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L.O. To learn how to sing up and down through pitch 
 
Success Criteria: 
I will be confident in singing, saying chants and 
rhymes and simple use of instruments.  
I be able to use appraising skills across a range of 
music styles  
I will be able to discriminate between different sounds 
and instruments. 

Input 
Session 1 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-
london/z4bft39 
 
Explain to the children we will be focusing on music 
about The Great Fire Of London. Set your 
chronometers forward to 1666 and to the City of 
London, near the River Thames. Hearing about 
sailing and rowing boats and ferries there during the 
Stuart period.  
Learn and sing Verse 1 of the song ‘Flow, flow, flow’, 
using a soft, gentle voice and taking a breath before 
each phrase. Copy the words of Verse 2 and the 
‘Coda’ (section at the end). 
 
Using the video, find out about Samuel Pepys and his 
diary. Meeting Pepys at home with his wife Elizabeth 
and hearing from his diary about the terrible plague 
in London in the previous year (1665).  
Listen to some ‘early’ instruments from 17th century 
London - recorder and flageolet (another kind of 
whistle flute), viol, theorbo (a kind of big lute) and 
‘harpsichord’ (a twangy keyboard instrument).  
 
Activity 

 Early maps 
and pictures of 
London and 
the River 
Thames. 

Topic – fire pictures 
Dance – how music and 
dance link/moving in 
time 

SILVER 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39


Using the video, visit Pudding Lane and Thomas 
Farrynor’s bakery where the Great Fire started. 
Performing rhythmic baking actions and hand-
clapping patterns with a partner, then learning the 
song ‘Loaves of bread and puddings and pies’. 
Repeat the song ‘Flow, flow, flow’ with gentle 
swaying-intime.  
Using the additional files on the website to practise 
the song ‘Flow, flow, flow’ and ‘Loaves of bread and 
puddings and pies. 
 
Plenary 
Children to discuss what they have learnt today and 
perform the song. Discuss what they found 
hard/easy and what they enjoyed/didn’t enjoy and 
why. 
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L.O. To sing in a round 
 
Success Criteria: 
I will be confident in singing, saying chants and 
rhymes and simple use of instruments.  
I be able to use appraising skills across a range of 
music styles  
I will be able to discriminate between different 
sounds and instruments. 

Input 
Session 2 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-
london/z4bft39 
 
Remind children what we did last week and check 
your chronometers are set to 1666 at the City of 
London. Repeat baking actions from ‘Loaves of 
bread and puddings and pies’ (sifting, stirring and 
clapping-with-aneighbour).  
Listen to the video about the start of The Great Fire 
of London in Thomas Farrynor’s bakery and listening 
to snippets from Samuel Pepys’ diary. Join in with a 
sound-picture about the start of The Great Fire of 
London (using body-percussion and mouth sounds). 
Listen to more snippets from Samuel Pepys’ diary.  
Join in in with another sound-picture about fire-
fighting The Great Fire of London (using varied 
clapping and voicesounds) as it reaches its peak, 
then begins to die down. Tap a repeating drum-
rhythm and humming sad notes with the ‘Funeral 
music’ from last time (based on music by Purcell).  
 
Activity 
Sing the famous tune ‘London’s burning’ (with 
adapted words about ‘buckets’ and ‘fire-hooks’), 
focusing on gradually rising then falling. With the 
class split into two groups, singing the song as a 
round in two parts (in canon), cued by blowing 
instruments (Group 1) and bell sounds (Group 2, 
starting a few moments afterwards). 
 
Plenary 
Think about health and safety at home and at 
school, and how to avoid accidents.  

A few classroom 
instruments at 
hand - eg 
woodblocks, 
recorders, 
cymbals, 
swaneewhistles, 
ukuleles, drums. 

Topic – fire pictures 
Dance – how music and 
dance link/moving in 
time 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39


Sing the whole of ‘London’s burning’ together, then 
dividing into two groups to sing the tune twice as a 
round (as above); then repeating ‘Pour on water...’ 
at the end, getting quieter and quieter.  
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L.O. To play notes on a glockenspiel 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
I will be confident in singing, saying chants and rhymes 
and simple use of instruments.  
I be able to use appraising skills across a range of 
music styles  
I will be able to discriminate between different sounds 
and instruments. 

Input 
Session 3 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-
london/z4bft39 
 
Remind children of previous sessions and set your 
chronometers to 1666 and listening to parts of 
Samuel Pepys’ diary about the end of The Great Fire. 
Find out about the needs for food, drink and shelter, 
for new ‘fire-brigades’ and for architects to make 
plans to rebuild London with stone and brick, 
especially Christopher Wren.  
Re-set chronometers to the year 1667, then joining 
in the song ‘London Town has fallen down’ with 
actions for stone-lifting (Verse 2), brick-building with 
hands up-and-up (Verse 3), foot-tapping (Verse 4) 
and clicking fingers high (Verse 5). Noting the key 
changes, getting a little higher with each new verse. 
Join in a sound-picture about ‘Rebuilding London’, 
including toe-tapping, knee-patting, tummy-rubbing, 
handclapping and finger-clicking (to suggest 
stamping out cinders, lifting stones, mixing mortar 
and cement, laying bricks and ‘tickling the clouds’ at 
the top of spires). Remembering these actions to 
help create your own sound-pictures with 
percussion later.  
 
Activity 
Listen to the tunes of some bell-peal patterns for 
church towers across London (going down, and up, 
and in zigzags). Singing ‘Ring the bells of London’ 
(based on the famous tune of ‘Oranges and 
Lemons’). 
 
Plenary 

A glockenspiel 
with a C major 
scale 
(CDEFGABC’) 
to 
demonstrate 
bell-tunes. 

