
Pakistan 
  

Pakistan, officially the 

Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan, is a country in 

South Asia.  

 

Pakistan has a 1,046-kilometre (650-mile) coastline along the 

Arabian Sea and Gulf of Oman in the south. It is bordered by 

India to the east, Afghanistan to the west, Iran to the 

southwest, and China to the northeast. It is separated narrowly 

from Tajikistan by Afghanistan's Wakhan Corridor in the 

northwest, and also shares a maritime border with Oman. 

The capital city of Pakistan is Islamabad, but the largest city is 

Karachi. 

It is ranked as the 33rd biggest country in the world (out of 258 

countries) with a total area of 881,913 sq km (340,509 square 

miles). It has a population of over 212.2 million people and is the 

5th most populous country in the world. It has the world's 

second-largest Muslim population. 

 



Flag 

 

The National Flag of Pakistan is made up of a green field with a 

tilted white crescent moon and five-pointed star at its centre, 

and a vertical white stripe at its hoist-end.  

The green represents the Muslim majority in Pakistan and the 

white stripe represents the various religious minorities. The 

crescent represents progress and the five-pointed star 

represents light and knowledge. The flag symbolises Pakistan's 

commitment to Islam and the rights of religious minorities. 

This flag was adopted when Pakistan became independent in 

1947. 

  



Languages 

 

Urdu and English are the two official languages in Pakistan. 

 

Recognised regional languages are: 

Punjabi (39%) • Pashto (18%) • Sindhi (15%) • Balochi (3%) 

 

Sub provincial languages are: 

 Saraiki (12%) • Shina • Kashmiri (0.17%) 

 

Other languages spoken include: 

Hindko • Balti • Pahari-Pothwari • Khowar • Burushaski • 

Kohistani • Wakhi • Yidgha • Dameli • Kalasha • Gawar-Bati • 

Domaaki • Kutchi • Memoni • Brahui  



Population 
People from Pakistan are called Pakistanis. 

 

 

 

36.01% of people living in Pakistan are aged 0-14 years. 

19.31% of people living in Pakistan are aged 15-24 years. 

34.7% of people living in Pakistan are aged 25-54 years. 

5.55% of people living in Pakistan are aged 55-64 years. 

4.44% of people living in Pakistan are aged 65 years and over.  
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City Life 
37.2% of the population in Pakistan live in towns and cities. 

Islamabad is the capital city of Pakistan, but it is not the 

biggest city in the country. 

In order of population the biggest cities in Pakistan are: 

 Karachi – 16,459 million  

 Lahore – 13,095 million  

 Faisalabad – 3,542 million  

 Rawalpindi – 2,281 million  

 Gujranwala – 2,290 million  

 Islamabad (capital) – 1,164 million  

 

Traffic jams can be a big problem in Pakistan’s big cities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose one of these cities to find out more about. 



History 
Pakistan became an 

independent country in 

1947.  

Prior to 1947 they were 

part of India under British 

rule. British rule in India 

can be traced back to the 

17th century.  

Divisions between Hindu 

and Muslims in the empire had been encouraged by the British 

‘divide and rule’ approach. Muslims were a minority in India and 

some leaders were worried about what an India dominated by 

Hindu rulers would mean for them. 

Due to the political unrest in the country, Britain decided that 

India would need to be partitioned to carve out a separate 

homeland for Indian Muslims. This would become Pakistan. Some 

provinces were given the right to choose which to join, while 

others were divided up – the provinces of Assam, Bengal and 

Punjab were each split in half, with one half going to India and 

the other to the new Pakistan. 

India and the new state of 

Pakistan were granted 

independence on 14 August 

1947, but were only made 

aware of the new borders    

two days after. 



The Lahore 

Resolution, also 

called Pakistan 

resolution or 

declaration of 

independence of 

Pakistan, was a 

formal political 

statement adopted by the All-India Muslim League during its 

three-day general session in Lahore on 22–24 March 1940. The 

resolution called for independent Muslim states.  Although the 

name "Pakistan" had been proposed by Choudhary Rahmat Ali in 

his Pakistan Declaration (1933), it was not until after this 

resolution that it began to be widely used.   



