
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR A 

Teacher:  Class:  Year: 3 / 4  Term: Autumn 2   Week Commencing: Week 3 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon L.O. To us a or 
an correctly. 

Put up a 
passage that 
has only ‘a’ in 
despite there 
being words 
that should 
have ‘an’ in 
front of them.  
 
Ask children if 
they can spot 
any mistakes. 
 
Go over the 
rules for 
when to use a 
or an. 
 
Children 
complete 
sentences in 
their books. 

L.O. To compare 
characters. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must use clues 
from the book to 
say how a 
character is 
feeling. 

2. I could say 
storymap events 
to help me.  

3. I should be able 
to say how the 
characters are 
similar and 
different. 

Main teaching: 
Read aloud Chapter Four, in which Shen 
and Sika push the sledge back to the 
pugs, Sika tells Shen about True Winter 
and the Snowfather’s wish, and the 
pugs show that they are, unexpectedly, 
fit for the task of sled dogs.  
 
Take time to look carefully at each of 
the illustrations in the chapter, and to 
compare the expressions on the faces of 
Shen and Sika, reflecting that Shen 
knows what Sika does not, namely that 
the 66 dogs he has are pugs, rather than 
huskies. How does Sika feel in this 
moment? Why? What is she thinking? 
How does this contrast to Shen’s 
feelings? Invite the children to 
articulate this in role. 
 
 
 
Use thought tracking to gain insights 
into the feelings of Shen and Sika at the 
different points of the chapter, and add 
these on post-it notes to photographs 
from the session on the Working Wall. 
 
 

Independent work: 
In pairs give the 
children time and 
space to create silent 
tableaux that show: - 
Shen and Sika as they 
push the sledge back 
to the pugs - Sika’s 
disappointment 
when she discovers 
the dogs are pugs - 
Shen’s response to 
Sika’s explanation 
about True Winter 
and the Snowfather - 
Shen and Sika 
discovering that the 
pugs make good sled 
dogs.  
 
 
Extend this to 
storymapping events 
so far on a large roll 
of paper in groups, 
then choosing a 
scene to write a diary 
entry in role as Shen 
or Sika, using the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having 
completed 
the two 
Roles on 
the Wall, 
draw 
together 
the class’s 
thinking 
about the 
characters 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

BRONZE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Share the illustration of the kitchen, 
encouraging the children to scour it for 
clues that give us insights into Shen and 
Sika and the situation. - Where do you 
think Shen and Sika are standing, and 
who is the third person? - What 
atmosphere or mood does the picture 
convey? - What elements of the 
illustration give you clues to the kind of 
house and family this is? - What can you 
say about Shen and Sika’s appearance 
and dress?  [She is well cared for by her 
mum in a home, he has been brought 
up by a ship’s crew. She wear slippers, 
he has darned socks; the cat curls 
around Sika’s calves, timidly hiding from 
Shen; Sika is wearing a home-knitted 
sweater, Shen the clothes he wore on 
board the Lucky Star; Sika has a mother 
and grandfather to whom she is 
obviously close, Shen has been 
abandoned by the adults from the ship.]  
 
Read the beginning of Chapter Five, 
from ‘Once they had…’ to ‘…breakfast 
for you both.’ Update the Role on the 
Wall that has already been created for 
Shen, using a different colour to show 
how his character is developing in the 
light of events, and create one for Sika, 
now that we know something about her 
temperament and personality. This 

handmade books 
created at the start 
of the sequence. 
 
 
 

by drawing 
a large 
double-
bubble on 
the 
Working 
Wall 
comparing 
and 
contrasting 
the two. In 
what ways 
are Shen 
and Sika 
similar? In 
what ways 
are they 
different? 
 



would be an opportunity to re-read and 
revisit each character’s responses in the 
light of events in the book so far. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues L.O. AP 
sentence: De; 
De. 

Go over the 
type of 
sentence. 
 
Model how it 
could be 
written to fit 
in with 
today’s task. 
 
Children write 
their own 
sentences 
that they 
should 
include in 
their letters. 

L.O. To write a letter in 
role. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must layout my 
letter correctly.  

2. I should use 
formal language. 

3. I could write in 
role. 

Main teaching: Re-read the beginning 
of Chapter Five until the children enter 
Grandpa’s bedroom.  
 
Provide the children with a copy of the 
illustration of Grandpa’s bedroom, with 
the text blanked out. Invite them to 
speculate on what the illustration 
shows, and to “read” the picture, 
identifying details that Sarah McIntyre 
has included that draw our eye. - How 
can you describe what is happening in 
this picture? - Whose room do you 
think it is? What makes you think that? 
- Who is in the bed, and what do you 
notice about him? - How do you think 
Shen feels? What is the atmosphere of 
the room?  
 

