, symbolize the common ancestry and political 

aspirations of all black people around the world. 

The red highlights the blood that links all people of African 

ancestry, as well as blood shed during slavery and liberation 

struggles around the globe. The black represents the 

affirmation of "an African nation State" and a symbolic 

ancestral connection to souls of years past. The green is for 

Africa's abundant natural wealth and resources, and its 

radiant future. The Biafran flag also included a rising golden 

sun and rays representing the eleven original provinces in the 

republic.  



Traditional Dress 
The traditional Igbo attire for men is usually called the Isiagu 

aka Chieftancy. It is a pullover shirt. It is usually worn on 

special occasions like weddings. The shirt may be long or short 

sleeved. Some shirts have gold buttons that are linked by a 

chain. There is usually a breast pocket on the front. 

It is worn with trousers and can be worn with either a 

traditional title holders hat (a fez named okpu agu or agwu), or 

with the traditional Igbo stripped men's hat (which resembles 

the Bobble hat). 

For women, an embodied puffed sleeve blouse (influenced by 

European attire) along with two wrappers (usually modern 

Hollandis material) and a head scarf are worn. 

 

Look at some pictures of Igbo clothing online. Design your own 

Igbo outfit. 



African fabric design 
African fabric tends to incorporate patterns and symbols 

which have interpretations and meanings. 

 

 

 

The Igbo people of Nigeria call this print ‘Eneke’ referencing a 

proverb from famous Nigerian author Chinua Achebe’s ‘Things 

Fall Apart’, where he explains that “Eneke the bird says that 

since men have learned to shoot without missing, he has 

learned to fly without perching.” 

 

Find some other images of African fabric and try to find the 

meaning. 

Design your own fabric and explain your own meaning for it. 

 



Religion 
While today many Igbo people are Christian, the traditional 

ancient Igbo religion is known as Odinani. 

In the Igbo mythology, which is part 

of their ancient religion, the supreme 

God is called Chineke ("great spirit"); 

Chineke created the world and 

everything in it and is associated with 

all things on Earth.  

To the ancient Igbo, the Cosmo is 

divided into four complex parts: 

Okike (Creation) 

Alusi (Supernatural Forces or Deities) 

Mmuo (Spirit) 

Uwa (World) 

 

Alusi, also known as Arusi 

or Arushi, are minor 

deities that are worshiped 

and served in Igbo 

mythology. There is a list 

of many different Alusi 

and each has its own purpose. When there is no longer need 

for the deity, it is simply discarded.  



Art 
Igbo culture is known for its visual art and culture.  

Igbo Art includes various types of masquerade, masks and 

outfits symbolizing people, animals or abstract conceptions. 

Igbo art is also known for its bronze castings found in the 

town of Igbo Ukwu from the 9th century.  

 

 

 

 

Challenge: Design and make a mask symbolizing people, 

animals or an abstract conception.  

  



Place of Interest 
Ogbunike Cave is located in a 

valley behind the Ogba  hills, Anambra 

state, in Southeastern Nigeria.  

The caves are a UNESCO heritage site. 

They are regarded as one of Nigeria’s 

greatest geographical masterpieces. 

Located in a valley blanketed by tropical rain forest, the 

collection of caves has been in use over centuries by local people 

for whom it has particular spiritual significance. The "Ime Ogba" 

celebration is undertaken every year to commemorate the 

discovery of the caves. 

In the past locals used the cave to hide from slave traders. 

The cave consists of a network of sandstone chambers and 

tunnels. The main cave consists of a massive structure with a big 

open chamber of about 5m high, 10m wide and 30m long at the 

entrance. There are ten tunnels at the main chamber leading in 

different directions. Within the various tunnels are big 

chambers and other tunnels of varying 

lengths, some of which are inter connected. 

The caves are occupied by a large colony of 

bats of various sizes. There are streams 

and body of water at various places. 

Entering the caves requires walking up a lengthy walkway made 

up of about 317 steps. Visitors must remove their shoes before 

entering the caves. 



Famous People 
 Chinua Achebe is a 

Nigerian novelist and 

author of Things Fall 

Apart, a work that in part 

led to his being called the 

“patriarch of the African 

novel.” 

Born in Nigeria in 1930, 

Chinua Achebe attended 

the University of Ibadan.  

