
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR A 

Teacher:  Class:  Year: EYFS  Term: Autumn 1   Week Commencing: Week 3 

 

Early Learning Goals (and Development Matters) 
Pupils should be taught: Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class 

discussions and small group interactions. 
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary 

Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon L.O. To read 
the ‘i’ 
phoneme 

Follow 
notebook 
slides 
(Phase 2, 
week 3) 
 
- Jolly 
phonics 
song 
-Geraldine 
Giraffe 
- Sorting 
words 

L.O. To consider and 
describe the feelings 
and emotions of 
characters. 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must look and 
listen to others. 
2. I should be able to 
share my ideas 
through role-play. 
3. I could describe 
characters thoughts 
and feelings. 
 
 

Prior to this session, prepare some 
clues in the classroom which 
suggest that the mother owl has 
visited overnight, e.g.: 
- Place leaves and sticks all over the 
classroom 
- Leave a pile of bird food in a corner 
- Add a spillage of water (perhaps by 
the water table) 
- Leave some natural brown and 
white feathers 
Encourage the children to 
investigate the clues and predict 
who has visited overnight. 
 
Read the story aloud from the 
beginning until the end, allowing the 
children plenty of time to respond to 
it. 
Look at the illustration of the mother 
owl returning. Ask the children how 
they think Sarah, Percy and Bill feel 
at this point. 
Have a large copy of the illustration 
of the mother owl returning to scribe 
the children’s thoughts. 

Small groups of 
five or six children 
will re-enact then 
freeze-frame the 
scene. When you 
tap them on the 
shoulder each child 
could voice their 
character’s 
thoughts in role. 
Have a picture of 
the owl babies and 
scribe for the 
children their words 
to describe how the 
owls felt when their 
mother left and 
when she came 
back in two 
different colours. 

Compare 
the words 
and 
feelings 
collected 
today to 
the one 
last week 
when owl 
mother had 
gone. 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

SILVER 



Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 

 

  



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues L.O. To read 
and write the 
‘i’ phoneme 

Follow 
notebook 
slides 
(Phase 2, 
week 3) 
- Jolly 
phonics 
song 
- I spy with ‘i’ 
- Writing ‘i’ 

L.O. To consider and 
describe the feelings 
and emotions of 
characters. 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must look and 
listen to others. 
2. I should be able to 
ask questions. 
3. I could describe 
characters thoughts 
and feelings. 
 
 

If the children could speak to 
Sarah, what questions would they 
ask her? 
Explain what a question is. (A 
sentence that requires an answer). 
Give examples of questions and 
statements for children to compare 
the difference. 
Ask the children to discuss 
questions they would like to ask, 
scribing them, such as: 
- How did you feel when your mum 
flew off? 
- Does the dark scare you? Why? 
Why not? 
- How do you think your brothers 
felt? 
- How did you keep calm? 
- What is your favourite thing about 
your mum? 
Invite ‘Sarah’ into the classroom so 
that the children can ask her the 
questions. An adult could wear a 
feathered owl mask. 
Have ‘Sarah’ answer the questions 
posed and retell the story from her 
point of view, using the illustrations 
as prompts. 
 
If there is time, hot-seat the role of 
the mother owl… 
- Why did you fly off? 
- Why didn’t you wait until they had 
woken up first? 

Small groups of 
five or six children 
will re-enact then 
freeze-frame the 
scene. When you 
tap them on the 
shoulder each 
child could voice 
their character’s 
thoughts in role. 
Have a picture of 
the owl babies and 
scribe for the 
children their 
words to describe 
how the owls felt 
when their mother 
left and when she 
came back in two 
different colours. 

