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L.O.   To pre-assess my 
knowledge on the Ancient 
Greeks. 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand where Greece 

is and that it has a history. 
2. I should be able place the 

Ancient Greeks in British 
chronology. 

3. I could retrieve my existing 
knowledge and ask questions 
about a unit. 

Input: Introduce the topic of the 
‘Ancient Greeks.’ Ask the children if 
they can identify Greece on a map 
of Europe. Have they ever been 
there? What comes to their minds 
when they think of Ancient Greece? 
What do they already know? What 
5 questions would they like to find 
out? Give the children some 
different time periods and ask the 
children to order them 
chronologically. Show the children 
a video on life in Ancient Greeks. 
Explain to the children that one of 
the most famous tales is the story 
of the Trojan war. Ask them how 
the Trojan war started? Think about 
The Adventures of Odysseus. 
 
Task: Create a concept map. 
Children write unit title (The Ancient 
Greeks) and thought shower prior 
knowledge, using bullet points and 
illustrations.  
 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, pencil and colouring pencils. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z9kmhv4 

Drawings on the 
concept map. 

GOLD 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hO6WpwFpf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hO6WpwFpf8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z9kmhv4


Plenary: Gallery viewing - Share 
ideas. Talk about what will be 
taught in future lessons. 
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L.O.  How do we know what life 
was like in the Ancient Greek 
period? 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must understand the nature of 
historical sources. 
2. I should be able to ask 
appropriate questions about a 
source. 
3. I could use prior knowledge and 
apply it to a source to make 
deductions about the past. 

Input: Allow the children time to 
discuss how we know about the 
past? How do historians get their 
information? What does an 
archaeologist do? What are 
artefacts? Explain what artefacts 
are and show some examples of 
Ancient Greek Artefacts. What 
questions could we ask when 
looking at artefacts? Go through an 
example together. 
 
 
Task: In groups, give the children 
pictures of Ancient Greek artefacts 
and using who, what, where, why, 
when. They must use these to 
deduce facts about the Ancient 
Greek period. 
 
Plenary: Each group feedback 
about their artefact and what they 
discovered. Children discuss if we 
only had these artefacts to go on, 
what would we think if the Ancient 
Greeks? 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, pencil, colouring pencils and 
photographs. 
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L.O.  To understand the differences between 
the Ancient Greek states. 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand what a city state was. 
2. I should use secondary sources to find out 

information about Athens and Sparta. 
3. I could compare and contrast Athens and 

Sparta based on historical evidence. 
 
 
 

Input: Recap the previous learning with the 
children. What were the differences between the 
states? Tell them that the two most important 
states were Athens and Sparta. Give the 
children some information about the two states 
and allow them to spend time researching. Bring 
the class back together and take feedback. 
Vote: Where would they rather live? Recap the 
features of a leaflet. Ensure that the children are 
aware that there should be short bursts of 
information and colourful decorations and 
designs to attract attention.  
 
Task: Children to create a welcome leaflet for 
either Athens OR Sparta.  
 
 
Plenary: Gallery viewing of leaflets. 
 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil. 
 
 

Designing and 
producing a leaflet.  
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L.O.  What was democracy like in 
the Ancient Greek times? 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand what 

democracy is. 
2. I should be able to understand 

the democratic system of the 
Ancient Greeks. 

3. I could compare Ancient Greek 
democracy to the modern day. 

Input: Recap previous learning. 
What do they think the word 
democracy means? Take 
feedback. Watch the first 50 
seconds of the video. What did 
they find out? Was it a FAIR 
democracy? What rules may they 
have decided on in Athens? What 
would you change? Tell the 
children that today they will be 
deciding some new laws for 
Athens, show some examples. 
Hand out role play cards. 
 
Task: Children debate new law in 
their groups and then vote (if they 
are allowed based on their card). 
 
Plenary:  Children write a 
reflection on what they have 
learnt and how Greek democracy 
is different to today. 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, pencil, and colouring pencils. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6jgWxkbR7A 

Drama – acting 
out Ancient 
Greek 
democracy.  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6jgWxkbR7A
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L.O.  To learn about the beliefs of the Ancient 
Greeks.  
 
Success Criteria 
1. I must know what a belief is. 
2. I should be able to deduce information about 

Greek beliefs and religious practices from 
pictures and artefacts. 

3. I could explain about the beliefs of the Ancient 
Greeks. 

4. I could use this information to inform my 
writing.  

Input:  Discuss the background to Greek gods 
and goddesses. Discuss human and non-human 
qualities. 
 
Task: Use PowerPoint to show pictures and 
descriptions of Zeus, Hestia, Demeter, 
Ares, Poseidon, Aphrodite, Hera, Hades, 
encourage the children to make notes as the 
class teacher goes through the information.  
 
Children complete a fact-file on a Greek god 
using research sources (fact sheet/iPads). 
Extension: Children write a prayer to their 
chosen God.  
 
Plenary: Children share their fact-files and read 
out their prayers. 
 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 
and colouring 
pencils. 
 
iPads/Chrome 
books 
  
 

Detailed illustrations 
for the fact file.  
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L.O.  Who was Alexander the Great? 
 
 
Success Criteria 
1. I must be able to recall information about 

Alexander the Great. 
2. I should be able to analyse the evidence. 
3. I could present an argument, using facts to 

support my views. 

Input: Introduce Alexander the Great to the 
class and explore his achievements. Show the 
poem and the video clip about his successes in 
battle and why so many people consider him to 
be great. Children are given an event from 
Alexander’s life and must rein act it in front of 
the class. 
 
Task: Children imagine they are going to make 
a movie about Alexander the Great and story 
board the most important events from his life. 
 
Plenary: Gallery viewing and class debate on 
whether he was great or not. 

Topic books, 
Handwriting 
pens, 
pencils 
 
 

Illustrations and 
pictures for the 
storyboard.  
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L.O.  How have the Ancient Greeks 
influenced the world we live in today? 
 
Success Criteria 
1. I must include the address, date, 

dear…, yours sincerely. 
2. I should use precise vocabulary to 

express my gratitude. 
3. I should use a range of punctuation 

accurately. 
4. I could use ambitious vocabulary to 

show historical knowledge. 

Input: Recap all learning on the 
Ancient Greeks. Ask the children what 
legacy means? Watch the video on 
what the Ancient Greeks did for us and 
whether the Ancient Greeks changed 
the way that we think? Show some 
examples. Recap the features of a 
letter. 
 
Task: Children write a letter to the 
Ancient Greeks thanking them for their 
achievements and how they have 
helped to shape our lives. 
 
Plenary: Children up-level with their 
purple polishing pen and fill in their 
marking ladders. 

Topic books, 
Handwriting pens, 
pencils 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z8q8wmn 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z8q8wmn

