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L.O. To 
understand 
the 
importance of 
chronology. 
 
 
Success 
Criteria: 
1. I must 

know that 
chronology 
means 
from earlier 
to latest. 

2. I should be 
able to 
apply this 
to the life of 
Pocahonta
s 

3. I could 
appreciate 
that 
different 

Input: To introduce the activity, ask 
the children if they know anything 
about Pocahontas. Who was she? 
Where was she born? What did she 
did do? Write down children's 
comments and save for the final 
session on your display when they 
can review their learning. 

Introduce Pocahontas through 
looking at different pictures/statues 
of her and ask the children to 
describe what they can see.  What 
is she wearing? What sort of person 
does she look like?  Describe the 
expression on her face. 

Ask the children who knows the 
story of Pocahontas? Explain we 
will be looking at two sources. What 
are sources? Source 1: Disney 
interactive story 
Source 2:  
http://www.history.com/topics/native
-american-history/pocahontas 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, pencil and colouring pencils. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/QhPCFX55VWYXHN3Bk7Vz58/wh
o-was-the-real-pocahontas  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZNrOdJoQJg  

Drawing
s on the 
comic 
strip. 

GOLD 

http://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/pocahontas
http://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/pocahontas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hO6WpwFpf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hO6WpwFpf8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/QhPCFX55VWYXHN3Bk7Vz58/who-was-the-real-pocahontas
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/QhPCFX55VWYXHN3Bk7Vz58/who-was-the-real-pocahontas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZNrOdJoQJg


sources will 
give me 
different 
versions of 
events. 

The legend of Pocahontas 
 
Discuss the differences between 
the two sources. How does the 
story differ? Why dis Disney choose 
a happy ending? Are they reliable? 
Why / why not? How can we find 
the truth? 
 
Explain tasks to groups. 
 
Task: Children to create a comic 
strip retelling the story of 
Pocahontas. 
 
Plenary: Children share what they 
included and why chronology is 
important.  
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L.O.  What was life 
like for Pocahontas 
and the Native 
Americans? 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must be able 
to work 
collaboratively 
in my group. 

2. I should be 
able to safely 
research 
questions and 
confidently 
feedback to 
the class. 

3. I could build a 
model of a 
traditional 
Native 
American 
home. 

Input: Talk about ways of life of 
the native Americans.  Encourage 
children to ask questions and to 
research some of their own 
answers. 
 
 
Task: Children to be split into 
groups to find answers for the 
following questions and be ready 
to feedback answers to the class. 
Questions: 
What were their homes like? What 
did they eat/wear? How did they 
enjoy themselves? What were 
some of their occupations and 
what did they spend their time 
doing? What was the countryside 
like where they lived? How did 
they travel and communicate? 
 
Plenary: Groups of children 
feedback to the rest of the class. 
Children to work in their groups to 
build a model of a traditional native 
American home. What does a 
native American home look like? 
Pull out the features. 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, pencil, and colouring pencils. 
 
Making a Tepee Sheet 
 

DT: 
Children 
construct 
a model 
of a 
Native 
American 
home.  
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L.O. Why did the British settlers go to North 
America and what was their journey like? 
 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must be able to track the journey that the 

British settlers made. 
2. I should be able to gather information from a 

primary source. 
3. I could create a bright and colourful poster that 

uses a bullet pointed list and modal verbs 
correctly. 
 
 

Input: Show the children a map of the North 
Atlantic and trace the route the ships would 
travel from England to Virginia. Talk about some 
of the reasons why the settlers might have 
wanted to leave England ( looking for new 
places to trade; searching for places where they 
could practise their religion freely; excitement in 
travelling) and about some of the dangers which 
they would face on the voyage ( bad weather; 
masts breaking; sails being ripped; poor food; 
lack of water; basic navigation aids). Show 
pictures of the ships in which the settlers would 
travel and talk about some of the dangers of the 
voyage.  Ask the children if they were travelling 
to a new land what they would take with them. 
Talk about some of the things which the settlers 
took with them. 

Task: Children to design a persuasive poster to 
encourage other British settlers to take to the 
seas. 

 
Plenary: Gallery viewing of posters. 
 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil. 
 
