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The Yoruba people are one of the largest ethnic groups in 

Africa, with the largest number in Nigeria. 

 

Yoruba is one of the major languages of Nigeria. It is spoken 

mainly in the south-western part of the country. Yoruba is also 

spoken in Togo and Benin. 

 

There are about 22,000,000 people in the world who speak 

Yoruba.    



First words 
Welcome Ẹ káàbọ̀ 

Hello Ẹ pẹ̀lẹ́ 

Goodbye Ó dàbọ̀ 

Yes Bẹ́ẹ̀ni 

No Bẹ́ẹ̀kó 

Thank you Ẹsé 

Please Jọ̀wọ́ 

Good Morning Ẹ kàárọ̣̃ 

Good afternoon Ẹ káàsán 

Come here Wá níbí 

Well done Ẹ kú isé 

 

The Yoruba language is a tonal language. Find out how this 

affects pronunciation.  

Try and guess how to pronounce these words. 

 

Listen to these words on the recording. Now practice saying 

them.  



Numbers 1 to 10  
 

One  –   Ení 

Two  –   Èjì 

Three  –   Èṭa 

Four  –   Èṛin 

Five  –   Àrún  

Six   –   Èf̣à 

Seven  –   Èje 

Eight  –   Èj̣ọ 

Nine  –   Èṣán 

Ten   –  Èẉá  

 

Practice counting to 10. 

Can you count backwards from 10 to 1  



 

Questions and answers 
 

What is your name? Kíni orúkọ̀ rẹ? 
My name is Phoebe. Orúkọ mí ni Phoebe. 

 

How old are you? Kíni ọjọ́ orí rẹ?  
I am eight years old. Ọ̣mọ ọdún mẹẹ̀wá. 

 

How are you? Sẹ́ dáda ni? 
Very well. Dáda ni. 

 

What is this? Kínì yí? 
This is a pencil. Òǹkọ̀wé. 

 

Do you understand? Ṣé óti yé ọ? 
I do not understand. Kò yé mi. 

 

 

Can you try to find how you might reply to these questions 

with different answers? 

 



Yorubaland 

 

 

Yorubaland is not actually a country. Yorubaland is the cultural 

region of the Yoruba people in West Africa.  

It spans across the modern day countries of Nigeria, Togo and 

Benin, and covers a total land area of 142,114 sq km. Around 

74.6% lies within Nigeria, 18.9% in Benin, and the remaining 

6.5% is in Togo.  

The area of Yorubaland contains an estimated 55 million 

people, the majority of this population being ethnic Yorubas. 

 

  



Yoruba tribal flag 

 

 

 

  



Traditional Dress 

 
 

Look at some pictures of Yoruba clothing online. 

Pick your colours and then colour in these outfits. 



 

 

 

 



Religion 
 

Across the Yorubaland region indigenous beliefs, Christianity, 

and Islam are all practised widely.  

 

The native Yoruba religion involves the worship of hundreds of 

gods. Some people mix their native religion with Christianity or 

Islam.  

 

Shango, the god of thunder 

and lightning, is prominent. 

 

 

What else can you find out 

about Shango or other native 

Yoruba religious beliefs? 

 

  



Place of Interest 
Erin-Ijesha Waterfalls (also known as Olumirin 

waterfalls) is located in Erin-Ijesha in Osun State, Nigeria.  

The waterfalls were discovered in 1140 AD. One story says it 

was found by one of the daughters of Oduduwa. Others say it 

was not his daughter but granddaughter Akinla who was the 

founder of Erin-Ijesha town. Another story claims that the 

waterfall was discovered by hunters.  

The fall features seven 

floors, on top of which 

the village Abake is 

located. 

The waterfall is said to 

have medicinal properties 

and people came from all 

over to drink from the 

waterfall and be healed. 

The Erin Ijesha 

Waterfalls is also a 

popular excursion point 

for schools around the 

vicinity. 

 



Places of Interest 
 

National 

Arts 

Theatre.  

 

 

 

 

This architectural spectacle was built in 1976 in preparation 

for the Festival of Arts and Culture in 1977. It is a national 

monument for the presentation, preservation and promotion of 

Nigerian culture and arts. It is located in Lagos city.  

 

 



Famous People 
Hakeem Kae-Kazim. Hollywood actor. He was born on October 

1, 1962, in Lagos State to Nigerian parents from Abeokuta, 

Ogun State. He has featured in several hit movies such as 

Hotel Rwandan, X-Men Origins: Wolverine, Pirates of the 

Caribbean: At World’s End and many TV series: 24, Lost, Law & 

Order, Criminal Minds amongst others. 

 

  



Did you know? 
The Yoruba language has many dialects 

but most of its speakers are able to 

understand one another. 

 

Finding out: 
 What does the word dialect 

mean? 

 

 In different countries where they speak the same 

language there are often different dialects in the 

different places. Can you list differences between the 

American dialect and the British dialect of the English 

language? 

 

  



Did you know? 
The Yoruba culture was originally an oral tradition. 

Oral traditions are messages that are transmitted orally from 

one generation to another. The messages may be passed down 

through speech or song and may take the form of folktales 

and fables, epic histories and narrations, proverbs or sayings, 

and songs. 

 
 

Finding out: 
There is a rich tradition throughout Africa of oral 

storytelling.  

 Can you find out about a story or song from the Yoruba 

culture? 

 

 Practice telling stories without reading from a book 

  



Did you know? 
 

When a child is born 

in Yorubaland, a 

naming ceremony is 

carried out after 8 

days. Close relatives 

are invited. 

 

 

 

Finding out: 
 What are some popular boys names and girls names in the 

Yoruba language? 

Find out what those names mean. 

What does your own name mean? 

 

 What happens at a Yoruba naming ceremony?  

Why is it such an important tradition? 

 

 Find pictures of a Yoruba naming ceremony. Write at 

least 10 sentences to describe what is happening and 

what you see in the pictures. 

 
 


