
Bangladesh 
  

Bangladesh, officially the 

People’s Republic of 

Bangladesh, is a country in 

South Asia.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bangladesh is the eighth most populous country in the world. It 

has a population of over 164 million people. The country area is 

148,460 sq km. This makes it one of the most densely populated 

countries in the world. 

Bangladesh borders with India and Myanmar (formerly named 

Burma). The Bay of Bengal is to the South. The Indian Siliguri 

Corridor separates Bangladesh from Nepal and Bhutan, and 

China is separated by the Indian state of Sikkim. 

The capital city of Bangladesh is Dhaka. It is also the country’s 

largest city and is the nation’s economic, political and cultural 

hub. Chittagong, the largest seaport, is the second-largest city. 

 

  



Flag 
 The National Flag of Bangladesh is a green field with a large red 

disk shifted slightly to the hoist side of centre. This slight 

shift helps it to look central when the flag is flying. 

The red disk represents the rising sun and the sacrifice to 

achieve independence; the green field symbolizes the lush 

vegetation of Bangladesh. Bengalis officially have a secular 

state, however, the green colour is also said to represent the 

Islamic faith of the majority of the country.  

 

This flag was adopted officially on 17 January 1972 when the 

Bengalis proclaimed independence and a new government was 

proclaimed. 

  



Population 
People from Bangladesh are called Bangladeshis. The vast 

majority of Bangladeshis are ethnolinguistically Bengalis. 

 

 

 

26.48% of people living in Bangladesh are aged 0-14 years. 

18.56% of people living in Bangladesh are aged 15-24 years. 

40.72% of people living in Bangladesh are aged 25-54 years. 

7.41% of people living in Bangladesh are aged 55-64 years. 

6.82% of people living in Bangladesh are aged 65 years and over.  
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City Life 
38.2% of the population in Bangladesh live in towns and cities. 

Dhaka is the capital city of Bangladesh, and it is also the 

biggest city in the country. 

In order of population the biggest cities in Bangladesh are: 

 Dhaka (capital) – 21,741 million  

 Chittagong – 5,133 million  

 Khulna – 949,000  

 Rajshahi – 924,000  

 Bogra – 820,000  

Dhaka is one of the largest cities in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you find these cities on a map of Bangladesh? 

Choose one of these cities to find out more about. 



History 
In the early 1700s, the region known as Bengal became a semi-

independent state under the Nawabs of Bengal. In 1757 at the 

Battle of Plassey it was then conquered by the British East 

India Company. Bengal directly contributed to the Industrial 

Revolution in Britain but led to its own deindustrialization.  

With the partition of India in 1947 

following the end of British rule, it 

became the Pakistani province of East 

Bengal (later renamed East Pakistan). 

It was one of five provinces of 

Pakistan, although it is separated from 

the other four provinces by 1,100 miles 

(1,800 km) of Indian territory.  

 In 1971 it became the independent 

country of Bangladesh, with its 

capital at Dhaka. Proclamation of 

Bangladeshi Independence was 

announced in March 1971. This led to 

the nine-month long Bangladesh 

Liberation War. The war ended on 16 December 1971 and then 

East Pakistan became the People's Republic of Bangladesh. 

After independence, Bangladesh suffered famine, natural 

disasters, and widespread poverty, as well as political turmoil 

and military coups. The restoration of democracy in 1991 has 

been followed by relative calm and rapid economic progress. 

  



Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
Born: 17 March 1920  

Died: 15 August 1975 

 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is a 

Bangladeshi politician and 

statesman. He is called the "Father 

of the Nation" in Bangladesh. He 

served as the first President of 

Bangladesh and later as the Prime 

Minister of Bangladesh from 17 

April 1971 until his death. 

He is considered to be the driving force behind the 

independence of Bangladesh. 

His daughter Sheikh Hasina is the current leader of the Awami 

League and also the Prime Minister of Bangladesh. 

  



Somapura Mahavihara  
In the north-western part of Banglades is a tiny place called 

Paharpur. It is home to an archeological site called Somapura 

Mahavihara. It is a UNESCO world heritage site. In the 8th century 

this site was the largest Buddhist monastry south of the Himalayas. 

Monks from all over the world came here to be educated. It was 

built during the Pala Empire. 

 

  

 

  



Sundarbans Mangrove 

Forest 
This is the largest mangrove 

forest on earth, and is a 

UNESCO world heritage site. 

It lies on the delta of the 

Ganges, Brahmaputra and 

Meghna rivers on the Bay of 

Bengal. The forest stretches 

across India and Bangladesh, 

but the majority of the 

forest is in Bangladesh.  

The forest includes a 

complex network of tidal 

waterways, mudflats and 

small islands of salt-tolerant 

mangrove forests. The area 

is known for its wide range 

of wildlife. There are 260 

bird different species. It is 

home to threatened species 

such as the estuarine 

crocodile and the Indian 

python. It is also home to 

the last remaining Bengal 

tigers in the world.  



