
Pakistan Day 

23 March 

 

Pakistan Day is also known as Republic Day or Pakistan 

Resolution Day. 

It is a national holiday in Pakistan commemorating the Lahore 

Resolution passed on 23 March 1940 and the adoption of the 

first constitution of Pakistan.  

 

 

 

  



History 
Pakistan came into existence as a country in 1947. Until then, they 

were part of India under British rule.  

On the 22-24 March 

1940 the Muslim League 

held its annual meetings 

in Lahore, Punjab. It was 

led by Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah and the other 

Founding Fathers. They 

discussed the ongoing 

tensions between Hindus and Muslims and introduced the Pakistan 

Resolution. The Resolution did not mention Pakistan itself, but the 

document cemented the formation of a nation-state in South Asia 

as Pakistan. It reads: 

“No constitutional plan would be workable or acceptable to the 

Muslims unless geographical contiguous units are demarcated 

into regions which should be so constituted with such territorial 

readjustments as may be necessary. That the areas in which the 

Muslims are numerically in majority as in the North-Western 

and Eastern zones of India should be grouped to constitute 

independent states in which the constituent units shall be 

autonomous and sovereign.” 

The British plan to partition Indian subcontinent into two 

dominions - India and Pakistan, was announced on 3rd June 1947.  

In the event Pakistan was created on 14th August 1947. 

While Pakistan's Independence Day on 14th August celebrates its 

freedom from British Rule, the Republic Day celebrates of coming 

into force of its constitution. 



Symbols 
Minar-e-Pakistan (Pakistan Minaret) is a minaret (a type of 

tower) in Iqbal Park in the city of Lahore. It was built to 

celebrate the Lahore Resolution. The minaret is constructed 

where the Lahore Resolution was passed. This monument 

symbolizes a blossoming flower and reflects the blissfulness of 

independence. 

  



Official Celebrations 
Republic Day is celebrated every year and is a public holiday. 

 

As part of official 

celebrations Pakistan’s 

national flag is hoisted on 

public and governmental 

buildings at dawn on 

Pakistan Day.  

 

A 31-gun salute in 

Islamabad and a 21-gun 

salute in provincial 

capitals are fired.  

 

A change of guard occurs 

at the mausoleums of 

Muhammad Iqbal (known 

as Allama Iqbal) and 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

(known as Quaid-i-Azam or 

the Supreme Leader), 

followed by garlands being 

laid. 

  



The Republic Day Parade 
 

 

 

 

A main feature of Pakistan Day celebrations is a parade at 

Constitution Avenue in Islamabad. An award ceremony is 

organized where the president gives military and civilian awards 

to recognize recipients’ achievements and contributions to 

Pakistan. 

 

  



Celebrating 
Pakistan Day festivals, parties, national songs and debate 

competitions are featured throughout the day, which sees many 

people spend time with families, friends and loved ones.  

Pakistan Day specials are broadcast on radio and TV. Special 

prayers are offered for peace and prosperity. 

 

 

The photos show people in Pakistan celebrating Republic Day. 

What different ways are they celebrating? How do you think 

they feel? Can you imagine what the sounds and smells and 

feelings are in each celebration? 

Can you write about and describe each scene as if you were 

there with them? 

  



Discussion: 

Why do you think Pakistani people like to celebrate Republic 

Day? What do you think they are celebrating? 

Are you proud of the country you come from? Why? 

 

Challenge: 

How could you celebrate Pakistani Republic day? Think about 

decorations, what to wear, and what special activities you could 

do? 

 

 


