
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR A 

Teacher:  Class:  Year:   Term: Spring 1   Week Commencing: Week 3 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon See separate 
planning 
 

See separate 
planning 
 

LO: To create a 
collaborative poem. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must know what a 

poem is and some of 
it’s features. 

2. I should use 
descriptive 
adjectives to create 
imagery. 

3. I could extend my 
understanding of 
chosen words by 
adding actions to 
them.  

Read the first page of chapter three up 
to, ‘…dipping in a tin full of black stuff.’ 
(p.35) 
Invite the children to consider what Mr 
Sawdust might be doing and what clues 
in the text might suggest this. Continue 
reading without sharing the illustration 
of the cat and stop at, ‘…might well 
have sent Olga off to sleep again.’ 
(p.37) Discuss who or what might be 
watching Olga?  
Main Teaching 
Invite the children to sketch what they 
visualise. Read the section again and 
invite the children to discuss and 
hypothesise based on the clues in the 
text. Discuss with the children which 
words and phrases helped them to 
picture the scene. Note these on the 
working wall.  
Is the thing watching Olga harmless or 
something that Olga should be 
concerned about? 
Share the accompanying illustration on 
page 36-37. Discuss, reflect upon and 
note whether this changes their view. If 
so, consider the: o Composition o 
Positioning of the characters o Size of 

Provide each child 
with a strip and 
invite them to 
reference the 
language generated 
from the discussion 
and text to write a 
word or phrase that 
best describes the 
cat. 
BARE: Chn write a 
simple sentence to 
describe the cat. 
ARE: Chn write 
sentence using 
adjectives to 
describe the cat. 
AARE: Chn write 
sentence using 
expanded noun 
phrases. 

 As a class 
to share 
and order 
the strips to 
formulate a 
group 
poem.  
 
Add the 
word 
‘closer’ 
between 
each strip 
to 
emphasise 
the tension 
of the 
approaching 
creature 
and agree 
with the 
class what 
they think 
would be a 
fitting last 
line to 
either 
punctuate, 
heighten or 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

SILVER 



the characters o Facial expression o 
Body language. 

dissipate 
the tension. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues See separate 
planning 
 
 
 
 

See separate 
planning 
 

LO: To perform a scene 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must speak clearly 

and confidently 
2. I should add facial 

expressions to my 
speech. 

3. I could explain my 
characters thoughts 
and feelings. 
 

Introduction  
Read on to ‘... object belonged to the 
same creature and she took it,’ (p.38) 
Invite the children to  predict what 
Olga might do next and what they 
think she should do.  
Main Teaching 
Read on to ‘WRETCHED ANIMAL!’ 
(p.39) Share the double page spread 
and draw the children’s attention to 
the way the words, ‘...high  sound of 
mingled pain...’ fall off the line and 
appear to represent the physical act of 
the cat  jumping off the hutch and 
running away. Why did the author and 
illustrator choose to arrange the words 
and illustrations in this way? What 
effect does it have?  
Enlarge the text from this scene and 
invite the children to draw out the 
words that most effectively convey the 
drama and intensify the chaos and 
disruption caused by the bite. 
Highlight/ circle the words that are 
most effective in doing this.   
Model how to approach Reader’s 
Theatre using the text from ‘Biding her 
time...’ to ‘...she made a  dive.’ (p.38)  
 
Divide the children into groups, giving 
each group a section of text to prepare 
a Readers Theatre (see attached to end 
of planning) performance, ensuring 

BARE: Mixed ability 
groups to perform. 
ARE: Mixed ability 
groups to perform. 
AARE: Mixed ability 
groups to perform. 

Chn to 
perform their 
pieces. 
Create a grid 
that 
represents 
each moment 
in the scene.  
Consider the 
performances 
of the 
Reader’s 
Theatre and 
discuss which 
words and 
phrases 
stood out 
most.  
Note these in 
the relevant 
section of the 
grid. 
 
 
 
 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



that they do the make choices that 
help to convey how the drama of the 
scene plays out. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled 

and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed See separate 
planning 
 

See separate 
planning 
 

LO: To write group 
stanzas 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must know how to 

format a stanza 
2. I should work 

collaboratively in a 
group and share my 
ideas. 

