
North Macedonia 
The Republic of North 

Macedonia was renamed in 

February 2019 (previously the 

Republic of Macedonia) 

following years of dispute 

with Greece over the name. 

North Macedonia is a small 

landlocked country in the 

Balkans. It shares borders 

with Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece, 

Albania, and Kosovo.  

The Republic of North Macedonia is located in the northern 

part of the area traditionally known as Macedonia. The Republic 

of North Macedonia occupies about two-fifths of the entire 

geographical region of Macedonia. The rest of the region 

belongs to Greece and Bulgaria. 

The capital city of North Macedonia is Skopje. 

The main religions in North Macedonia are Orthodox 

Christianity and Islam. 

It is ranked as the 150th biggest country in the world (out of 

258 countries) with a total area of 25,713 sq km. It has a 

population of 2,125,971.  

  



Flag 

 

The national flag of North Macedonia consists of a red field 

with a golden central disk and golden rays extending to the flag 

edges.  

The flag was designed by Miroslav Grčev and was adopted on 5 

October 1995.  

Its “golden sun” design is mentioned in the North Macedonian 

national anthem and appears in its modern coat of arms. 

  



History 
North Macedonia has a complicated history, having been 

controlled and divided many times by different empires and 

nations, before now declaring independence. 

500 years of Ottoman control across the region was brought to 

an end by the Balkan Wars (1912–13), after which Macedonia 

was divided among Greece, Bulgaria, and Serbia. Following World 

War I, the Serbian segment was incorporated into the Kingdom 

of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (renamed Yugoslavia in 1929). 

After World War II the Serbian part of Macedonia became a 

constituent republic within the Federal People’s Republic of 

Yugoslavia (later Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia). The 

collapse of Yugoslavia led the Republic of Macedonia to declare 

its independence on September 17, 1991. 

Now an independent nation they faced conflict between the 

different ethnicities living within the country. Greece also 

refused to recognise their use of the name Macedonia as the 

historic region includes areas which were now part of Greece. 



Population 
Around 65% of the population of North Macedonia are ethnic 

Macedonians. Ethnic Albanians make up a little over 25% of the 

population. 

 

 

 

16.16% of people living in North Macedonia are aged 0-14 years. 

12.65% of people living in North Macedonia are aged 15-24 

years. 

44.47% of people living in North Macedonia are aged 25-54 

years. 

12.55% of people living in North Macedonia are aged 55-64 

years. 

14.17% of people living in North Macedonia are aged 65 years 

and over.  
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Languages 
The main and official language in North Macedonia is 

Macedonian. Albanian is the biggest of the official minority 

languages. Other minority languages include Turkish, Romani, 

Serbian, Bosnian and Aromanian. 

The Macedonian language is written using its Cyrillic alphabet. 

This is the Macedonian alphabet with a guide to pronunciation: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Any other language spoken by at least 20 percent of the 

population in a region is also an official language, written using 

its own alphabet. Albanian is the only minority language 

extended to be an official language across the whole country. 

 

Challenge: 

Can you find out what alphabet type the other minority 

languages of North Macedonia use? 

  



Capital City - Skopje 
Skopje is the capital and largest city of North Macedonia. It is 

the country's political, cultural, economic, and academic centre.   

Skopje is located in the north of the country in the centre of 

the Balkan peninsula. The city was built in the Skopje valley 

along the upper course of the Vardar River, which flows into the 

Aegean Sea in Greece. The valley is approximately 20 kms (12 

miles) wide and is limited by several mountain ranges to the 

North and South. The City of Skopje stretches for more than 

33 kms (21 miles), but it is only 10 kms (6.2 miles) wide. 

The area of Skopje has been inhabited since at least 4000 BC. 

Remains of Neolithic settlements have been found within the 

old Kale Fortress that overlooks the modern city centre. 

Although Skopje has been destroyed many times through its 

history, it still has many historical landmarks which reflect the 

successive occupations of the city. Skopje has one of the 

biggest Ottoman urban complexes in Europe, with many Ottoman 

monuments still serving their original purpose. 



Kale Fortress 
The first fortress was built in 6th century AD on a land that was 

inhabited during the Neolithic and Bronze Ages (roughly 4000 BC 

onwards). It was constructed with yellow limestone and travertine, 

along with fragments of Latin inscriptions. Material for the fortress 

originated from the Roman city of Skupi, which was completely 

destroyed by an earthquake in 518. 

It was rebuilt around 1660. The fortress was partially destroyed 

yet again by an earthquake in 1963 but was recently reconstructed. 

 

  



Mount Korab 
The highest point in North Macedonia is Mount Korab (9,030 

feet, or 2,752 metres above sea level). It is located on the 

Albanian-Macedonian border. 

The Korab is the 18th most prominent mountain peak in the 

European continent. 

 

Each year on 8 September (Independence Day), a traditional 

international hiking is organized to reach the Summit of Mount 

Korab. 

  



Earthquakes 
Earthquakes occur relatively frequently in North Macedonia. 

Traversing the country from north to south is a series of active 

fault lines, along which earthquakes frequently occur. The most 

severe of these 

in recent 

history 

occurred at 

Debar in 1967. 

Skopje was 

largely 

destroyed by 

an earthquake 

in 1963. 

 

The mobility of Earth’s 

crust has also created 

two tectonic lakes, 

Prespa and Ohrid, in the 

southwest and has 

resulted in the 

formation of several 

mineral springs and hot 

springs. 

 



The Denar 
The Denar is the official currency of North Macedonia.  

The currency symbol is ден (the first 3 letters of its name) 

 

  Coins used are 1, 2, 5, 10, 50 denari. 

Banknotes used are 10, 50, 100, 200, 

500, 1000 denari. The 2000 denari 

note is rarely used. 

 

 


