
China 
The People’s Republic of China is a large country in East Asia.  

 

 

 

 

 

It is the largest of all Asian countries and has the largest 

population of any country in the world. Occupying nearly the 

entire East Asian area of land, it covers approximately one-

fourteenth of the land area of Earth. Among the major 

countries of the world, the only countries bigger in area are 

Russia and Canada. China is almost as large as the whole of 

Europe. 

The country shares borders with 14 countries: Mongolia, Russia, 

North Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar (Burma), India, Bhutan, 

Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and 

Kazakhstan. China also faces South Korea and Japan, across the 

Yellow Sea, and the Philippines, which lie beyond the South 

China Sea.  



Flag 
The National Flag of the People's Republic of China is also often 

known as the Five-starred Red Flag. The flag is a Chinese red 

field with five golden stars (upper corner nearest the flagpole). 

The design features one large star, with four smaller stars in a 

semicircle on the side.  

The red represents the Chinese Communist Revolution and the 

five stars, and their relationships to each other, represent the 

unity of the Chinese people under the leadership of the 

Communist Party of China (CPC). 

It has been the national flag of China since the foundation of 

the People's Republic of China on 1 October 1949. 

  



Regions and Cities 
China has 33 administrative units directly under the central 

government; these consist of 22 provinces, 5 autonomous 

regions, 4 municipalities (Chongqing, Beijing, Shanghai, and 

Tianjin), and 2 special administrative regions (Hong Kong and 

Macau). The island province of Taiwan, has also been under 

separate administration since 1949. 

The capital city of China is Beijing (Peking), which is also the 

cultural, economic, and communications centre of the country. It 

mixes modern architecture and skyscrapers, with historic sites 

such as the Forbidden City palace complex and Tiananmen 

Square.  

Shanghai is the main industrial city, and Hong Kong is the 

leading commercial centre and port.  



Population 
People from China are called Chinese. 

One-fifth of humanity is of Chinese nationality. The great 

majority of the population is Han Chinese.  

 

 

 

17.29% of people living in China are aged 0-14 years. 

11.48% of people living in China are aged 15-24 years. 

46.81% of people living in China are aged 25-54 years. 

12.08% of people living in China are aged 55-64 years. 

12.34% of people living in China are aged 65 years and over.  
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National Animals 
China has 2 national animals: 

The national animal of China 

is the giant panda 

(Ailuropoda melanolueca), a 

bear native to south-

central China. It has large, 

black patches around its 

eyes, over the ears, and 

across its round body.  

It is a folivore, with bamboo shoots and leaves making up more 

than 99% of its diet.  

Numbers living in the wild are increasing. The giant panda has 

gone from being “endangered” to “vulnerable.” 

 

The Chinese dragon is a 

legendary creature appearing in 

Chinese mythology and folklore. 

The dragon has many animal like 

forms, including those resembling 

turtles and fish, but is usually 

depicted as a snake with four 

legs. 

 

Challenge:  

Can you draw your own dragon?  



Relief and Climate  
With China being so big it is not surprising that it is a highly 

diverse country. Its topography includes the highest and one of 

the lowest places on Earth, and its relief varies from nearly 

impenetrable mountain terrain to vast coastal lowlands. The 

climate ranges from extremely dry, desert-like conditions in the 

northwest to tropical monsoon in the southeast, and China has 

the greatest contrast in temperature between its northern and 

southern borders of any country in the world. 

The diversity of both China’s relief and its climate has resulted 

in one of the world’s widest arrays of ecological niches, and 

these niches have been filled by a vast number of plant and 

animal species. Almost all types of Northern Hemisphere plants, 

except those of the polar tundra, are found in China, and, 

despite the continuous inroads of humans over the millennia, 

China is still home to some of the world’s most exotic animals. 

 

Challenge: Can you make a list of, and draw pictures of, some of 

China’s plants and animals?  



The Great Wall of China 

Most of the Great Wall of China is located in Northern China. There 

are a few sections in southern China called the Southern Great Wall. 

