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To develop an awareness of the past in the context 
of comparing present-day London to the London that 
existed before 1666. 
 

1. I must talk about how the buildings in London 
were different in the past. 

 
2. I should talk about how people travelled 

differently in London and the past. 
 

3. I could compare past and present London to 
say what things are different and similar. 

Introduction: Can we create our own timeline? Start 
off by talking about events that have happened in 
the past of the children’s lives and put them into a 
timeline e.g. year of birth, started school, etc. or 
timeline of the week to discuss events. Use the 
Timeline Year Cards to distribute amongst children in 
pairs/groups.  Can the children organise themselves 
in order from earliest year to the most recent?  
Children to place the years into order and explain 
that the year 1666 was around 350 years ago and 
that this was an important time in British history 
that you will be focusing on. Use London Past and 
Present Lesson Presentation (pictures of London at 
different stages in history) to discuss where London 
is and how it has changed.  Go up to slide no. 15.  
Look at pictures of landscape, buildings and homes, 
transport and people from present day London. 
Present Day London: Discuss what they can see in 
pictures of modern London. What are the houses 
and buildings made from?  What do people wear?  
What jobs are people doing? How do people travel? 
Look at slide 16. Now ask children to discuss these 
same questions about what they think was different 
350 years ago. How do you think London was 
different in the past? What can we use to find out? 
(Try not to give away information about life during 
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the 17th century at this point – you are trying to 
ascertain what the children currently think and know 
about this historical period and their awareness of 
the past.) How was London different in the past?  
 
Activity: Use London Past and Present Activity Sheet 
for the children to work in pairs to draw pictures of 
London in 1666 and 2015: A house/buildings, 
People, Types of travel, A street at night. Use a mini-
plenary to ask children to discuss and share their 
ideas. 
Less confident children could sort pictures into old 
and modern London categories using the London 
Square Cards. 
Ext: look at a map of present-day London and draw 
their own version of a map of 1666 London. 
  
Plenary: Ask the children to share some of their 
pictures and explain the reasoning behind their 
drawings.  Look through rest of slides on Lesson 
Presentation to show images of 17th century London 
and explain differences to present-day (particularly 
stress the importance that many homes in London 
were built from wood, also that there was no fire 
brigade in 1666!).  Discuss sources of evidence e.g. 
paintings, drawings, surviving maps, etc. Look for 
children who can make comparisons and show an 
awareness of how London was different in 1666. 
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Less confident children could sort pictures into old 
and modern London categories using the London 
Square Cards. 
Ext: look at a map of present-day London and draw 
their own version of a map of 1666 London. 
  
Plenary: Ask the children to share some of their 
pictures and explain the reasoning behind their 
drawings.  Look through rest of slides on Lesson 
Presentation to show images of 17th century London 
and explain differences to present-day (particularly 
stress the importance that many homes in London 
were built from wood, also that there was no fire 
brigade in 1666!).  Discuss sources of evidence e.g. 
paintings, drawings, surviving maps, etc. Look for 
children who can make comparisons and show an 
awareness of how London was different in 1666. 
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To know and understand key features of an event 
beyond living memory that are nationally significant 
in the context of finding out about the Great Fire of 
London and how it started.  
 

1. I must find out about how the Great Fire of 
London started and spread. 

 
2. I should be able to discuss a timeline of events. 

 
3. I could explain why the fire was so bad.  

Introduction: Sing ‘London’s Burning’. Can we sing it 
in a round? Do they know the origins of this song? 
What is it about? 
How did the Great Fire of London start? Set context 
of the Great Fire; it began on Sunday 2nd September 
1666, on Pudding Lane. Look at the address on 
google maps; zoom in and out to see wider context 
of London and use street view to look at Pudding 
Lane as it is today. Look at timeline on The Events of 
the Great Fire Lesson Presentation and explain that 
you will be focusing on how the fire began and 
spread, and how long it lasted. Why did the fire 
spread so quickly? Use During the Great Fire of 
London video to show children how the fire began 
and started to spread.   In talk partners, children to 
discuss the reasons they can think of from the 
information they have seen and heard about why 
the fire spread so quickly. Feedback as whole class, 
elicit correct answers; a. all houses were very close 
together and made of wood; b. the wind was strong; 
c. there was no fire brigade; d. it had been hot so 
everything was dry and not much water left in the 
Thames to use to put out the fire. In what order did 
events happen? Talk partners discuss the events and 
discuss what happens at the start and end of the 
timeline.  Feedback their ideas to the class. Model 
and remind children how we could place these 
events onto a timeline in order.  
 