3. I could use 
descriptive 
adjectives to create 
imagery.   

Introduction 
Recap and remind the children 
what they were doing in the 
previous session and revisit the 
grid of phrases on the board.  
Main Teaching 
Invite children to work in groups 
or pairs and draw on the 
discussion and language 
generated to form their own 
stanza that captures the drama of 
the moment and utilises the 
words that most effectively 
capture this.  
 
You might choose to use this as an 
opportunity to reflect on the 
difference  
between poetry and prose and 
consider how careful word 
choices and streamlining of 
language might assist you in 
getting to the heart of the 
moment.  
 
Once all the stanzas are drafted, 
arrange them in an order with the 
children with an appropriate 
repeat refrain such as ‘hurry, 
hurry’ that intersperses each 
stanza as modelled in the example  
below.  

BARE: Mixed ability 
groups to create a 
stanza 
ARE: Mixed ability 
groups to create a 
stanza 
AARE: Mixed 
ability groups to 
create a stanza 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chn to present their 
stanza’s to the class. 

 
Final drafts can be 
written in words of 
varying sizes and laid 
out in different ways to 
convey the meaning 
using silver sharpies on 
a cut out copy of the 
cat with bristled fur 
featured on the double 
page spread on pp.42-
43.  
  

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



Voices growing impatient 
Red in the face 
Heavy breath, struggling, 
struggling HURRY! HURRY! 
Extending, extending  
More and more HURRY! HURRY! 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs See separate 
planning 
 

See separate 
planning 
 

L.O. To develop ideas 
through oral storytelling 
and story mapping. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must create a story 

with a beginning, 
middle and end. 

2. I should be able to 
verbally retell the 
story. 

3. I could extend story 
telling skills by using 
descriptive language. 

Introduction  
This part of the sequence is spread over 
three sessions to allow time and 
consideration for each of the stages of 
the writing process, from generating 
ideas to drafting content, refining this 
by having the opportunity to have their 
work responded to and then editing and 
preparing for final publication.  
 
Read on to the end of chapter three.  
Discuss why they think guinea pigs 
don’t have tails.  
Scribe their guesses or invite them to 
jot these down on a post-it note to add 
to the working wall or class reading 
journal.  
Read chapter four.  
Discuss their impression of Olga’s 
version of why guinea pigs don’t have 
tails.  
 
Invite the children to create their own 
version of how guinea pigs lost their 
tails.  
 
Each group could be provided with one 
of the stories featured in the  
collection and be given the opportunity 
prepare a retelling of the story.  
 
 
Main Teaching 

BARE: Chn create 
their story map using 
the template, sound 
mats, adult support 
ARE: Chn create their 
story map using the 
template,. 
AARE: Chn create 
their story map using 
the template, 

Chn to 
share their 
story idea 
with their 
partner.  
 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



Demonstrate story mapping using 
Olga’s version of the story. Explain to 
the chn that they will be creating a 
story map for their own idea – following 
the same structure. Give the chn today 
to come up with their tale or how 
guinea pigs lost their tails. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri See separate 
planning 
 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To write a story 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must create a story 

with a beginning, 
middle and end. 

2. I should use finger 
spaces, capital 
letters and full 
stops. 

3. I could extend story 
telling skills by using 
descriptive 
language. 

Introduction 
Remind the chn what they were doing 
yesterday and give them a few minutes 
to familiarise themselves with their 
story map again.  
 
Main Teaching 
   
Explain to the children that they will 
start writing their own tales today.  
 
Bring them to the carpet and model 
using the story map to start writing 
their tale. 
 
Emphasise focusing on one box at a 
time, the language that will be used. 
Past tense, third person etc. Pick out 
any adjectives that could be improved 
with more ambitious ones. Make sure 
to make a point of re-reading the 
sentences before moving on to the next 
one to make sure they flow on to one 
another.  
 
Explain to the chn that they are just 
going to start their stories today and 
they will have time to finish them next 
week, so don’t rush!  

BARE: Chn to start 
writing their stories 
using cloze 
procedure – “Once 
upon a time there 
was______ 
who______” 
ARE: Chn to start 
writing their stories 
AARE: Chn to start 
writing their stories 

Chn to be 
given time 
to re-read 
and check 
what they 
have 
written so 
far in order 
to look for 
capital 
letters, 
finger 
spaces, full 
stops etc.  

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 



 