Topic – fire pictures 
Dance – how music and 
dance link/moving in 
time 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39


Perform a medley of several ‘Great Fire of London’ 
songs: ‘Flow, flow, flow’, ‘Loaves of bread and 
puddings and pies’, ‘London’s burning’, ‘London 
Town has fallen down’ and ‘Ring the bells of 
London’. 
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L.O. To move in time with music. 
 

Success Criteria: 

I can move in time to the music. 

I can listen for beats in the music.  

I can add movements to music using my body. 
 
 
 

Input 
Session 4 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-
london/z4bft39 
Warm up  
Walk! Skip! Jog! Exploring medieval London’s maze-
like streets and alleyways. 
Sequence 1: The busy bakery  
Performing hot, busy baking actions: stirring the 
ingredients together; punching downwards to knead 
and pound the bread dough; carrying the heavy tray 
of bread, pies and cakes to the clay oven to bake.  
Sequence 2: The fire begins  
Curled up small, the music cues small flickering 
flame movements of fingers and hands. As the music 
builds, the children gradually stand up and their 
flickering flame movements get bigger and stronger. 
They stretch their flickering flame fingers high, low 
and all around as they walk, skip and then jog 
through the spaces.  
Sequence 3: Water-pump fire engine  
In fire-fighting teams of two, partners stand opposite 
one another to perform rhythmic ‘see-saw’ water-
pumping action - so as one person pushes one end 
of the pump handle down, their partner lifts the 
other end up. Performed slowly at first, then faster, 
and finally slowly again. Performed to the nursery 
rhyme ‘London’s burning!’  
Cool down  
Quick, small steps, twisting and turning to escape 
along the narrow lanes and alleyways of medieval 
London. Then, walk to a space with slow, tired steps. 
Sit down on the floor, close eyes, breathe deeply 
and relax 

 IWB 
A large space 
to move 

Topic – fire pictures 
Dance – how music and 
dance link/moving in 
time 
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L.O. To move in time with the music. 
 
Success Criteria: 
I can move in time to the music. 

I can listen for beats in the music.  

I can add movements to music using my body. 

I can work in pairs and move in time with someone 
else. 

 

 

Input  
Session 5 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-
london/z4bft39 
Warm up  
Repeat from previous programme. Then, follow the 
music to walk, skip or jog along the maze-like streets 
and alleyways.  
Sequence 1: A strong wind blows  
Hold your arms out to the sides and carefully twirl 
round and round on the spot. Travel freely through 
the spaces with quick, light steps - twisting and 
twirling, bending and stretching your knees as you 
go.  
Sequence 2: The Fire spreads  
On the spot, repeat the flickering-flame finger and 
hand movements from the previous programme - 
reaching high, low and all around. When you hear 
the wind blow, leap energetically to join someone 
nearby and make a bigger flickering fire together. 
When you hear the wind blow again, stay close to 
your partner and leap to join another pair nearby to 
make an even bigger fire. Repeat the sequence until 
you’ve created one enormous class fire in the middle 
of the room.  
Sequence 3: London’s Burning! (Again, performed to 
the nursery rhyme) Half the class remain in the 
middle of the room, performing the flickering-flame 
fire movements while the other half get into pairs 
around the edge of the fire to perform their ‘see-
saw’ waterpump fire engine actions from the 
previous programme. Swap groups and repeat.  
Cool down  
Walk slowly away to a space of your own. Focus on 
stretching and tensing, and then relaxing different 
muscle groups. 

IWB 
A large space 
to move 

Topic – fire pictures 
Dance – how music and 
dance link/moving in 
time 
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L.O.  To work in unison with music and others in a 
group 
 
Success Criteria: 

I can move in time to the music. 

I can listen for beats in the music.  

I can add movements to music using my body. 

I can work in pairs and move in time with someone 
else. 

 

 

Input  
Session 6 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-
london/z4bft39 
Warm up  
Repeat from previous programmes - following the 
music cues to walk, skip or jog along the maze-like 
streets and alleyways of medieval London.  
Sequence 1: Get away!  
Lift your heavy bundle of precious possessions up 
onto your back. Lean the top half of your body 
forward as you carry your bundle along the maze-
like London streets. Follow your own zig-zagging 
pathway to escape.  
Sequence 2: Firebreaks! 
 (Created by demolishing the houses around the 
edge of the fire to stop it spreading.) In demolition 
teams of two: partners alternate a rhythmic 
chopping action of the houses’ wooden timbers with 
imaginary axes; slowly at first, and then double time 
partners lift imaginary long handled iron hooks to 
pull down the thatch roof together, at the same 
time.  
Sequence 3: The Fire goes out  
Reverse ‘The Fire spreads’ sequence from the 
previous programme to show the fire getting smaller 
until finally it goes out. The children cluster together 
in the middle of the room to form a big, class fire - 
energetically reaching their flickering flame fingers 
high, low and all around. As the wind dies down, the 
class divides into the same groups of four and then 
two as last time; leaping to a new space to perform 
less energetic flickering flame movements. 
Eventually, the fire goes out and everyone sinks 
slowly down to the floor where they remain 
completely still.  
 

IWB  

A large space 
to move 

Topic – fire pictures 
Dance – how music and 
dance link/moving in 
time 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-london/z4bft39


Cool down  
Lie down on the floor and have a nice, big stretch! 
Take a few deep, gentle breaths, close your eyes and 
relax as you listen to a few final thoughts about The 
Great Fire of London. 

 

There are also two drama sessions on this unit that could be used outside music sessions in order to further develop children’s performance skills, see session 7 and 8 in the 
pack.  