What 
questions 
would you ask 
Bill? 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



- Did you know how scared the 
baby owls were? 
- Why didn’t this stop you leaving? 
- Why didn’t you leave somebody 
to look after the baby owls? 
- Why would you leave babies 
alone? 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed L.O. To read 
the ‘n’ 
phoneme 

Follow 
notebook 
slides 
(Phase 2, 
week 3) 
 
- Jolly 
phonics 
song 
-Geraldine 
Giraffe 
- Sorting 
words 

L.O. To consider 
feelings and 
responsibilities. 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must look and 
listen to others. 
2. I should be able to 
express my opinion 
and experiences. 
3. I could discuss 
feelings, roles and 
responsibilities. 
 
 

Prior to this session, prepare a 
little note from Mummy Owl, 
thanking the children for their letter 
and all the things that they did to 
persuade her to come back. 
However, have her explain her 
absence by also firmly reminding 
them that she has to look for food 
and that they ‘must have known she 
would come back, she always 
comes back’. 
Have a member of the admin team 
rush in with the letter from mother 
owl. Read aloud the letter and talk 
about her reasons for leaving. 
 
Ask the children if they think that 
mummy owl should have stayed in 
the nest, cuddling up to her baby 
owls. Put forward the point of view 
that it was her responsibility to find 
them food to eat even if that meant 
leaving them. What would happen if 
she stayed in the nest with her baby 
owls all the time? 
Encourage the children to consider 
her point of view and translate this 
to their own experiences: 
- How does it feel when a parent 
leaves you? 
- Why does a parent leave you? 
- Would they leave you all alone? 
- What happens when they come 
back? 

Children to draw a 
picture of their 
family and write 
their names. 
 
Scribe underneath 
‘I love my… 
because…’ 

Discuss 
what babies 
need to 
grow up 
healthily 
and safely 
and what 
parents 
need to do 
in caring for 
babies and 
young 
children. 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



- If you are cross or upset, what do 
they say to you? 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs L.O. To read 
and write the 
‘n’ phoneme 

Follow 
notebook 
slides 
(Phase 2, 
week 3) 
 
- Jolly 
phonics 
song 
- I spy with 
‘n’ 
- Writing ‘n’ 

L.O. To consider 
feelings and 
responsibilities. 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must look and 
listen to others. 
2. I should be able to 
express my opinion 
and experiences. 
3. I could discuss 
feelings, roles and 
responsibilities. 
 

 

PREP: Children to bring in a 
picture of their family, explain 
these photos will not go back 
home! 
Discuss family members and 
structures. Provide the children with 
a comfortable, secure environment 
in which they feel confident to talk 
and listen. 
 
Teacher to show a picture of their 
family and explain the members. 
Model explaining why you love your 
mum, dad or other significant parent 
figure: “I love my daddy because…” 
 
Go round the circle and ask the 
children to show their picture saying 
who they are and why they love 
somebody significant to them. Each 
child can hold a soft owl to show it is 
their turn to speak while the others 
listen attentively. Record the 
children’s responses next to a 
picture of their family. 
 
Extend the session by asking the 
children to think about how it feels to 
be left by a parent. Other children 
might offer advice or words of 
reassurance. 
 

Children to draw a 
picture of their 
family and write 
their names. 
 
Scribe underneath 
‘I love my… 
because…’ 

Sing to the 
tune of 
‘Wheels on 
the Bus.’ 
The owls 
on the 
branch 
shout 
“Where’s 
our mum, 
where’s 
our mum, 
where’s 
our mum?” 
The owls 
on the 
branch 
shout 
“Where’s 
our mum”, 
All night 
long. 
The owls in 
the nest 
cry “Come 
back mum, 
come back 
mum, 
come back 
mum.” The 
owls in the 
nest cry 
“Come 
back 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



mum”, All 
night long. 
The owls 
flapped 
and 
danced 
when she 
came back, 
she came, 
she came 
back. The 
owls 
flapped 
and 
danced 
when she 
came back, 
all night 
long. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri L.O.  L.O. To understand how 
to write a poem. 
 
Success Criteria: 

Main teaching: Independent work:  Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