 

In 1958, his novel Things Fall 

Apart was published. It went on 

to sell more than 12 million 

copies and has been translated 

into more than 50 languages.  

Achebe later worked as the 

professor of African Studies at 

Brown University in Providence, 

Rhode Island, USA. He died on 

March 21, 2013, at age 82, in 

Boston, Massachusetts.  

  



Did you know? 
The Igbo language has many dialects 

but most of its speakers are able to 

understand one another. 

 

Finding out: 
 What does the word dialect 

mean? 

 

 In different countries where they speak the same 

language there are often different dialects in the 

different places. Can you list differences between the 

American dialect and the British dialect of the English 

language? 

 

  



Did you know? 
The Igbo culture was historically an oral tradition. 

Oral traditions are messages that are transmitted orally from 

one generation to another. The messages may be passed down 

through speech or song and may take the form of folktales 

and fables, epic histories and narrations, proverbs or sayings, 

and songs. 

 
 

Finding out: 
There is a rich tradition throughout Africa of oral 

storytelling.  

 Can you find out about a story or song from the Igbo 

culture? 

 

 Practice telling stories without reading from a book 

  



Did you know? 
In the Igbo indigenous calendar, a week had four days, a 

month consisted of seven weeks and 13 months made a year. In 

the last month, an extra day was added. This calendar is still 

used in indigenous Igbo villages and towns to determine 

market days. 

 

An example of a month: Ọnwa Mbụ 

 

The days correspond to the four cardinal 

points: 

Afọ - north  

Nkwọ - south 

Eke - east  

Orie - west 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eke Orie Afọ Nkwọ 

  1 2 

3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 

27 28   

 Months (Ọnwa) Gregorian equivalent 

1 Ọnwa Mbụ (February–March) 

2 Ọnwa Abụo (March–April) 

3 Ọnwa Ife Eke (April–May) 

4 Ọnwa Anọ (May–June) 

5 Ọnwa Agwụ (June–July) 

6 Ọnwa Ifejiọkụ (July–August) 

7 Ọnwa Alọm Chi (August to early September) 

8 Ọnwa Ilo Mmụọ (Late September) 

9 Ọnwa Ana (October) 

10 Ọnwa Okike (Early November) 

11 Ọnwa Ajana (Late November) 

12 Ọnwa Ede Ajana (Late November to December) 

13 Ọnwa Ụzọ Alụsị (January to early February) 



The calendar is not universal or synchronized, so various 

groups will be at different stages of the week, or even year. 

 

Challenge: What would be some of the problems if 

every class in school used a slightly different calendar? 

 

The Igbo new year, starting with the month Ọnwa Mbụ (Igbo: 

First Moon) occurs on the third week of February, although 

the traditional start of the year for many Igbo communities is 

around springtime in Ọnwạ Ágwụ (June). 

 

 

Newborn babies were sometimes named after the day they 

were born on. Names such as Mgbeke (maiden [born] on the 

day of Eke), Mgborie (maiden [born] on the Orie day) and so on 

were common among the Igbo people. For males Mgbo is 

replaced by Oko (Igbo: Male child [of]) or Nwa (Igbo: Child 

[of]). An example of this is Nwankwo Kanu, a popular 

footballer. 

 

Challenge: Do you know what day of the week you were 

born on? How could you add it to your own name?  ie. MonToby 

or Tobymon. 

 

 

  



Did you know? 
 

The yam is very important to the 

Igbo as it is their staple crop. 

There are celebrations such as the 

New yam festival (Igbo: Iri Ji) 

which are held for the harvesting 

of the yam. 

 

The New Yam festival (Igbo: Iri ji) is celebrated annually to 

secure a good harvest of the staple crop. The festival is 

practiced in Nigeria and other West African countries. 
 

Yams are tuber crops. 

Besides being a very 

important staple food, 

they are also a crucial 

source of cash for 

farmers growing 

them. Unfortunately, 

the traditional cropping systems are unproductive and degrade 

soil. 

Yams also play a versatile cultural role: they are used in 

inaugural, wedding, and funeral ceremonies and whole yam 

festivals are organized before harvesting them. 

Challenge:  Find out how to prepare and cook yams. 

 


