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L.O. To understand the Maya Gods 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand the Mayan religious 

traditions 
2. I should understand the importance of the 

Maya Gods 
3. I could understand the roles of the Mayan 

Gods. 

Input: Use the PowerPoint from Twinkl to 
understand the Mayan Gods and the importance of 
religion to the Maya. 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-071-
planit-history-uks2-the-maya-civilisation-lesson-2-
religion-and-gods-lesson-pack  
 
Task: Children must create a set top trumps of the 
Mayan Gods. This must include a picture of the God, 
its name, what is it the God of. Give it points for 
looks, power, respect and ‘coolness’. 
 
Plenary: Children play a game with their cards.  
 

Twinkl 
PowerPoint 
 
Top Trump 
templates 
 
Pictures of the 
Gods and 
their 
descriptions 

Drawing top trumps 

  

Lesson Learning Objective and Success Criteria Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L.O. To understand how to use a range of resources 
to be a researcher 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand what an artefact is 

2. I could understand what a primary researcher 
is 

3. I should understand what a secondary 
researcher is. 

Input: Use PowerPoint from Twinkl to look at 
Explorers and Discoverers of Mayan artefacts. 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-073-
planit-history-uks2-the-maya-civilisation-lesson-4-
exploration-and-discovery-lesson-pack  
 
Task: Tell chn we are going to be primary and 
secondary researchers. A few children will go to the 
hall and become the artefacts (posing as the Mayan 

Twinkl 
PowerPoint 
 
Pictures of 
Mayan 
artefacts 
 
iPads/cameras 
 

Use rainforest music in 
the background to set 
the scene. 
 
Acting out as 
researchers and 
explorers. 

BRONZE 
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artefacts with the picture of that artefact in the 
background).  
 
Explain to the children that the hall has turned into a 
Mayan city and that there are new artefacts to 
discover. Half the class will be primary investigators 
and explore the hall. They can record their findings 
however they want, through pictures (ipads), 
drawing a map, drawing the artefact itself, writing 
about the artefact, recording a short film etc. 
Then these children show their findings to the other 
half of the hall, the secondary researchers. These 
will take the findings, discuss with their partner and 
can either write a short passage to describe the 
artefact, draw a map, create a story about the 
artefact etc. (Take pictures of books).  
 
Plenary: Talk to the class about their different roles. 
Which role is more reliable? Why?  
 

Clipboards, 
plain paper 
and pencils 
 
Colouring 
pencils. 
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L.O. To understand the Mayan writing system. 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand logograms 

2. I should understand syllabograms 
3. I could write a sentence using Mayan symbols. 

Input: Use the PowerPoint from Twinkl to 
understand the Mayan writing system – logograms 
and syllabograms. 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-074-
planit-history-uks2-the-maya-civilisation-lesson-5-
maya-writing-lesson-pack  
 
To practise understanding  the different logograms, 
play a game of Pictionary where children must guess 
what logogram is being drawn.  
Task: Using the Mayan logograms, children should 
write a few sentences into their books. They could 
use English words for those not on the board.  
 
Plenary: Allow their partner to decode the sentence 
they have just written. 
 

Twinkl 
PowerPoint 
 
 

Drawing Mayan 
logograms.  
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L.O. To understand the Mayan calendar 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand the Mayan calendar is 

split into two cycles 
2. I could understand what the two cycles 

represent 
3. I could compare a modern-day calendar 

and a Mayan calendar. 

Starter: Using the Twinkl resource, show children the 
Mayan numbering. Can the children work out what each 
symbol means? (Ellipse looking symbol is zero, dot is 1 
and line is 5). https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-h-
4400-ancient-mayan-number-system-display-poster  
 
Input: Explain how the Mayans used astrology to 
understand the date just like we do. They created a 
calendar in two parts: The Haab and the Tzolkin. The Haab 
was a 365 days cycle The Tzolkin was used by the priests 
to decide important dates and events.  
 
Watch the YouTube video to show how the calendar 
works. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhWItvjk9Yg&t=136s  
 
Task: Children to compare the Mayan calendar and the 
modern-day calendar by filling in a comparison table.  
 
Plenary: Which calendar to you find easier to use? Why? 
 

Twinkl 
resource 
 
YouTube video 
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L.O. What have we learnt about the Mayans? 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must use the correct format for a letter. 

2. I should include interesting facts in full 
sentences 

3. I could include correct punctuation in my 
letter. 

Input: Recap what we have learnt about the Maya people. 
Where were they situated? What was their food like? 
What is El Castillo? How was religion important to the 
Maya? What was their writing system like? Write down 
ideas in a spider diagram. 
Recap features of a letter. 
 
Task: Children to write a letter to a Mayan child to let 
them know what they have learnt about their life and why 
it has been so interesting.  
 
Plenary: Children to assess and up level their own letters 
and then share their letters to the class. 
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