
Kosovo 
The Republic of Kosovo is a 

small landlocked country in 

the Balkans. It shares 

borders with Serbia, North 

Macedonia, Albania, and 

Montenegro.  

Kosovo is a partially-

recognised state and disputed 

territory in South-eastern 

Europe. Kosovo declared 

independence from Serbia in 

February 2008, after years of strained relations between its 

Serb and mainly Albanian inhabitants. 

It has been recognised by the United States and major 

European Union countries, but Serbia, backed by its powerful 

ally Russia, refuses to do so, as do most ethnic Serbs inside 

Kosovo. 

The capital city of Kosovo is Pristina. 

Albanian and Serbian are both major languages spoken in Kosovo. 

The main religions in Kosovo are Islam and Christianity. 

It is ranked as the 168th biggest country in the world (out of 

258 countries) with a total area of 10,887 sq km. It has a 

population of almost 2 million.  

 



Flag 

 

The Flag of Kosovo is a blue background with a golden map of 

Kosovo and six white stars in an arc above it. The stars 

symbolize Kosovo's six major ethnic groups: Albanians, Serbs, 

Bosniaks, Turks, Romani, and Gorani.  

The flag was designed by Muhamer Ibrahimi. It was 1 of almost 

1,000 entries to an international competition which was 

organized by the United Nations-backed Kosovo Unity Team. 

Before Kosovo declared independence in 2008 it had come under 

the administration of the United Nations and used the UN flag 

for official purposes. However, the Serb and Albanian 

populations had used their own national flags for non-official 

purposes, and still sometimes do.  

  



Kosovo or Kosova? 
Internationally the country is known as Kosovo, which is the 

Serbian term for the region. Within the country among the 

Albanian population the name Kosova is more commonly used. 

 

Kosovo is in Serbian. It means “Land of the black birds.” 

 

Kosova is in Albanian, which is the language of the local and 

indigenous people of the land: Albanians. It is the original name 

of the country and is inherited from Ottoman Language. It is 

like Deutschland and Österreich, for Germany and Austria, 

respectively. 

 

 

Challenge: 

Many names have a meaning. Can you discover the meanings of 

your first name and your surname?  

Design your own flag to reflect those meanings. 

 

  



Population 
Ethnic Albanians from Kosovo refer to themselves as Kosovar. 

Kosovo, a neutral term, is sometimes also used as a noun or 

adjective as in Kosovo Albanian, Kosovo Serb, Kosovo minority, 

or Kosovo citizen.  

 

 

 

24.07% of people living in Kosovo are aged 0-14 years. 

16.95% of people living in Kosovo are aged 15-24 years. 

42.56% of people living in Kosovo are aged 25-54 years. 

8.67% of people living in Kosovo are aged 55-64 years. 

7.75% of people living in Kosovo are aged 65 years and over. 
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Capital City - Pristina 
Pristina is the capital city and administrative centre of Kosovo.  

Take a tour of some of the sights, landmarks, statues and 

monuments found in Pristina: 

1-Mother Teresa Cathedral            

In 2017, twenty years after the death 

of St. Teresa of Calcutta, thousands of 

Christians and Muslims came together 

to celebrate the consecration, in her 

name, of this nation's first Roman 

Catholic cathedral. St. Teresa Cathedral 

is the only one in the world dedicated to the Albanian saint, who 

spent most of her life working in the slums of India. 

2-Turb of Sultan Murad The tomb of 

Sultan Murad and a museum dedicated to the 

history of Kosovo and the Balkans in general. 

It includes aspects of history, 

life, and culture under the Ottomans. 

3-Fatih Mosque The Sultan Mehmet Fatih Mosque, 

also known as the Imperial Mosque, was built in the 

fifteenth century. 

4-Newborn Monument This monument was 

unveiled on February 17th, 2008, the date that 

Kosovo declared independence from Serbia. It is 

symbolic of independence and the birth of a new 

nation. The intention is to repaint it every year 

on the 17th of February, so it would look 

different if you visited it again a year later. 



5-Skanderbeg statue This statue of one of 

Kosovo and Albania's great heroes from the 

past is situated at the top of the city’s large 

pedestrian boulevard. Skanderbeg’s heroic fight 

against the Ottomans in the Fifteenth Century 

made him a legend in Albania, Kosovo, and 

Macedonia. 

6-Statue of Mother Teresa This statue is set in 

the middle of Pristina along Mother Teresa 

Boulevard, a pedestrianised shopping area. The 

statue is set back from the main walkway with green 

trees and benches around it. 

7-Bill Clinton Statue Bill Clinton is beloved 

by Kosovo, because of his integral role in 

supporting Kosovo in the 1998-99 Kosovo war 

that eventually lead to Kosovo’s declaration of 

Independence. President Clinton came and 

spoke at the statue’s unveiling in 2009. The 

statue is eleven feet high and is on Bill Clinton 

Boulevard. 

8-Gazimestan Memorial at the Field of Blackbirds  

A monument to the Battle of Kosovo Polje —the 

Field of Blackbirds— in 1389. One of the 

largest battles ever fought in medieval Europe. 

On this site, just outside of Pristina, an alliance 

tried to block the northward advance of the 

invading Ottoman Turks. 



9-Clock Tower (Sahat Kulla) This 19th 

century clock tower is in the older, Ottoman 

part of the city. You may be able to find 

someone who will let you climb up to the top 

for a few coins. 

10-Heroinat Memorial This memorial, honours 

the sacrifice and contribution of all ethnic 

Albanian women during the 1998-1999 Kosovo War. 

The memorial is constructed of 20,000 medals 

which are each held out by different lengths. This 

allows the creation of the shape of the heroine’s 

portrait.  

11-National Martyr’s Monument This monument honours the 

Yugoslavs that died during the 

liberation of the region in World 

War II. The monument consists of a 

platform with a metal globe shape 

on a stick, surrounded by several 

concrete shells sticking out of the ground. 

12-Bear Sanctuary  

Located 20km outside of Pristina. 

This sanctuary is home to 19 

bears who were all rescued from 

captivity after it was no longer 

legal to keep bears. Here they have plenty of space, ponds and 

proper meals, and most of all, they are living in harmony with each 

other. 

  

  



Challenge: 

Which of those sights, landmarks, statues and monuments would 

you like to visit? Why did you pick those places?  

Can you find them on the map using the numbers? 

 

 

Plan a day trip in Pristina. Pick some places from the list to visit 

and using the map of the city write a timetable for your day.  

Remember to allow time to travel from one place to another. 

Don’t forget to plan times to eat as well. 

  



Money - The Euro 
The Euro is the official currency of Kosovo.  

 

Symbol: € 

The Euro is the official currency of 19 of the 27 member states 

of the European Union. This group of states is known as the 

Eurozone. 

Have you used the Euro on holiday? Where? 

How many of the 19 countries that use the Euro can you name? 

 

The euro is divided into 100 cents. 

 

The euro was introduced to world financial markets as an 

accounting currency on 1 January 1999 but physical euro coins 

and banknotes only entered into circulation on 1 January 2002.  