The vast majority of the Great Wall we see today was built in the 

Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644). 

The Great Wall of China was built across many hundreds of years. It 

was built across the historical northern borders of ancient Chinese 

states and Imperial China as protection against various nomadic 

groups from the northern Eurasian Steppe. Several walls were built 

from as early as the 7th century BC. In c. 220 B.C., under Qin Shi 

Huang, sections of earlier fortifications were joined together to 

form a united defence system against invasions from the north. 

Construction continued during the Ming dynasty (1368–1644), when 

the Great Wall became the world's largest military structure.  

An archaeological survey 

found that the entire wall, 

with all of its branches, 

measures out to be 21,196 

km (13,171 mi). It was 

designated a UNESCO 

World Heritage site in 

1987.  



Tiananmen Square 
Tiananmen Square is an 

open square in the 

centre of Beijing, 

China. It is one of the 

largest public squares 

in the world.  

Tiananmen Square was 

originally designed and 

built in 1651. It was enlarged to four times its original size and 

cemented over in 1958. It covers an area of 100 acres (40.5 

hectares). Each flagstone is numbered which makes it easier 

during parades.  

 The square gets its name from the 

massive stone Tiananmen (“Gate of 

Heavenly Peace”; first constructed in 

1417)—once the main gate to the 

Forbidden City— which is situated at the 

northern end of the square. On a two-

tiered marble terrace in the centre of 

the square is a Monument to the People’s 

Heroes (completed 1958). 

  



Hong Kong 
It consists of Hong Kong Island, Stonecutters (Ngong Shuen) 

Island, and the New Territories, which include the mainland area 

lying largely to the north, together with 230 large and small 

offshore islands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hong Kong Island was originally ceded by China to Great Britain in 

1842. The southern part of the Kowloon Peninsula and 

Stonecutters (Ngong Shuen) Island (now joined to the mainland), 

were ceded in 1860. The New Territories, including the mainland 

area, together with 230 large and small offshore islands—were all 

leased from China for 99 years from 1898 to 1997.  

The Chinese-British joint declaration signed on December 19, 

1984, paved the way for the entire territory to be returned to 

China. This occurred on Tuesday 1st July 1997. 

The main dialect across Hong Kong is Cantonese Chinese.  



Chinese Dynasties 
Chinese dynasties, were hereditary monarchical regimes that 

ruled over China during much of its history. By tradition, the 

Chinese throne was inherited only by members of the male line – 

so, father to son. But there were numerous cases whereby the 

wife of the monarch or the empress dowager came to possess 

power at the expense of the monarchs. 

In general, people agree that the 6 greatest and most powerful 

Chinese dynasties in history are Tang Dynasty, Yuan Dynasty, Ming 

Dynasty, Han Dynasty, Qin Dynasty and West Zhou Dynasty. 

 

In order of rule: 

West Zhou Dynasty - The Zhou dynasty was the longest dynasty 

in the history of China, lasting almost 8 centuries in total. The 

first part of it, the West Zhou dynasty, was founded by Emperor 

Zhou Wuwang. Ruling from 1046 BC- 771 BC, this dynasty lasted 

for 275 years. Ever since the West Zhou Dynasty, China’s ethnic 

groups and tribes are constantly blending. The Chinese nation 

gradually formed. 

Qin Dynasty - The first feudal dynasty in Chinese history. Ruling 

from 221 BC- 207 BC, this dynasty lasted only for 14 years. It was 

founded by Emperor Qin 

Shihuang. Today, when people 

visit the Terracotta Warriors 

and Horses of Qin Shihuang, 

they can still imagine the 

power and splendour of the 

Qin Empire. 



Han Dynasty - The Huaxia people have been called the Han 

Chinese ever since the Han Dynasty. Ruling from 207 BC-220 AD, 

this dynasty lasted 427 years. It was founded by Emperor Han 

Gaozu. The traditional Han culture, represented by the Confucian 

culture, was formally formed. The two Han Dynasties also made 

great achievements in the field of science and technology. 

