
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR A 

Teacher:  Class:  Year:   Term: Spring 2   Week Commencing: Week 2 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon See separate 
plans 

See separate 
plans 

L.O. To write a non-
fiction text 
 
Success criteria:  
 
1. I must write in the 

correct 
tense/person. 

2. I should include 
relevant information 

3. I could use 
ambitious adjectives 
to make my writing 
more interesting to 
the reader. 

Remind the children of what we were 
doing last week and revisit some of 
their children’s work as examples, 
talking through the non-fiction points 
and features of the non-fiction text. 
 
Model how to re-read writing aloud 
after finishing and see if there is 
anything that does not make sense or 
anything we can do to improve the 
clarity, engagement or detail in the 
writing, e.g. expanding sentences to 
give extra information or, conversely, 
removing unnecessary or confusing  

Give the children time to work in 
partners to edit and refine their work: 
Was the information clear? Was it 
written in the right style? Did they use 
scientific vocabulary? What was the 
most exciting thing you learnt about the 
polar bear? Was there anything else you 
wanted to find out?   

Independent work: 
 
BARE: Children to 
work in a group to 
edit and refine their 
work, with adult 
support.   

ARE: Children to 
work on editing and 
refining their work 
with a partner. 

AARE: Children to 
work on editing and 
refining their work. 
Encourage the 
children to expand 
their sentences to 
give extra 
information. Work 
with partners. 

Children to 
share their 

improvements 
with the class, 
discuss their 
partner work 
and if it was 
helpful for 

them to get 
support and 

feedback from 
another 

person in the 
class. 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 

SILVER 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ 
Development of knowledge 

including modelled and 
shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues See 
separate 

plans 
 
 
 

(See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To present my 
work to others. 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must speak 

loudly and clearly. 
2. I should learn my 

script by heart. 
3. I could add the 

correct intonation 
to my voice for 
interest. 

Remind the children what 
they have been doing in the 
previous sessions and recap 
the features of a non-fiction 
text. Explain to the children 
that just like how stories can 
be turned in to films and tv 
shows, non-fiction texts can 
be turned in to 
documentaries. Ask the 
children if they know what 
this is or if they have ever 
seen one. 

Ask the children if they have 
ever heard of David 
Attenborough?  

Show the children a clip of 
Attenborough presenting fact 
about wildlife. Explain that 
the children are going to 
select from their non-fiction 
text composition to make a 
short 2 or 3 min script for a 
presentation like this. Model 
how to pick on section of 
their text and how they can 
turn this into a script whilst 
working in pairs. The best 
way to do this would be to 
choose a heading in the pairs, 
and the children pick the best 

Independent 
work: 
 
BARE: Children to 
work in a group 
with an adult to 
create and 
rehearse their 
script.    
 
ARE: Children to 
work in pairs to 
create and 
rehearse their 
scripts. 
 
AARE: Children to 
work in pairs to 
create and 
rehearse their 
scripts. Encourage 
the children to 
think about their 
tone of voice, 
their target 
audience, how 
clearly, they will 
need to speak. 

Children to 
perform their 
‘documentaries’ 
to the class.   

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



information from both of their texts, 
split it up into different speaking parts 
and then rehearse it. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed See 
separate 

plans 
 
 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To write free 
verse poetry 
 
(Two sessions)  
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must follow 
the format of 
a free verse 
poem. 

2. I should 
listen to 
other 
people’s 
suggestions. 

3. I could 
evaluate my 
performance. 

Revisit the initial illustration from the first 
double-spread of the book, in which the crow 
spots the polar bear floating towards land on 
the tiny iceberg. Discuss the children’s 
responses: What do they notice? How does the 
picture make them feel? What do they like or 
dislike in the image? Do they want to ask any 
questions? Based on what we have learned so 
far in our research and writing about polar 
bears, is there anything unusual in the image? 
Draw out from the children that the polar bear 
is probably a long way from his home. Has 
anybody in the class experienced being lost or 
felt unhappy about being away from home?  

Explain to the children that we are going to 
work together to write some poems inspired 
what we can see in this illustration, as well as 
how we think the polar bear might be feeling 
and what he may be thinking.  

Read aloud Michael Rosen’s poem Dinnertime 
and discuss it. After children have had the 
opportunity to hear the poem and share their 
initial responses, allow them to see how it 
appears on the page. Look at how the poet has 

Independent work: 
Ask children to 
work with a 
partner to make a 
list of the different 
things that they 
can see in the 
illustration.  
 
BARE: Children to 
work as a group 
with an adult to 
make a list of the 
things they can see. 
 
ARE: Children to 
make a list in pairs 
of things they can 
see in the 
illustration. 
 
AARE: Children to 
make a list in pairs 
of things they can 
see in the 
illustration, 
encourage the 

model how to 
expand a word into 
a phrase by 
considering what 
the object is doing, 
where it is and how 
it appears. 
 
