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L.O. To make observations on Mayan 
Pottery. 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must make observations 

relevant to pottery and sculpture 
and explain what I think and how 
I feel about it.  

2. I should be able to identify the 
purpose of historical art, such as 
Mayan Pottery and their carvings.  

3. I could use my observations to 
begin to compare Mayan Pottery 
to sculptures I have seen before. 

  
 

Input: Ask the children what a sculpture is? What materials do 
you use when you are sculpting? Have they ever seen any 
sculptures in real life? Move on to ask them if they know what 
pottery is? Explain both sculpting and pottery in more detail with 
the class – picking out key words. 
 
Show the children some Mayan Pots on the board, asking them 
to pick out anything they notice about them. What can they see? 
How do they think the objects were made? How was the detail 
added to the outside of the pots? Why were the pots painted? 
What were the posts used for? Model making annotations 
around the image using the children’s feedback. 
 
Task: Children to choose a Mayan Pot image, stick it in their 
sketch books, and make annotations and observations on the 
pot.  
HA children could annotate two pots and make comparisons 
between them. 
 
Plenary: Children to share their observations with the class and 
explain what they liked about the Mayan Pots and what they 
didn’t like and why.  
The children will then discuss sculpting and pottery on their 
tables and come up with a class definition of both of these words 
using the things they have learnt today – the children will revisit 
this during the last lesson so see if they want to edit or change 
their definitions. Write these in their books. 

IWB with 
Mayan Pots 
images.  
Mayan pot 
images printed 
out.  
Sketch books.  

Sculpting 
Pottery 
Clay skills 
Sketching 
 

SILVER 
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L.O. To sketch a pottery design. 
 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know how to sketch an 

idea using pencil and detailed line 
drawings. 

2. I should sketch more than one 
design in order to explore 
different artistic design choices.  

3. I could use different sizes to 
create smaller, detailed images in 
my design. 

Input: Recap work from last week and revisit the class definitions 
of sculpting and pottery. Was there anything the children wanted 
to add to this? What observations were made? What skills do the 
children think are needed in order to make their own Mayan 
Pots? What tools would have been used to make the images on 
the pots? What techniques? 
 
Explain to the children that they are going to use their 
observations from last session to inform some sketch designs of 
their own Mayan Pots. Tell them that they are allowed to sketch 
more than one design as this gives them the opportunity to 
explore their different design choices and ask them to annotate 
their designs explaining their choices.  
 
Model one design on the board, speaking out loud about what 
you are doing and your thought process and annotating it with 
your thoughts. Encourage detailed line drawings. Explain to the 
children that they need to think about the story their pot will be 
telling with the image and talk this through when you are 
modelling.  
 
Task: Children to design and sketch different ideas of their 
Mayan Pots. Ensure they explore different pot shapes and 
different images for the sides of the pots. Remind the children 
that they will be using tools to cut these images into clay so make 
sure their designs are ones they feel confident they will be able 
to make in clay. 
 
Plenary: Children to choose their favourite sketch design in order 
to decide what one they will be using to make their pots. 
Children to write a sentence in their sketch books detailing their 
choice and why. 
 

Sketch books 
IWB 
Pens 
Pencils  
Mayan pots 
pictures from 
last week. 

Sculpting 
Pottery 
Clay skills 
Sketching 
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L.O. To explore and practice sculpting 
skills 

 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must use the tools sensibly and 

with purpose in order to explore 
different techniques for my 
design.  

2. I should explore the use of a 
range of tools to see what effects 
they create. 

3. I could extend myself to add 
smaller details in my sculpting. 

Input: Remind the children of what they were doing last week and 
share some sketches with the class in order to refresh their 
memory. Compare some of the sketches with the original Mayan 
Pot pictures and encourage the children to make comparisons on 
what is similar and what is different. Please make sure the 
children are respectful of other children’s work.  
 
Explain to the children that they will be exploring the use of 
different sculpting tools today in order to decide which tools will 
be best to create their desired effects. Go through the tools 
carefully with the children, explaining what each on is and what it 
does (the tools you have might be dependent on the schools 
resources, you can include forks, paint brushes, straws, butter 
knives, scissors etc if you are low on supplies!)  
 
Model using these tools on clay to create different effects, e.g. 
using a paint brush to create detail on an image but using a 
sculpting knife to create the outline of the image. Explain to the 
children that they are not making their final pot today so they can 
start again as much as they like on the clay in order to explore 
different techniques.  
 
Task: Children to practice using the sculpting tools on pieces of 
clay, exploring different techniques and the effects they create on 
the material. The children can use different tools, their fingers, 
paint brushes etc to create their desired effect. 
 
Plenary: Class teacher to take photos of the children’s 
explorations for their sketch books. Children will write down a few 
sentences to summarise what they have explored; what tools 
were effective for their design and why and what tools were not 
as effective and why. Children could also explain what tools and 
skills they will use when they start making their pots in the next 
session. 
 