Activity:  Create a freeze frame of what one or two 
of the events of the Great Fire would have looked 
like. 
Challenge children to create their own zig-zag book 
of the chronological events of the Great Fire. 
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Plenary: Ask children to show their timelines of the 
Great Fire; can the children describe the sequence of 
events in the correct chronological order? For those 
children who have created freeze frames of different 
parts of the Great Fire, can the other children guess 
what they are portraying? Look for children who 
demonstrate a good understanding of the key 
features of the Great Fire of London and of the 
chronological order of events. 
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To understand some of the ways in which we find out 
about the past and identify different ways in which it is 
represented through discovering the primary sources 
depicting the Great Fire of London.  
 

1. I must understand how we know about the Great 
Fire of London. 

 
2. I should be able to discuss the main events. 

 
3. I could give reasons why some sources are not 

helpful. 

Introduction: What were the main events of the Great 
Fire? Ask children to recap the main events that they can 
remember about the Great Fire, then use the Lesson 
Presentation to read through what we know.  How Do We 
Know About the Great Fire? What is an eyewitness?  How 
can an eyewitness help to explain what happened in the 
past? Show the painting of the Great Fire; ask children to 
look closely and imagine this is the scene they can see 
when they look out of the classroom window. How do you 
feel? What will you do?   Samuel Pepys: What sources 
help us know what happened during the Great Fire? 
Explain that Samuel Pepys was an eyewitness; read 
through information about him and diary extract.  Tell the 
children that they are going to be history detectives! 
Explain that an object that helps historians to find out 
facts about the past is called a source.  Which of these 
items/sources helps us to know how the fire started?  
(Answer: The eyewitness statement) Explain reasons why 
the other sources are not helpful: the portrait of King 
Charles does not help because it does not tell us about 
what happened in London; the drawing tells us what parts 
of London were affected, but not where it started.  Which 
of these sources help us to find out more about the Great 
Fire? Use the Sources of Information About the Great Fire 
Activity : Ask the children to be history detectives and 
decide which sources can help them to find out more 
about what happened in the Great Fire of London. 
(Answers: Samuel Pepys’ diary, London Gazette report 
from 3rd September 1666, eyewitness statement and the 
painting of the Great Fire from 1670) The distinction on 
the Activity Sheet between which sources relate directly 
to the Great Fire are more obvious. Challenge children to 
complete sentences explaining how each source helps us 
to understand what happened during the Great Fire. Use 
sentence starters page on the Activity Sheet. Which 
sources did you choose? Ask children to share the sources 
that they think help us to find out about the Great Fire 
and explain their reasons why. Also ask the children to 
discuss why they dismissed some of the sources as not 
helpful and explain their reasons why.  
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Plenary: Look for children who can show understanding 
of some of the ways in which we can find out about the 
past and can explain their reasoning.   
History 
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To understand key features of events, choosing and using 
parts of stories and asking and answering questions through 
discussing and thinking of the ways in which London was 
changed and rebuilt after the Great Fire. 
 

1. I must find out how London was rebuilt after the 
Great Fire. 

 
2. I should be able to explain who made the decisions. 

 
3. I could explain why the King wanted London 

rebuilt. 
 