Tang Dynasty – Once the centre of the 

world and the height of Chinese economy, 

culture and political power. Ruling from 618–

907, this dynasty lasted 289 years. It was 

founded by Emperor Tang Gaozu.  

Yuan Dynasty – A nomadic people who 

conquered the world and built the largest 

territory in history. Ruling from 1271-1368, 

this dynasty lasted 98 years and united China again. It was 

founded by Genghis Khan. 

Ming Dynasty – Had the only ocean going fleet in the world, and 

also the most powerful fleet in the 15th Century. Ruling from 

1368–1644, this dynasty lasted for 276 years. It was founded by 

Emperor Ming Taizu. The Ming Dynasty was one of the most 

prosperous countries in the world in terms of industry and 

economy. 

  



Festivals and Celebrations 
Chinese New Year, also 

known as Spring Festival 

in China, or Lunar New 

Year, is China's most 

important traditional 

festival. It is also the 

most important 

celebration for families, 

and a week of official 

public holiday. Food plays 

an important role in Chinese New Year. They celebrate with 

decorations, lanterns and dragons, fireworks, and parades. 

 

 The Mid-Autumn Festival 

is also called the Moon 

Festival or the Mooncake 

Festival. It traditionally 

falls on the 15th day of 

the eighth month in the 

Chinese lunar calendar, 

which is in September or 

early October in the 

Gregorian calendar. It is 

celebrated with family members eating dinner together, sharing 

mooncakes, worshiping the moon with gifts, displaying lanterns, 

and other regional activities. 



The Harbin Ice and Snow 

festival is an annual winter 

festival that takes place 

with a theme in Harbin, 

Heilongjiang, China. It is 

now the largest ice and 

snow festival in the world.  

At first participants in the 

festival were mainly Chinese, 

however it has since become an 

international festival and 

competition. The festival 

includes the world's biggest ice 

sculptures. 

 

The Chinese Dragon Boat Festival, also known as Duanwu Festival, 

is a traditional and important celebration in China. China will have 

3 days of holiday. It’s a festival full of traditions and 

superstitions. Dragon boat racing is the most important activity 

during the Dragon Boat Festival. The wooden boats are shaped and 

decorated in the form of a Chinese dragon. The boat size varies 

by region, but generally it is about 20–35 meters in length and 

needs 30–60 people to paddle 

it. During the races, dragon 

boat teams paddle harmoniously 

and quickly, accompanied by the 

sound of beating drums. It is 

said that the winning team will 

have good luck and a happy life 

in the following year.   



Did you know… 
British actress Sally Phillips was born in Hong 

Kong. It was under British rule at the time. She 

came to the UK at age 13 to attend school. 

China only has one time zone. China is the 3rd largest country 

in the world and just slightly larger than the mainland US (which 

has 6 time zones). And yet, it uses Beijing Standard Time across 

all the 9.6 million square meter soil. As a result, the Sun rises 

around 10am in Xinjiang - China’s westernmost province. 

Football originated in China. These days 

China may not excel at footie, but it’s 

actually the birthplace of the game. Cuju, 

which literally means “kick the ball with 

foot,” was a popular game all the way back 

during the Han Dynasty (206 BC- 220 AD). 

Later, it spread to neighbouring countries 

like Japan, Korea and Vietnam. 

Everyone watches the same TV channel at 7pm. Every day at 

7pm, every TV channel is required to live broadcast the 30-

minute long news program by state-run China Central Television. 

And it's been that way since 1978. 

China has always played a big role in religion – out of China came 

Buddhism, Taoism, and Confucianism. Officially this is an atheist 

country. But the underground Christian population is growing all 

the time, and by 2030, China will likely overtake the US, with 

approximately 247 million people following Jesus. Right now, the 

US has about 246 million Christians.  