Minar-e-Pakistan  
(Tower of Pakistan) 

 Minar-e-Pakistan (Urdu: نارِ یم  (پاکستان 

is a national monument in Lahore. 

The tower was built between 1960 

and 1968 on the site where the All-

India Muslim League passed the 

Lahore Resolution on 23 March 

1940 - the first official call for a 

separate and independent homeland 

for the Muslims of British India. 

The tower reflects a blend of 

Mughal/Islamic and modern 

architecture. 

The base is about 8 metres above 

the ground. The tower rises about 62 metres above the base, the 

total height of the Minar is about 70 metres above the ground. The 

unfolding petals of the flower-like base are 9 metres high. The 

diameter of the tower is about 9.75 meters. 

At the base, there are floral inscriptions on ten converging white 

marble Commemorative plaques. The inscriptions include the text of 

Lahore Resolution in Urdu, Bengali and English, and Delhi 

Resolution's text, which was passed on 9 April 1946. On different 

plaques are other important inscriptions, including: Quranic verses 

and 99 names of Allah are inscribed in Arabic calligraphy, the 

National Anthem of Pakistan in Urdu and Bengali, excerpts from the 

speeches of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in Urdu, Bengali and English, 

along with few couplets of Allama Iqbal poems. 



National Days 
                 

 - Pakistan Day                

 - Independence Day       

 - Defence Day                

 - Kashmir Solidarity  

                            Day 

 

Pakistan day is celebrated every year on 23rd March. It 

commemorates the Lahore Resolution passed on 23rd March 1940, 

and the adoption of the first constitution of Pakistan during the 

transition of the Dominion of Pakistan to the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan on 23 March 1956. 

Independence Day is celebrated on 14th August as a national holiday 

commemorating the day when Pakistan became an independent and 

new nation, following the end of the British Raj in 1947. The main 

ceremony takes place in Islamabad, where the national flag is 

hoisted at the Presidential and Parliament buildings. It is followed 

by the national anthem and live televised speeches by leaders. 

Celebratory events and festivities for the day include flag-raising 

ceremonies, parades, cultural events, and the playing of patriotic 

songs. A number of award ceremonies are often held on this day, and 

Pakistanis hoist the national flag atop their homes or display it 

prominently on their vehicles and attire. 

Pakistan celebrates Defence Day on the 6th September every year 

as a national day to commemorate the sacrifices made by Pakistani 

soldiers in defending its borders. 

Kashmir Solidarity Day or Kashmir Day is a national holiday observed 

in Pakistan on 5 February since 2004.  



 Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah (Urdu: دمحم  

یعل  is the Great Leader, or (جناح 

the father of the Nation of 

Pakistan. He was a barrister, a 

politician and the founder of 

Pakistan. 

He was born 25th December 

1876 as Mahomedali Jinnahbhai, 

at Wazir Mansion in Karachi. 

Jinnah served as the leader of 

the All-India Muslim League 

from 1913 until the inception of 

Pakistan on 14 August 1947, and then as the Dominion of 

Pakistan's first Governor-General until his death on the 11th 

September 1948. He is revered in Pakistan as the Quaid-i-Azam 

("Great Leader") and Baba-i-Qaum ("Father of the Nation").  

His birthday is observed as a national holiday in Pakistan. 

 

 

  



Fatima Jinna 
Fatima Jinnah (Urdu: جناح فاطمہ;), widely 

known as Māder-e Millat ("Mother of the 

Nation"), was a Pakistani politician, dental 

surgeon, stateswoman, and one of the 

leading founders of Pakistan. Born on the 

31st July 1893, she was the younger sister 

of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder and 

the first Governor General of Pakistan, and 

then-President of Pakistan.  

After the independence of Pakistan, 

Jinnah co-founded the Pakistan Women's 

Association which played an integral role in the settlement of the 

women migrants in the newly formed country. She remained the 

closest confidant of her brother until his death. After his death, 

Fatima was banned from addressing the nation until 1951; her 1951 

radio address to the nation was heavily censored by the Liaquat 

administration. 