Introduction: Why did the Great Fire eventually stop? 
With the children, recap why the fire stopped (houses 
were pulled down to stop the fire spreading to other 
houses, the wind had died down). Discuss the impact of 
the fire on London, and the devastation it had caused, 
leading to the city needing to rebuild. Who made the 
decisions about what happened next to London? Who 
was involved in rebuilding London after the fire? Use talk 
partners for children to discuss who might be involved in 
making decisions; elicit answers such as the King, 
architects, the Lord Mayor. How should London be 
rebuilt? Explain that the King wanted London to be rebuilt 
so that a disaster such as the Great Fire could not be 
repeated. Show the children pictures of the streets of 
London before the fire, and discuss. Q. What was 
dangerous? What could make the new houses safer? 
What can be done to make the streets cleaner? What 
could they do to make the streets safer? Make a list on 
the board of things the children think of that would make 
London a safer place.  
Activity: ask one child to be the King, the rest are people 
of London who have questions about what will happen to 
their city. Encourage children to ask questions reflecting 
the experiences of people in London who lived through 
the Great Fire. What will they want and need now? Will 
they be angry with the King? How will they feel? What will 
they want him to do? How would you rebuild London? 
Explain to the children that they are going to be an 
architect in 1666 who wants to re-design London as a 
safer place. Model this first, drawing a house and street 
and labelling various features e.g. houses made from 
bricks. Children to create a design of a London street for 
King Charles II, detailing their ideas about what the new 
houses and streets should look like, with labels for 
materials and new safety features.  Children can use the 
Build a House Activity, so that they can piece together 
parts of a new house and label materials used. Discuss 
their ideas for how the house is safe and better than the 
wooden homes of 1666. Children could write a simple 

 drama 



speech to the King, outlining their ideas for improving 
London, alongside their design of a London street. What 
actually happened after the Great Fire? Ask children to 
share their ideas about rebuilding London from their 
poster.  
 
Plenary: Make links between any similarities between the 
ideas the children have; what things do they agree that 
London needed? Read through the information about 
what actually happened to London after the Great Fire. 
What is similar and different to the ideas that the children 
thought of? Explain that you can still see some of the 
houses in London today that were built after the Great 
Fire. Show the pictures of the Monument and St Pauls; 
explain that these landmarks were built after the fire. 
Look for children who can show understanding about how 
London changed after the Great Fire and ask thoughtful, 
enquiring questions into the impact and resulting changes 
that occurred to London as a result of this significant 
event in history. 
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To understand key features of events, choosing and using 
parts of stories and asking and answering questions 
through creating a newspaper report, describing the main 
events of the Great Fire. I can show what I have learned 
about the Great Fire of London 

Introduction:  What have we learned about the Great Fire 
of London? Quiz!! Ask children to answer these questions 
about the Great Fire: When was it?   Where did it start?   
Why did it start?   Why did it spread?   What did people 
do to put it out?   How was London and the people living 
there affected by the fire?   How do we know about the 
fire?   What happened in London after the fire? Record 
the children’s answers on the whiteboard. How did 
people find out that there was a fire in London? Ask 
children to think of the different ways in which people 
would find out about the fire e.g. people would write 
letters to each other via the post, send messages via 
people travelling on horseback. Explain that the London 
Gazette was the first newspaper in Britain, and was first 
published in February 1666. The London Gazette was not 
a newspaper in the modern sense; it was sent by post to 
those who paid for it, not printed for sale to the general 
public.  How could we write a report of the Great Fire? 
Explain that the children are now reporters for the 
London Gazette in 1666 and need to interview an 
eyewitness to the Great Fire!  
 
Activity: ask the children to imagine that you are Samuel 
Pepys and that they are reporters. In partners, they need 
to think of questions to ask you. The children should ask 
you questions and make notes on whiteboards or in their 
exercise books. They could use these questions when 
writing their report.  The London Gazette: Explain to the 
children that they are going to be a reporter working for 
The London Gazette in 1666, who has been chosen to 
report on the fire that has destroyed much of London.  
The children can work in pairs and use their notes from 
the hot seating activity and their own knowledge of the 
Great Fire that they have gained over the course of the 
teaching unit, to create their own newspaper report.   Use 
mixed ability pairing: the less confident children could 
contribute their ideas and instead of writing could draw 
the illustrations for the report. 
More confident children could be encouraged to use 
quotes from Samuel Pepys and other eyewitnesses in 
their report.  
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Plenary: The Editor: Ask children to choose the favourite 
parts of their reports; group pairs together and ask them 
to read these sections of the report to each other. Have 
they recalled the events in the correct order? Have they 
missed any important details? How do quotes from the 
eyewitnesses improve the report? What do they like 
about each other’s report? What could be improved? 
Look for children who thoughtfully choose significant 
parts of the story in their report and questioning of others 
to demonstrate a detailed understanding of the Great Fire 
of London. 

 

 