National Days 
There are fifteen public holidays in Bangladesh. Muslims and non-

Muslims have four religious holidays each in addition to the secular 

seven national holidays. For the Muslims, four major Islamic holidays: 

Muharram, Mawlid, Eid ul-Fitr and Eid ul-Adha. For the Hindus: Krishna 

Janmashtami and Durga Puja. As for the Christians and Buddhists: 

Christmas and Vesak (one day each).  
                

 - Language Martyrs Day  

21 February Commemorates protests and sacrifices made to 

protect the Bengali language in 1952. The UN 

adopted this date and created International 

Mother Language Day. 

 - Mujib’s Birthday & Children’s Day 

17 March Commemorates Sheikh Mujibar Rahman’s 

birthday (Father of Bangladesh). 

 - Independence Day     

26 March Commemorates proclamation of independence and 

the start of the Liberation War. 

 - Bengali New Year’s Day   

14 April Commemorates the start of 

the Bengali calendar year.              

 - May Day 

1 May Commemorates 

International Workers’ Solidarity Day 

 - National Mourning Day 

15 August Commemorates the assassination of Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman (Father of Bangladesh) 

 - Victory Day 

16 December Commemorates the surrender of Pakistan, ending 

the Liberation War.  



Religion 
Most people in Bangladesh follow the religion of Islam. In 1988 it 

was made the official religion. About 89% of Bangladeshi’s are 

Muslims. 

Historically, in the Bengal region, Hinduism was the dominant 

religion, with small groups of Buddhists and local religions. At the 

beginning of the 13th Century Muslims began arriving in Bengal. As 

they increased in number it changed the character and culture of 

the area. From the 1890s onward Muslims began to be in the 

majority. 

Most Bangladeshi Muslims are Sunni, but there are a small number 

of Shiʿis, primarily descendants of immigrants from Iran. Hindus 

form a significant minority, while Roman Catholics and Buddhists 

constitute just a tiny fraction of the population. Of the tribes in 

the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the Chakma, Marma, and Mro are 

mostly Buddhists. Parts of the Kuki, Khomoi, and Mro communities 

practice local religions. While most of the Mizo are Christians, the 

Tripura are Hindus.   



Money - Taka 
The Bangladeshi Taka is the official currency of Bangladesh. 

The taka was introduced in Bangladesh in 1972, replacing the 

Pakistani rupee. 

 

The sign for Bangladeshi Taka is ৳ 

All banknotes, other than the 1 taka, feature a portrait of 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on the obverse along with the 

watermark of the National Martyrs’ Memorial. 

 

 

  



Traditional Costume 
Bangladesh is home to a diverse range of traditional clothing 

which is still worn by people in their everyday life.  

 

Bangladeshi men traditionally wear Panjabi on 

religious and cultural occasions. Bangladeshi 

men wear lungi as casual wear (in rural areas). 

Due to the British influence during 

colonization, shirt-pant and suits are very 

common.  

 

Unique to Bangladesh, the fotua is also a 

popular article of clothing which is available in 

styles for both men and women.  

 

Shari is the main and traditional dress of 

Bangladeshi women and some young female also 

wears salwar kameez. In urban areas, women can 

also be seen wearing Western clothes. The 

particular fabric used to make the shari 

represents the culture. Weaving the fabric for 

these dresses is a traditional art in Bangladesh. 

  

 

  



Aminul Islam  
Cricket is the most popular sport in 

Bangladesh. The national cricket team 

participated in their first Cricket World 

Cup in 1999 and the following year was 

given Test cricket status. Bangladesh 

reached the quarter-final of the 2015 

Cricket World Cup, the semi-final of the 

2017 ICC Champions Trophy and they 

reached the final of the Asia Cup 3 times 

– in 2012, 2016 and 2018.  

 Aminul Islam was also one of the early stars for Bangladesh 

cricket. His nickname was Balbul. He captained the team during 

the 1999 World Cup where the team caused one of the biggest 

upsets by defeating Pakistan in the 

group stage of the tournament. 

Aminul was one of the most 

dependable middle-order batsmen 

for the country during his playing 

days and had the honour of scoring 

the first test hundred for 

Bangladesh in their inaugural test 

versus India. He finished with 1,324 

runs in Test and ODIs and retired 

as one of Bangladesh cricket’s 

biggest heroes.  

  



Sheikh Hasina  
Born on 28 September 1947, 

Sheikh Hasina is the eldest 

daughter of Sheikh Mujibur, 

who was Bangladeshi’s first 

president and is known as the 

father of Bangladesh. She is 

the eldest of 5 children. 

A Bangladeshi politician and 

head of the political party, 

Bangladesh Awami League, she 

is also serving as the 11th 

Prime Minister since 2009. 

She previously served as 

Prime Minister from 1996-2001. She is the longest-serving 

Prime Minister in the history of Bangladesh. 

Hasina married M. A. Wazed Miah in 1968, but sadly he died in 

2009. She has a son and a daughter. 

Hasina is considered one of the most powerful women in the 

world. She is a member of the Council of Women World Leaders. 

In 2018 she was also included in Time magazine's list of 100 

Most Influential People in the World. 

 