 
 

Clay 
Clay tools 
Designs from 
last week 
IWB 
Mats for the 
tables  
Aprons 
Camera for 
photos. 

Sculpting 
Pottery 
Clay skills 
Sketching 
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L.O. To make a Mayan Pot 
 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must use the tools sensibly and 

with purpose in order to create 
my pot. 

2. I should use a range of tools in 
order to create my desired effect 
on my pot. 

3. I could extend myself to add 
smaller details in my sculpting. 

Input: Remind the children of the previous sessions and all the 
different steps they have taken in order to be ready to make their 
clay pots today. Explain to them that an artist has to plan their 
work in order to make it the best it can be and that they don’t 
rush their final pieces – so the children will need to take their time 
today.  
 
Model using the clay at the front of the class and sculpting it into 
your desired shape for the pot. Explain to the children that when 
the clay gets dry they won’t be able to sculpt it any more so if they 
feel it drying out they can add a little bit of water to their hands. 
Not too much though! Once you have got your desired pot shape, 
making sure the sides are thick enough for the children to carve 
their images into without it breaking, model using the tools from 
last week to start sculpting your image on to the sides. Make sure 
the children see you working calmly and slowly and remind them 
not to rush.  
 
Task: Children to use clay to sculpt their Mayan Pots. 
 
Plenary: Children to leave their pots out to dry and discuss what 
they enjoyed during the making of the pots and anything they 
found tricky. If they found parts tricky – do they have a deeper 
appreciation for the Mayan Pots now? Knowing how much skill 
they needed to make them and how little technology they had? 
Class teacher to take pictures of their pots for their sketch books. 

Clay 
Clay tools 
Designs from 
last week 
IWB 
Mats for the 
tables  
Aprons 
 
Camera for 
photos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sculpting 
Pottery 
Clay skills 
Sketching 
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L.O. To study modern sculpting 
 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must make observations 
relevant to pottery and sculpture 
and explain what I think and how 
I feel about it.  

2. I should be able to identify the 
purpose of modern sculpting. 

3. I could make comparisons 
between my Mayan Pot and 
modern artists. 

Input: Remind the children of their learning so far. Now that they 
have had a go and explored sculpting themselves is there anything 
they would like to add to their class definitions of sculpting and 
pottery? What skills have they been learning so far? What have 
they enjoyed? What have they found difficult? 
 
Explain to the children that there are many people who still create 
sculptured pots and that they are going to look at two of them. 
First, show the children some of the work of Elizabeth Fritsch on 
the IWB and discuss initial thoughts. What do they like? What 
don’t they like? Why? Repeat this with the work of Mary Rose 
Young. 
 
Choose a piece of their work and model annotating it on the board. 
 
Task: Children to study the work of either Elizabeth Fritsch or Mary 
Rose Young. Children to have an image of their work in their sketch 
books and make annotations of their observations, their thoughts 
and their feelings about the work. Is it easier with the tools 
available now? 
 
Plenary: Children to share their thoughts and feelings on the 
modern sculpting with the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IWB  
Images of 
modern 
sculpting 
Information 
on Elizabeth 
Fritsch and 
Mary Rose 
Young. 

Sculpting 
Pottery 
Clay skills 
Sketching 
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L.O. To compare modern and historical 
art. 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know how to make 

informed comparisons and 
explain my reasoning using 
artistic vocabulary. 

2. I should use previous knowledge 
of the topic and the study of a 
range of artists to inform my 
comparisons. 

3. I could explain how historical art 
has helped to influence artists in 
the present. 

 
 
 

 

Input: Remind the children are all their previous sessions. What 
have they learnt about pottery and sculpting? Have their preferred 
the Mayan Pottery of the modern-day pottery. 
Explain to the children that they will be sketching their own 
modern pots in their sketch books and model doing this on the 
board using Fritsch or Rose Young to inform your choices. Making 
sure the lines are neat and clear and speaking your thought 
processes and methods out-loud for the children to hear.  
 
Task: Children to create a sketch design in their books of their own 
modern pot influenced by the work of Elizabeth Fritsch or Mary 
Rose Young.  
Once the children have finished their sketch – they are going to 
compare their new design with their Mayan Pot design. The 
children can fill in a table with headings title ‘Different’ and 
‘Similar.’ HA children could go on to explain which style of pots 
they prefer and why and explain how Mayan Pots have influenced 
modern day pottery. 
 
Plenary: Revisit the class definitions for sculpting and pottery from 
the first session and discuss with the children if there is anything 
they would like to change or add to these. Children to write new 
definitions in their sketch books. 
 

IWB  
Images of 
modern 
sculpting 
Information 
on Elizabeth 
Fritsch and 
Mary Rose 
Young. 

Sculpting 
Pottery 
Clay skills 
Sketching 
 

 

 


