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L.O. To understand how to use the techniques 
of a famous artist.  
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must be able to name the work and identify 

the techniques used by John Singer Sargent.  
2. I should be able to complete a picture, using 

my observational skills.  
3. I could complete a drawing that shows 

proportion with the artist’s half.   
 
 

Input: Introduce the children to this unit of work, 
telling them that we will be looking at the work of 
North American artists. Show the children an 
image of John Singer Sargent and give them 
some information about his life. Give the 
children some pictures of Sargent’s paintings: A 
Dinner Table at Night, Carnation Lily Lily Rose, 
Doctor Pozzi at Home, Frederick Law Olmsted, 
Portrait of Edouard and Marie-Louise Pailleron, 
Lady Macbeth, Madame X, Nonchaloir and the 
Daughters of Edwards Darley Boit. Ask them: 
What can you see in the picture? Look at the 
painting. What kind of life do you think this 
person has? Look for clues. How does the 
picture make you feel? What colours can you 
see in the picture? Why do you think the artist 
painted it? Focus on the Doctor Pozzi painting. 
Tell the children they are going to recreate half 
of it. What skills will they need? How will they be 
successful? What do we mean by proportion? 
 
Task: Children recreate the other half of either 
‘Doctor Pozzi at Home’ or ‘A Dinner Table at 
Night.’  
 
Plenary: Gallery viewing of images.  
 

John Singer 
Sargent 
paintings, 
sketch 
books, half 
painting 
sheets, 
colouring 
pencils, oil 
pastels.  
 

Learning about the 
work of great artists 
in history.  
 
To improve mastery 
of art and design 
techniques, including 
drawing in the 
context of coloured 
drawing. 
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L.O. To learn how to use black and white 
collage effectively.  
Context: Landscapes  
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand the photography work of 

Ansel Adams.  
2. I should be able to answer questions about a 

photograph.  
3. I could accurately cut out and stick down black 

and white photographs in order to make a 
landscape scene.  

Input: Recap what we learnt in the last lesson. 
What was John Singer Sargent famous for? Tell 
the children that today we are going to be 
learning about a famous American 
photographer. Ask them what they think a 
photographer might be? Is photography art? 
Show the children an image of Ansel Adams 
and explain how he popularised photography. 
Show the children some information about his 
life. Show the children a selection of some of 
Ansel’s photographs: Canyon de Chelly National 
Monument, Ice on Ellery Lake, El Captain Winter 
Sunrise, Monolith: The Face of Half Dome, 
Moonrise over Hernandez and The Tetons and 
the Snake. As a class, discuss: How many 
different colours can you see? Describe what 
the photograph is about. What kind of 
environment is shown in the picture? Why do 
you think the artist took this picture? Explain that 
Ansel preferred to take photographs in black 
and white as he thought that colour could 
distract him. Show the children the instructions 
of making a collage using black and white 
landscape images.  
 

 
Task: Children cut out black and white 
landscape images and overlap them to make a 
collage landscape scene.  
 
Plenary:   Gallery viewing and then ‘fill in the 
label’ activity on the IWB.  
 

Ansel Adams 
photographs, 
sketch 
books, black 
and white 
landscape 
photos, glue.  

 
To learn about great 
artists, architects and 
designers in history in 
the context of Ansel 
Adams. 
 
To create sketch 
books to record 
observations and use 
them to review and 
revisit ideas.  
 
To improve mastery 
of art and design 
techniques, in the 
context of black and 
white collage. 
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L.O. To demonstrate my understanding of 
abstract art.  
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand what abstract art is and the 

concept behind it. 
2. I should be able to answer questions on the 

work of Helen Frankenthaler, using my 
observational skills.  

3. I could work as part of a group to sensibly 
draw and paint an abstract piece of art, using 
bodies.  

Input: Recap what we have learnt so far about 
John Singer Sargent and Ansel Adams. Ask the 
children what they think abstract art is? Take 
feedback. Show the children an image of Helen 
Frankenthaler and give them some information 
about her life. Tell the children that when she 
was living in New York, abstract art was very 
popular. Show the children some of 
Frankenthaler’s famous paintings: Basque 
Beach, May 26th Backwards, Mountains and 
Sea, Moving Day, Summerscene Proinvcetown 
and Swan Lake 2. Ask the children to pair share: 
What colours can you see in the picture? What 
shapes can you see in the picture? 
How does the painting make you feel? Why do 
you think the artist painted the picture? Take 
feedback. Tell the children that today they will be 
working on the floor using their bodies for 
abstract art! Explain that in groups, they will 
need to draw around a child, one at a time, until 
they have lots of overlapping shapes and lines.  
 
Task: Children work in groups to draw around 
each other and paint an abstract picture. 
Teacher to take photos for sketchbooks.  
 
Plenary: Gallery of paintings. Then show the 
children 2 pieces of abstract art and ask them 
what is similar and different.  

Large sheets 
of paper, 
sketch 
books, 
camera and 
paint.  

To learn about great 
artists, architects and 
designers in history in 
the context of Helen 
Frankenthaler. 
 