In 1965 she stood in the presidential election against military 

dictator Ayub Khan. She won two of Pakistan's largest cities, 

Karachi and Dhaka. 

She remains one of the most honoured leaders in Pakistan, with 

nearly half a million people attending her funeral in Karachi after 

she died 9 July 1967. Her legacy is associated with her support for 

civil rights, her struggle in the Pakistan Movement and her devotion 

to her brother. Referred to as Māder-e Millat ("Mother of the 

Nation") and Khātūn-e Pākistān ("Lady of Pakistan"), many 

institutions and public spaces in Pakistan have been named in her 

honour.  



Religion 
Pakistan is the only country to have 

been created in the name of Islam. 

Almost all of the people of Pakistan 

are Muslims or at least follow 

Islamic traditions, and Islamic 

ideals and practices suffuse 

virtually all parts of Pakistani life. 

Most Pakistanis belong to the Sunni 

sect, the major branch of Islam. 

Only 3.6% of the population are 

followers of other religions, 

predominantly Christian or Hindu. 

 

The National Mosque of Pakistan is Faisal Mosque. It is the 

fifth-largest mosque in the world and the largest within South 

Asia. It is located on the foothills of Margalla Hills in Pakistan's 

capital city of Islamabad.  

It is a major tourist 

attraction in Pakistan, and 

is a contemporary and 

influential piece of Islamic 

architecture. 

 

  



Money - Rupee 
The Pakistani Rupee is the official currency of Pakistan since 

1948 following the establishment of the State Bank of Pakistan.  

 

On the front of the notes is the nation’s Great Leader 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah. The rear of the notes shows significant 

Pakistani locations of historical, national or cultural importance. 

 

There are 7 other countries in the world who use a rupee as 

official currency. Can you find out all 7? 

I____________      N____________ 

I___________      S____________ 

M___________      S____________ 

M___________ 

 



Traditional Costume 
The shalwar kameez is national dress of Pakistan and is worn by 

men and women in all Five provinces. Shalwar refers to loose 

trousers and kameez refers to shirts. Since 1982, all officials 

working in the secretariat are required to wear the national 

dress. 

  

 

 

Each province has its own style of wearing the salwar kameez. 

Pakistanis wear clothes using exquisite colours and designs as 

well as various types of fabric such as silk, chiffon, cotton, etc. 

 

  



Malala Yousafzai 
A Pakistani schoolgirl and educator 

from Mingora town, Swat District, 

KPK Province. She is known for 

advocating for human rights, 

especially for the education of 

women and children in her native 

Swat Valley after the local Taliban 

banned girls from going to school. 

She was born 12 July 1997 to a 

Pashtun family. Her father, Ziauddin 

Yousafzai, is a Pakistani education 

activist who protested against the 

Taliban's opposition to the education rights of girls. 

In 2012 she was shot while on a bus after a school exam. She 

was treated at a hospital in the UK and her family given the 

right to remain here. Following her recovery, Malala became a 

prominent activist for the right to education. 

She co-wrote the book ‘I am Malala’ in 2013. In the April 29, 

2013 issue of Time Magazine, Malala featured on the front page 

of the magazine. She became Pakistan’s first National Youth 

Peace Award winner and was nominated for the 2013 Nobel 

Peace Prize. At the age of 17, she was the youngest Nobel Peace 

Award laureate ever. 

 

  



Imran Khan 
The Pakistani politician, celebrity, and former cricketer. 

He was born in 1952 to a Pashtun family in Lahore and 

graduated from Oxford Keble College, England, in 1975. 

He played cricket for two 

decades in the late twentieth 

century. He was Pakistan’s most 

successful cricket captain, 

leading his country to victory 

at the 1992 Cricket World Cup. 

After retiring from cricket, he entered politics. In 1996, the 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf political party was formed and Khan 

became its chairman.  

He became Pakistan’s 

22nd Prime Minister in 

2018, and is the country’s 

current PM.  

 

 


