
French Speaking Countries and Territories 

French is a Romance language and the 

primary language for over 250 million 

people. It is also widely used as a 

second language. In many countries, 

the use of the French language dates 

back to the colonial period. 

A country where French is spoken is 

referred to as a Francophone 

country.  

A list of countries where French is   

                       native language, or is regularly used. 

French Speaking Countries in Europe 

France: According to 

Article 2 of the French 

Constitution, French is 

the official and national 

language in France. 

Belgium: The southern 

portion of the country, 

Wallonia, is primarily French-

speaking. 

Luxembourg: There are 

three official languages - 

German, French, and 

Luxembourgish. 

Monaco: The official 

language is French. 

Switzerland: About 23% of   

the country's population 

speaks French, especially in 

the western part of 

Switzerland. 

  

French Speaking Countries in Africa 

Algeria: The official 

languages are Modern 

Standard Arabic and 

Berber. French is widely 

used in government, the 

media, and in education. 

  

Benin: French is the official 

language; Fon, Yom, and 

Yoruba are the national 

languages. 

Burkina Faso: This 

multilingual country is home 

to an estimated 70 languages. 

French is the official 

language used by the 

government, the civil service, 

and the press. 

Burundi: Kirundi and 

French are the official 

languages of Burundi.  

   

Cameroon: At least 250 

languages are in use. The 

official languages are French 

and English. For years there 

has been a conflict between 

the minority English-speaking 

and majority French-speaking 

regions.  

 

Central African Republic 

(CAR): French and Sangho 

are the official languages. 

About one-third of the 

population can speak French. 



Chad: French and Modern 

Standard Arabic are both 

national languages, along 

with over 120 indigenous 

languages. 

  

Comoros constitution states 

that Comorian (Shikomoro), 

French, and Arabic are the 

official languages of Comoros. 

The most widely spoken 

language in the country is 

Comorian. 

Democratic Republic of the 

Congo (DRC): The official 

language is French, while the 

national languages are Kituba, 

Lingala, Luba-Kasai, and 

Swahili. 

Republic of the Congo: 

The national languages are 

Kituba, and Lingala, while 

French is the official 

language. 

  

Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast): 

The official language is 

French, which serves as the 

lingua franca between the 

nation's 78 indigenous 

languages.  

Djibouti: The official 

languages of this tiny country 

on the Bab al-Mandab Strait 

are Arabic and French. 

Somali and Afar are the 

national languages. 

Equatorial Guinea: 

Spanish, French, and 

Portuguese are the 

official languages. 

Annobonese Creole (Fa 

d'Ambu), Pidgin English, 

and Fang are standard 

languages. 

Gabon: The official language 

is French, spoken by 80% of 

the population. National 

languages are Fang (32%), 

and other Bantu languages. 

Guinea: Home to 40+ 

indigenous languages. 

National languages are Fula 

(or Pular), Mandinka, Susu, 

Kissi, Kpelle, and Loma.  

Madagascar: Official 

language on the island is 

Malagasy; French is the 

language of the elite. 

  

Mali: Like many African 

nations, is a multilingual 

country. The official language 

is French, Bambara is the 

lingua franca, the national 

language, and the most widely 

spoken language. 

Mauritius: English and 

French are de facto official 

languages. However, the most 

widely spoken language is the 

French-based Mauritian 

Creole. 

Morocco: There are two 

official languages in 

Morocco, Standard Arabic 

and Tamazight (Berber). 

French is the language of 

business, culture, and 

education in the country. 

Niger: The country has no 

less than eleven national 

languages. French is the 

official language spoken by 

about 11% of the population. 

Hausa and Zarma are the 

most widely spoken languages. 

Réunion: French and French-

based Réunion Creole are the 

most commonly spoken 

languages on the island of 

Réunion. 

Rwanda: Kinyarwanda is 

the national language of 

Rwanda. About 6% of the 

population speaks French.  

In 2008, the government 

changed the language of 

education from French to 

English. 

Senegal: French is the 

official language of the 

multilingual country. The 

national language and lingua 

franca is Wolof. Other 

national languages spoken in 

Senegal are Jola-Fonyi, 

Mandinka, and Serer. 

Seychelles: The French-

based Seychellois Creole 

(Seselwa Creole) is the 

common language in the 

Seychelles. French and 

English are official 

languages, although English is 

more commonly used. 



Togo: French is the 

official and most used 

language in Togo. Éwé and 

Kabiyé are indigenous 

national languages. 

  

Tunisia: The official language 

is Arabic; Tunisian Arabic is 

Tunisia's everyday language. 

French is widely used in 

education, in the media, and 

business. 

  

French Speaking Countries in the Americas and the Caribbean 

Canada: A bilingual 

country, English (56%) 

and French (21%) are the 

official languages. Both 

have equal legal status.  

The third official 

language is Inuktitut in 

the Canadian territory of 

Nunavut. 

French Guiana: French is the 

official language and national 

language. Guianese Creole 

(Créole Guyanais), a French-

based creole language, is the 

people's language. 

Guadeloupe: An overseas 

region of France in the 

Caribbean. The official 

language is French. French-

based Guadeloupean Creole is 

widely used within the 

community. 

Haiti: Two official 

languages, French and 

Haitian Creole. About 42% 

of Haitians speak French; 

it is the language of the 

government, the media, 

and in education. 

  

Martinique: French is the 

official language in the 

overseas département of 

France. The common language 

is the French-based 

Martinican Creole, a creole 

language with some elements 

of English, Spanish, and 

Portuguese. 

  

French Speaking Countries in Oceania 

French Polynesia: The 

dominant language is 

French; about 20% of the 

population speak most 

Tahitian at home.  

New Caledonia: French is the 

official language of the island 

group. The archipelago knows 

about 30 indigenous 

languages; the most widely 

spoken Melanesian-Polynesian 

dialects are Drehu, Nengone, 

and Paicî. 

Vanuatu: Bislama is the 

language of choice and lingua 

franca on the archipelago 

with more than 100 

indigenous languages.  

French is the official language** in Belgium, Benin, Burkina, Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 

Canada, Central, African, Republic, Chad, Comoros, Côte, d'Ivoire, Democratic, 

Republic, of, the, Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial, Guinea, France, Guinea, Haiti, 

Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, Monaco, Niger, Republic, of, the, Congo, Rwanda, 

Senegal, Seychelles, Switzerland, Togo, and Vanuatu. 
 


