
Albania Independence Day 

and Flag Day 

28 November 

 

 

Commemorating the Albanian Declaration of Independence from 

the Ottoman Empire on 28 November 1912, and the raising of 

the Albanian flag in Vlorë. 

Flag Day also commemorates the day in which Skanderbeg 

raised the same flag in Krujë, on 28 November 1443. 

 



History 
At the start of the fifteenth century, the Ottoman Empire was 

expanding into South-Eastern Europe, invading and controlling 

numerous lands ruled by local kingdoms. By 1431, the Ottomans 

ruled most of modern-day Albania. 

In 1443, a local revolt was led by a deserter from the Ottomans 

called Skanderbeg. His heroic military campaigns to defend 

Albania against the Ottoman Empire meant that he became a 

national hero to the Albanians. Skandberg's stand against the 

Ottomans may have prevented them growing the empire further 

and into more western regions of Europe. 

Following Skanderbeg's death, Albania fell back under Ottoman 

control in 1479 and it remained a part of the Ottoman Empire 

until just before the start of World War 1. 

In the late nineteenth century, a wave of desire for nationhood 

swept across Eastern Europe and although Albania enjoyed a 

privileged position within the empire, it too had various uprisings 

against the Ottoman rule. 

The Ottomans were weakened by their defeat in the Balkan 

Wars. An Albanian uprising of 1912 led to the proclamation of 

independence by Ismail Qemali, the leader of the Albanian 

national movement, on November 28th 1912. 

  



Celebrating 
Independence Day and Flag Day are celebrated by Albanians all 

over the world wherever they are. It is a very important 

celebration for them. 

In Albania and Kosovo the day is celebrated as a public holiday. 

It is the first day of a two-day holiday. 

 

Independence Day is marked by a 

festive parade in Tirana. 

Different ceremonies and concerts 

are organized to celebrate the 

historic day of Independence.  

The Albanian flag is ceremonially 

raised in Tirana, Albania’s capital, with the presence of the 

President, Prime Minister, Tirana’s mayor, and other officials. 

They also visit the national martyrs’ cemetery.  

Concerts in the centre of Tirana 

feature famous Albanian singers 

and dancers.  

All Albanian cities are lit up in red 

and black. 

Albanians fill the main square in 

Tirana wearing red and black and 

waving flags. Some paint their 

faces black and red as well. 

 



Even in the coldest of winters, many people 

come out to the streets wrapped up in 

Albanian flags. 

Albanians place the red and black flag in 

their window or on their doorstep, and they 

wave the flag from their balconies. 

Many Albanians stay home and watch the ceremonies on TV. 

A giant cake iced to look like Albania’s 

flag.  

Or an Albanian flag 

pizza! 

 

 

 

Discussion: 

Why do you think people like to celebrate Independence Day? 

What do you think they are celebrating? 

Are you proud of the country you come from? Why? 

 

Challenge: 

As a class plan how to celebrate Albanian independence day. 

Think about how you might decorate the room, what to wear, 

and what special activities you could do? 