 
To improve mastery 
of art and design 
techniques, with a 
range of materials in 
the context of 
painting. 
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L.O.  To understand how to create a house out 
of ‘building blocks.’ 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand what an architect does.  
2. I should be able to look at the buildings that 

Frank Lloyd Wright designed and answer 
questions.  

3. I could design my own building block house, 
using the techniques of Frank Lloyd Wright.  

Input: Recap what we have learnt so far about 
John Singer Sargent, Ansel Adams and Helen 
Frankenthaler. Tell the children that today we 
are going to be looking at the work of an 
architect. What do they think an architect might 
do? Show the children an image of Frank Lloyd 
Wright and display some information about him. 
Show the children some photographs of Wright’s 
buildings:  Allen Lambe House,  Arizone 
Biltmore Hotel,  Beth Sholom Synagogue,  
Fallingwater,  Dana Thomas House,  FLW 
Gammage Auditorium and the Solomon R. 
Guggenheim Museum. Ask the class to discuss 
the following : What colours can you see in the 
picture? Why do you think the architect (building 
designer) made the building? How many 
different shapes can you see? Does the building 
fit in with the area around it? How is the building 
similar or different to your house? Take 
feedback. Show the children an image of a 
building block house. Which building of Wright’s 
does it look like? What do you need to be 
successful when making a building out of 
building blocks?  
 
 
Task: In pairs, children make a building block 
house, using the shapes of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
architecture. Teacher to take photos.  
 
Plenary: Gallery viewing of houses.  
 

Lego, 
camera, 
sketch 
books.  

To learn about great 
artists, architects and 
designers in history in 
the context of Frank 
Lloyd Wright. 
 
To improve mastery 
of art and design 
techniques, in the 
context of modelling. 
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L.O.  To use pattern effectively in my work.   
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand how Jean-Michel Basquiat’s 

life hand influenced his work. 
2. I should be able to answer questions on the 

work of Jean-Michel Basquiat, using my 
observational skills. 

3. I could choose a particular theme and pattern 
to decorate my skull picture. 

Input:   Recap what we have learnt so far about 
John Singer Sargent, Ansel Adams, Helen 
Frankenthaler and Frank Lloyd Wright. Show the 
children an image of Jean-Michel Basquiat. Tell 
them that Basquiat also liked to make music. He 
was heavily inspired by graffiti. Show the 
children information about Jean-Michel Basquiat 
and tell them that one of his most famous pieces 
of artwork was of a skull. Show the children a 
selection of  Jean-Michel Basquiat’s work:  
Philistines,  Ed Cauduro,  ENOB,  Pompidou,  
She Installs Confidence and Picks up his Brain 
like a Salad and  Flexible. Ask the class to 
discuss the following questions:  What does the 
picture show? What colours can you see in the 
picture? Find any symbols or words in the 
picture. Think of three adjectives to describe the 
painting. Why do you think Basquiat painted it? 
Tell the children that today they are going to be 
creating their own patterned skull. Tell the 
children that if they want to challenge 
themselves, they could base their pattern on a 
particular theme. Give the children time to 
research some patterns and display some 
examples.  
 
Task: Children draw and design a patterned 
skull in the style of Jean-Michel Basquiat.  
 
Plenary: Gallery viewing of designs. 

Skull images, 
iPads, sketch 
books.  

To learn about great 
artists, architects and 
designers in history in 
the context of Jean-
Michel Basquiat.  
 
To create sketch 
books to record 
observations and use 
them to review and 
revisit ideas in the 
context of the 
drawing activity. 
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L.O.  To understand how to successfully 
combine to forms of art.  
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand who Mary Cassatt was and 

what influenced her work. 
2. I should be able to answer questions on the 

work of Mary Cassatt, using my observational 
skills. 

3. I could paint a realistic background and stick 
my photographs onto it to make it look like a 
Mary Cassatt painting. 

Input:   Recap what we have learnt so far about 
John Singer Sargent, Ansel Adams, Helen 
Frankenthaler, Frank Lloyd Wright and  Jean-
Michel Basquiat. Tell the children that today we 
will be combining photography and painting in 
order to create an image. Display an image of 
Mary Cassatt and show some information about 
her life. Allow the children time to look at the 
following paintings:  The Child's Bath,  Girl 
Arranging Her Hair,  Tea,  A Cup of Tea,  Little 
Girl in Blue Armchair, The Family and  Breakfast 
in bed. Ask the class to discuss: What can you 
see in the picture? Why do you think the artist 
made the artwork? What colours does the artist 
use? Are there any women in the picture? What 
are they doing? How does the artwork make you 
feel? If you could give the artwork another name 
what would it be? Show the children the painting 
‘Mrs Cassatt Reading to her Grandchildren’ tell 
the children this is the image they will be 
recreating today! Ask the children the types of 
places they might read.  
 
 
Task: Firstly children will need to arrange 
themselves obviously reading and then take a 
photograph. Secondly they will need to each 
paint an individual background of where they 
could be reading and then cut out and stick the 
images on.  
 
Plenary: A gallery viewing of the pictures.   

Camera, 
sketch 
books, 
pencils, 
paints.  

To learn about great 
artists, architects and 
designers in history in 
the context of Mary 
Cassatt. 
 
To improve mastery 
of art and design 
techniques, including 
painting. 

 

 


