
Romania 

 

Romania is located at the crossroads of Central, Eastern, and 

South eastern Europe. It shares borders with Bulgaria, 

Serbia, Hungary, Ukraine, and Moldova. It also has a border 

with the Black Sea. It is part of the continent of Europe. 

The capital and largest city of Romania is Bucharest. 

The country is known for the forested region of Transylvania, 

ringed by the Carpathian Mountains. Its preserved medieval 

towns include Sighişoara, and there are many fortified 

churches and castles, notably clifftop Bran Castle, long 

associated with the Dracula legend. 

Romania is the twelfth-largest country in Europe and the 

seventh-most populous member state of the European Union. 

It is ranked as the 84th biggest country in the world (out of 

258 countries) with a total area of 238,397 sq km. It has a 

population of 21.3 million.   



Flag 

 

 

The national flag of Romania (Romanian: drapelul României) is a 

tricolor with vertical stripes, beginning from the flagpole: 

blue, yellow and red.  

Previously the flag also had a coat of arms in the centre. In 

December 1989, during the revolution at Timișoara, the 

protesters began waving flags with the Communist coat of 

arms cut out of the middle. The coat of arms was perceived as 

a symbol of Nicolae Ceaușescu's dictatorship. After that the 

coat of arms was removed leaving just the tricolor. 

This makes the flag the same as the flag of Chad (Africa) and 

very similar to the civil flag of Andorra. 

Historiography attributed the flag colours with the following 

meanings: "Liberty (sky-blue), Justice (field yellow), 

Fraternity (blood red)". 

 

  



Population 
People from Romania are called Romanians. 

The breakdown of main ethnic groups living in Romania are:  

Romanian 83.4%, Hungarian 6.1%, and Romani 3.1%.  However, 

Romani populations are usually underestimated in official 

statistics and may represent 5–11% of Romania's population. 

 

 

 

14.12% of people living in Romania are aged 0-14 years. 

10.31% of people living in Romania are aged 15-24 years. 

46.26% of people living in Romania are aged 25-54 years. 

11.73% of people living in Romania are aged 55-64 years. 

17.58% of people living in Romania are aged 65 years and over.  
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Romani 
Although there is a significant population 

of Romani in Romania they are distinct 

people groups and nations, and are not of 

the same ethnicity. Nor should the Romani be confused with 

modern or ancient Romans. In fact, the Romani, also known as 

Roma, are an Indo-Aryan people, originally from an area in 

northwest India and Northeast Pakistan called the Punjab. 

About 1,200 years ago, large groups of people moved away 

from the Punjab area. As they travelled they often earned 

their living as musicians and entertainers, horse-traders, 

blacksmiths, and craftspeople. Today the Roma live all over 

the world. 

Sometimes the Roma are called Gypsies, but many Romani don’t 

like that name because of the negative connections. 

Some Romani still live as nomads, moving 

from place to place. Travelling Romani 

traditionally live in a caravan. But more 

Romani communities have settled and 

found jobs where they live. 

 

Did you know: The Romani have 

many traditional dances and 

songs. At a Romani wedding the 

feasting, music, and dancing 

can last for three days! 



Big Cities 
Just over half (54%) of 

the Romanian population 

live in urban areas of 

towns and cities. 

Its capital and largest city 

is Bucharest.  

Other major urban areas 

include: Cluj-Napoca, 

Timișoara, Iași, Constanța, 

Craiova, Brașov, and Galați. 

Map of Bucharest 

Can you find these Bucharest landmarks on the map? 

The Arch of Triumph:       The Palace of Parliament: 

 

Romanian Athenaeum:         Mogosoaia Palace: 

 

 

 



River Danube 
The Danube is Europe's second-longest river, after the Volga. 

It is located in Central and Eastern Europe. 

 

It flows through 10 countries: 

Originating in Germany, the 

Danube flows southeast for 

2,850 km (1,770 mi), passing 

through or bordering Austria, 

Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, 

Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, 

Moldova and Ukraine before 

draining into the Black Sea. 

 

 

 

 

The Danube Delta is the largest 

river delta in the European Union. 

The greater part of the Danube 

Delta lies in Romania (Tulcea county), 

while its northern part, on the left 

bank of the Chilia arm, is situated in 

Ukraine (Odessa Oblast). 

  



Carpathian Mountains 
The Carpathian Mountains or 

Carpathians are a range of 

mountains forming an arc 

throughout Central and Eastern 

Europe. Roughly 1,500 km (932 

mi) long, it is the third-longest 

mountain range in Europe. 

The range stretches from 

the far eastern Czech 

Republic in the northwest 

through Slovakia, Poland, 

Hungary and Ukraine, 

Serbia, and Romania in the 

southeast. 50% of the 

Carpathian mountain range 

is in Romania. 

The Carpathians provide habitat for the largest European 

populations of brown bears, wolves, chamois, and lynxes, with 

the highest concentration in Romania, as well as over one third 

of all European plant species. The mountains and their foothills 

also have many thermal and mineral waters. 

  



Castles 
Romania is famous for its castles. The castles in Romania are 

rich in history and surrounded by beautiful natural sceneries.  

Discover some of the best Romanian castles, from the 

worldwide famous Peles Castle and Dracula's Castle to the 

imposing Corvin Castle, one of the largest in the country. 

Challenge: 

 Can you find these castles on a map of Romania? 

 How long did each castle take to build? 

 

Peles Castle:  

In Sinaia, Prahova County 

Constructed from 1873-1914 

 

Bran Castle (Dracula’s Castle):  

In Bran, Brașov County 

Constructed from 1211-1377 

 

 Corvin Castle: 

In Hunedoara, Hunedoara County 

Constructed from 1440-1446, 

1458-80, 17th century, 19th 

century.  



Money - Leu 
The leu is the official currency of Romania. It is subdivided 

into 100 bani, a word that also means "money" in Romanian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It became part of the EU on 1 January 2007, and has 

committed to adopt the euro once it fulfils the necessary 

conditions.  

Romania has set 2024 as its target year to adopt the euro. 

 

 

 



Traditional Costume 
Romanian Folk clothing is reserved for special occasions, 

holidays and folk dances and music. The style of dress is 

different for the various historical regions. 

 

A white shirt or blouse made from linen or wool is the basic 

garment for both men and women in Romania. Traditionally, 

men wear white pants, the white shirt, a hat, belt and 

overcoat. Women also wear a blouse similar to the men's shirts 

but longer. Skirts are woven with a pattern and often have 

embroidery and often are topped with a black vest. Women 

wear scarves or head coverings. 

   



Famous people - Simona Halep  
 

Simona Halep is a world famous tennis player. She is one of 

the most loved athletes from Romania. 

She was born in Constanța, Romania on 27 September 1991. 

Halep started playing tennis when she was 4 years old, and 

began practising twice a week with local coach Ioan Stan until 

she was 6, from which point on she practised daily. Although 

she focused on tennis, she also played football and handball 

while growing up. She became a professional tennis player at 

15. 

Simona Halep has won the French Open (2018) and Wimbledon 

(2019). She has been ranked world No. 1 in ladies singles twice 

between 2017 and 2019. In total, she has been No. 1 for 64 

weeks, which ranks tenth in the history of the Women's 

Tennis Association rankings. Halep was the year-end No. 1 in 

2017 and 2018. 