Religion 
China has always played a big role in religion, and religion a big 

role in the shaping of Chinese culture. Historically China has 

focussed on religio-philosophical traditions. Confucianism and 

Taoism (Daoism), later joined by Buddhism, constitute the 

"three teachings" that have shaped Chinese culture. 

 In 1949, the Communist Party took control in 

China. They wanted to get rid of all religion. In 

1950 all Christian missionaries were forced to 

leave the country. No lessons on religion were 

allowed in schools. China became officially an 

atheist country. 

Most Chinese citizens (including Communist Party members) 

practice some kind of Chinese folk religion, especially 

Confucianism. The government now formally recognizes five 

religions: Buddhism, Taoism, Catholicism, 

Protestantism, and Islam. In the early 

21st century there has been increasing 

official recognition of Confucianism and 

Chinese folk religion as part of China's 

cultural inheritance.  

 



Confucianism is an ancient Chinese belief 

system, which focuses on the importance of 

personal ethics and morality. Whether it is 

only or a philosophy or also a religion is 

debated. Mencius (or Meng Ke who lived 

from 372 to 289 B.C.E.) is the best-known 

Confucian philosopher after Confucius 

himself. 

 

Taoism is an ancient tradition of 

philosophy and religious belief that 

is deeply rooted in Chinese customs 

and worldview. Taoism is also 

referred to as Daoism, which is a 

more accurate way of representing 

in English the sound of the Chinese word. Taoism is about the 

Tao. This is usually translated as the Way.  

 

Buddhism encompasses a variety of 

traditions, beliefs and spiritual practices 

largely based on original teachings 

attributed to the Buddha and resulting 

interpreted philosophies. It was founded 

by Siddhartha Gautama (“the Buddha”) 

more than 2,500 years ago in India. 

Some Chinese folk religions have 

incorporated elements of Buddhism.  



Money  
China actually has two currencies. Confusingly, both are 

referred to as the Yuan or Renminbi and both have the same 

bank notes but, crucially, they are not worth the same and have 

different ISO codes. CNY is used for trading within China, and 

CNH is used for trading internationally. 

China’s currency is officially called the Renminbi, meaning “the 

people’s currency” in Mandarin, and the Yuan is actually the unit. 

It was first issued by the People’s Bank of China in 1948 and 

whilst the two terms are used interchangeably the relationship 

is similar to that of sterling and pounds in the UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banknotes are issued in denominations from 1 Fen to 100 

Renminbi. Some banknotes contain images of communist leaders, 

such as Mao Zedong, leader of China's communist revolution. 

Lower denominations often contain images of people dressed in 

traditional attire. 

 



Traditional Costume 
Cheongsam, also 

known as Qipao (旗

袍) in Mandarin, is a 

traditional dress 

that has its origins 

back in the 17th 

century. It is a 

body-hugging dress 

with distinctive 

Chinese features of Manchu origin. During the 1920s-1930s, it 

was called mandarin gown and popularized by upper-class women 

in Shanghai. 

 

The Tang Suit is 

not clothing from 

the Tang dynasty. 

The Tang dynasty 

was one of the 

most prosperous 

times in Chinese 

history. As a result, 

people usually use 

the word Tang to refer to traditional Chinese culture. Tang 

suits represent clothing of deep traditional Chinese cultures.  



Bruce Lee 
Lee Jun-fan, known professionally as Bruce Lee, was a Hong 

Kong and American actor, martial artist, philosopher, filmmaker, 

and founder of the martial art Jeet Kune Do.  

Lee was the son of Cantonese opera star Lee Hoi-Chuen. He was 

born in the Chinatown area of San Francisco, on November 27, 

1940, to parents from Hong Kong. According to the Chinese 

zodiac, Lee was born in both the hour and the year of the 

Dragon, which according to tradition is a strong and fortuitous 

omen. Lee and his parents returned to Hong Kong when he was 

three months old and he was raised with his family in Kowloon, 

Hong Kong. 