 

Pictures on the 
Poster.   
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L.O. Did the Native Americans and the settlers 
treat each other fairly? 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must know what human and physical 

geography are. 
2. I should be able to conduct my own research 

safely and effectively. 
3. I could present my findings in an interesting 

way. 

Input: Ask the children to draw an imaginary 
map on a large sheet of paper of where 
Pocahontas lived - encourage them to draw 
different features of the landscape - rivers, 
forests, mountains, plains and the sea. Ask them 
to draw in the places where Pocahontas might 
have lived with her family and to show where 
their favourite places are. When everything is 
drawn, tell the children they have taken up too 
much space. The English settlers want some of 
their land. Give the children scissors and ask 
them to cut off some land from their map to give 
to the settlers. 

Discuss with the children how they felt about 
this. Did they want to give away parts of their 
land? Which parts did they give the settlers? Did 
they think it was fair that they had to give up 
parts of their land? Encourage children to raise 
questions such as whom does the land belong 
to? Who has the best claim to the land? Ask 
them to think about how they might get their 
land back. 

Task: Alternatively play games in the hall where 
children are divided into native Americans and 
settlers. Place mats on the floor. Initially permit 
all children to have access to the mats. 
Gradually reduce the number of mats which the 
native Americans are allowed to stand on.  Talk 
with the children about how they felt. 

Explain that the settlers were dependent on the 
native Americans for supplies of food in the early 
days and Pocahontas arranged for food to be 
supplied to them. Talk with the children about 
whether the native Americans should support 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 
and colouring 
pencils. 
 
 

Children using 
observational skills 
and artistic 
techniques to create 
an image of where 
Pocahontas lived.   



the settlers with food. What might they ask for in 
return? 

Link to Thanks Giving 

Plenary: Children to think about rules for the 
native Americans and for the settlers. 

How can they live peaceably together? 
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L.O.  What happened to Pocahontas and why 
should we remember her? 
 
 
Success Criteria 
1. I must understand how Pocahontas must have 

felt when being forced to move away. 
2. I should be able to reflect on why Pocahontas 

should be remembered. 
3. I could create a memorial to Pocahontas. 

Input:  Tell the children the story of Pocahontas' 
kidnap and subsequent marriage. Encourage 
children to discuss whether it was fair to kidnap 
her after she had helped the English settlers. 

Explain how Pocahontas travelled to 
England.  Ask the children imagine whether she 
would like England. How would she feel about 
leaving her home?  What might Pocahontas find 
strange in England? What might people in 
England think about Pocahontas?  Tell the 
children that Pocahontas died on her way home 
back to North America. 

Return to pictures from activity 1. What else 
have children learned about Pocahontas? Have 
their views changed? What else would they like 
to know? Do they think the pictures/statues 
reflect the sort of person the children think she 
was like? 

Task: Ask the children if they think people 
should remember Pocahontas and why? 
Children might like to consider creating their own 
memorial to Pocahontas and explain why they 
have represented her in this way. 

 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 
and colouring 
pencils. 
 
 

Children design their 
own memorial.  
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L.O.  What happened to Pocahontas and why 
should we remember her? 
 
 
Success Criteria 
4. I must understand how Pocahontas must have 

felt when being forced to move away. 
5. I should be able to reflect on why Pocahontas 

should be remembered. 
6. I could create a memorial to Pocahontas. 

Input:  Tell the children the story of Pocahontas' 
kidnap and subsequent marriage. Encourage 
children to discuss whether it was fair to kidnap 
her after she had helped the English settlers. 

Explain how Pocahontas travelled to 
England.  Ask the children imagine whether she 
would like England. How would she feel about 
leaving her home?  What might Pocahontas find 
strange in England? What might people in 
England think about Pocahontas?  Tell the 
children that Pocahontas died on her way home 
back to North America. 

Return to pictures from activity 1. What else 
have children learned about Pocahontas? Have 
their views changed? What else would they like 
to know? Do they think the pictures/statues 
reflect the sort of person the children think she 
was like? 

Task: Ask the children if they think people 
should remember Pocahontas and why? 
Children might like to consider creating their own 
memorial to Pocahontas and explain why they 
have represented her in this way. 

 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 
and colouring 
pencils. 
 
 

Children design their 
own memorial.  

 

 