After modelling this 
process a few times, 
including taking 
suggestions from the 
children, encourage 
each pair to return 
to their initial list 
and refine it, by 
expanding any 
words into phrases 
or perhaps 
modifying any 
existing phrases on 
their list. Encourage 
children to think 
carefully about the 
image that they 
want the reader of 
their poem to create 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



structured the poem. Explain to the class that 
they are going to create their own poems, 
structured in a similar way to Michael Rosen’s, 
but inspired by Sandra Dieckmann’s 
illustration.  

children to expand 
their words into 
phrases. 

in their mind – do 
their language 
choices support 
this?  

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs See 
separate 

plans 

(See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To write free 
verse poetry 
 
(Two sessions)  
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must follow 
the format of 
a free verse 
poem. 

2. I should listen 
to other 
people’s 
suggestions. 
I could 
evaluate my 
performance  

Remind the children of what they were 
doing in the previous sessions, revisiting 
the illustration and the list of words and 
phrases they came up with in pairs. Explain 
to them that we are going to be using this 
to make our poems.  

Give each pair three large strips of paper (2 
of one colour, and 1 strip which is a 
different colour). On the first colour, ask 
them to refer to their notes and write out 
their favourite phrases which describe 
what they can see in the illustration. They 
might start each phrase by repeating ‘here 
is’ or ‘here are’ as Michael Rosen did in his 
‘Dinnertime’ poem. When they have 
written something on both strips, ask them 
to take the strip which is a different colour 
and write down something that the polar 
bear might be thinking.  

When they have written all three paper 
strips, ask each pair to join with 2 others to 

Independent work: 
 
BARE: Children to 
work in a group to 
construct and 
perform their 
poems. 
 
ARE: Children to 
work in a group to 
construct and 
perform their 
poems. 
 
AARE: Children to 
work in a group to 
construct and 
perform their 
poems. 

Ask them to think 
carefully about 
how they want the 

Once the group 
are happy with 
the shape and 
sequence of their 
poem, ask them 
to prepare a 
reading of the 
poem that they 
could share with 
the class.  

Chn to perform 
their poems to 
the class. 

 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



make a group of 6. They should decide on a 
sequence for their strips to create a simple 
free verse poem. They might sequence 
them as per the example below, or they 
could keep the polar bear’s thoughts all 
together in their own verse. Encourage 
them to think carefully about which strip 
provides the most effective opening. Every 
time they move a strip to a different place, 
encourage them to try reading the poem 
aloud to check how well it flows. If they 
want to make small changes, to improve 
the clarity or rhythm of the poem allow 
them to do so.  

audience to feel as 
they hear the 
poem and how 
best they can use 
their voices to 
communicate that 
emotion. going to 
use loud or quiet 
voices? Are there 
any words or 
phrases that it 
might be effective 
to repeat or echo?  

 
Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri See separate 
plans 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O: To use capital 
letters, question marks 
and exclamation marks 
correctly. 
 
 
Success criteria:  
 

1. I must use full 
stops correctly.  

2. I should use 
exclamation 
marks correctly.  

3. I could use 
question marks 
correctly. 

Read Aloud and share the illustrations 
from the first two double page spreads 
(up to “...and no one dared approach 
now.”) Discuss: Why does it have to 
make its home in the ‘old, overgrown 
cave’? Why will no one approach the 
bear’s cave? We know real polar bears 
are predators, might this explain why 
the other animals are so frightened of 
him?  

Read aloud and share the illustration 
from the next double page spread (up 
to “...the animals would flee in fear”) 
continuing to contrast how the animals 
feel about the bear with how the bear is 
depicted in the illustrations. Do you 
think the animals are right to be afraid? 
Why/why not? If we only saw the 
animals fleeing and the exclamation 
‘Run!’, what might we imagine that they 
were escaping from?  

Ask the class why they think he could be 
collecting the leaves? What could the 
leaves be used for? Give the children a 
chance to discuss with a partner and 
share ideas.  

Independent work: 
Give out some large 
leaf shapes to the 
class and ask them to 
write their own note 
in role as the bear. 
How might the bear 
send these ‘leaf 
notes’? Would they 
fly with the wind, 
float on the water?  
 
BARE: Children to 
write a note on the 
leaf using cloze 
procedure. 
 
ARE: Children to 
write their note 
independently. 
 
AARE: Children to 
write their note 
independently, 
encouraged to use 
expanded noun 
phrases and 
extended sentences. 

 Children to 
share their 
notes with 
the class 
and discuss 
how they 
would send 
them if 
they were 
the bear.  

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



What if he was collecting them to send 
a note home. What might he write in a 
note? How is he feeling? What does he 
need? Where does he belong and how is 
it different here?  

Continuing to take suggestions from the 
class, model writing a short note in role 
as the bear expressing what we 
consider to be his feelings, his concerns 
and his needs at this point in the 
 book.  

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


