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L.O. To understand how to accurately 
list and locate countries in North 
America. 
 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must know where North America is 

in the World. 
2. I should know what countries make 

up North America. 
3. I could know the bordering countries 

of The United States of America. 
4. I could know the Oceans that 

surround North America. 

Input: This half term, we are going to be 
focusing on North America. Has anybody 
ever been to America? Do we know 
anything about North America? 
 
Show children a large map of the whole of 
America. Explain that it’s split into two; 
North and South. Also show children the 
section known as Central America. 
 
Show http://safeshare.tv/v/9RhPlrgk0-0 
 
Task: Using an atlas, the children will label 
all the countries in North and Central 
America (Canada, United States and 
Mexico). Make children aware that at the 
bottom of the map there is the start of South 
America. Then, find out the names of the 2 
neighbouring countries of the USA and label 
them. 
Finally, find out the name of the oceans 
surrounding North America. 
 
Plenary: Discuss what the children have 
discovered and go through the correct 
labels.  

 
https://safeshare.tv/x/9RhPlrgk0-
0 

 

  

GOLD 

http://safeshare.tv/v/9RhPlrgk0-0
https://safeshare.tv/x/9RhPlrgk0-0
https://safeshare.tv/x/9RhPlrgk0-0
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L.O. To learn how to find and name 
the states of North America. 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must know why there are 50 stars 

on the American flag. 
2. I should be able to locate different 

states on a map. 
3. I could use a compass for direction. 
 

Input: Show the US flag again– why do you 
think it has 50 stars? 
Confirm that there are 50 states in America 
– can anybody describe what a state is? 
They are like small countries, but if you are 
American, you don’t need a passport to 
travel from one to another. Each state has 
its own identify, including its own capital city 
and flag. Can anybody name any states? 
Take feedback. Allow the children to 
complete the first task of labelling the states. 
Then talk the children through the points of 
a compass – how can you remember the 
order? Practise task on a map of the UK 
before allowing them to use their own USA 
maps.  
 
Task: Firstly children must label the 
different starts on a map of the USA. Then 
using an eight point compass, they 
complete the direction activity.  
The first section is all about direction.  The 
second section focuses on location. 
 
Plenary: Hold a mini competition – see how 
many states children can name- deciding 
whether or not to have a time limit. 
 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, pencil, and 
colouring pencils. 
 
 
 
 

. 
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L.O. To understand how to name 
and locate physical geographical 
regions in North America. 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must be able to find the 

names of a desert, river and 
mountain range in North 
America. 

2. I should be able to locate the 
regions on a map. 

3. I could recall information on 
some of the areas in detail. 

Input: Recap the work from last 
lesson. Tell the children that 
North America has many 
different regions, lots of 
mountain ranges and deserts. 
 
Task: Using the atlases, ask 
children (in pairs) to locate which 
state the Everglades are in 
(Florida). The Everglades 
National Park is the largest 
subtropical wilderness in the US. 
It is home to some incredibly rare 
species.  Watch video explaining 
what the Everglades are. Repeat 
for the Mojave desert 
(California). 
 
On the blank map, children 
should label as many different 
regions as they can find, using 
an atlas, including the two we 
have discussed. Children then 
create their own key for their 
map. Deserts must be all one 
colour, rivers another, mountains 
etc. Mountains could be shown 
on the map by drawing upside 
down V’s. 
 
Plenary: On a post-it note, 
children must write 1 thing they 
have learnt this lesson and one 
thing they would like to find out. 
Share with the class. 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen and pencils.   
 
Everglades National Park 3-minute Tour - 
YouTube 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7qwO6Yd6nA   

Children watch 
National 
Geographic 
videos on the 
Everglades and 
the Mojave 
Desert.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkNEBAZq0rM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkNEBAZq0rM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7qwO6Yd6nA
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L.O. To know human and 
physical characteristics of an 
area of North America. 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must know what human and 

physical geography are. 
2. I should be able to conduct my 

own research safely and 
effectively. 

3. I could present my findings in 
an interesting way. 

Input: Recap what we have 
learnt so far. Each table is going 
to look at an area of North 
America – split it up into 4, the 
Midwest, the North-East, the 
South and the West– 1 per table. 
 
It’s your job to find out the 
human and physical 
characteristic of your area. What 
do you think I mean by this? 
Ask the children what the 
differences between human and 
physical geography are? Take 
suggestions and list ideas on the 
whiteboard. (Climate, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes, 
earthquakes, settlements, land 
use, tourism, trade links). 
 
Recap the features of a tourist 
information leaflet and show 
some examples.  
 
Task: Children produce an 
information leaflet about their 
given area. 
 
Plenary: Children feedback to 
the class what they have learnt 
about their area. 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, pencil, and colouring pencils. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Kk_xtIVUQo  

Children produce 
a tourist 
information 
leaflet using 
pictures and 
maps/diagrams.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Kk_xtIVUQo
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L.O. To understand lines of latitude and 
longitude. 
 
 
 
Success Criteria 
1. I must understand what lines of longitude and 

latitude are. 
2. I should be able to locate the Tropics of 

Capricorn and Cancer. 
3. I could locate North America and answer 

questions on its position in the world.  

Input:  Show children the latitude and longitude 
PowerPoint and explain that the continent of 
North America is in the Northern Hemisphere. It 
has lots of lines of latitude and longitude running 
through it. Tell the children that the tropics are 
the only part of Earth where the Sun sometimes 
shines straight down. Because the sunlight is so 
strong, the tropics are generally warmer than 
other parts of Earth. 
 
Task: Give children each a globe image, with 
the lines of latitude and longitude on. How many 
lines does North America have running through 
it? Does the equator pass through North 
America? 
Allow children to plot the Tropic of Cancer and 
the Tropic of Capricorn.  
 
 
Plenary: Children answer the following 
questions in their books: 

1. What is the equator?  
2. Does the equator run through America?  
3. Which hemisphere is North America in? 
4. What do we mean by latitude and 

longitude? 
5. What is the latitude and longitude of 

North America?  

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 
and colouring 
pencils. 
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