Independent work: 
 
Invite the children to 
re-read and identify 
the key features of 
Grandpa’s 
recollection of the 
Great Northern Race 
and, through shared 
writing, model 
writing a letter in 
role as Grandpa; 
sending his regards 
to the Snowfather, 
telling him about 
Shen and Sika taking 
part in the race and 
so on. Children can 
go on to write their 

Read some 
of the letters 
loud. 
 
What might 
the 
Snowfather’s 
response to 
them be? 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 



Reveal and read aloud the 
accompanying text, and the rest of the 
chapter, in which Grandpa recalls the 
Great Northern Race and urges Sika to 
compete in his place, prompting the 
children to respond: - How does he feel 
about this? What about Shika’s mum? 
How do do Shen and Sika feel about 
taking part? How would you feel in 
their position? Why? - Does the Great 
Northern Race remind you of any other 
stories you have read or films you have 
seen? What do you predict will happen 
in this story? Why do you think that? - 
Do you have any questions? Does 
anything puzzle you?  

own letters to the 
Snowfather in role as 
Grandpa, posting 
them off in some 
way and awaiting a 
reply.  

 
EAL 

 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed L.O. To 
punctuate 
speech 
correctly. 

Look at a text 
conversation 
between Sika 
and Shen. 
 

L.O. To use drama to 
explore an event. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

Main teaching: Read Chapter Six up to 
p.72, ‘…rushing across the ice.’ Pausing 
to ensure understanding, and 
responding to children’s questions and 
interests, resolving any misconceptions.  

Independent work: 
In order to explore 
the town of 
Snowdovia’s reaction 
to the event and to 
the competitors, 

Read the 
rest of the 
chapter, 
sharing the 
illustrations 
on pp.74–

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 



How could we 
write this into 
reported 
speech? 
 
Revise the 
rules.  
 
Children write 
the 
conversation 
into their 
books using 
speech 
punctuation. 

1. I must imagine 
the reaction of 
the townsfolk.  

2. I should say how 
they might be 
feeling. 

3. I could say what 
qualities are 
needed to win 
the race. 

 The chapter introduces the four main 
competitors in the race, Shackleton 
Jones, Helga Hammerfest. Sir Basil 
Sprout-Dumpling and Mitzi von Primm, 
and outlines the course, principles and 
rules of the race. 

create a whole class 
freeze frame. It 
might be useful to 
use a large space like 
the school hall or the 
school playground. 
Recreate the street 
of Snowdovia with 
people watching 
from their balconies 
as pupils chosen to 
be the competitors 
sled into their fjord. 
As you read aloud 
the scene where 
each competitor 
arrives (from ‘From 
all over the north…’ 
(p.59) to …’headed 
for the starting line’ 
(p.67)), all pupils in 
role as the townsfolk 
should vocalise their 
reaction to the 
event. It might be 
approval or 
admiration, an 
exclamation, a 
comment, an 
argument, an 
affirmation… It can 
be helpful to repeat 
this activity 3 or 4 
times, raising the 
volume each time so 
that pupils have time 
to reflect on what 
they might say. The 

75 
(depicting 
the fate of 
the Russian 
sled, the 
origami sled 
and the 
inflatable 
sled). 
 
Draw the 
children’s 
attention to 
Sika and 
Shen’s 
discussion 
of what is 
needed to 
win, and 
what they 
would wish 
for from the 
Snowfather. 
What 
qualities do 
you think 
are needed 
to win this 
race? Do 
you believe 
in luck? Can 
you think of 
an occasion 
when luck 
may have 
had a part 
to play? 
What 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



first time pupils 
could silently mouth 
their reaction, then 
whisper, then speak, 
and finally shout. To 
finish, ask a selection 
of pupils to shout out 
their comments 
individually so that 
they can be shared 
with the class. 
 
Take photos to stick 
into books. 

would wish 
for you in 
you won 
the race? 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs L.O. AP 
sentence – 
Imagine 3 
examples. 

Tell children 
that today 
they will be 
introduced to 
a mythical 
creature.  
 

L.O. To compare a given 
illustration with my own 
drawing. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

Main teaching: The device of a race 
lends itself to keeping a diary to record 
the separate stages and incidents as the 
race unfolds. Provide children with a 
small journal — e.g., reporter’s 
notebook, or make a hand-made book 
as before — to record the main 

Independent work: 
Still keeping back 
Sarah McIntyre’s 
image, reread aloud 
the section from p.85 
about the Kraken’s 
eye and tentacles, 

Pin up the 
children’s 
artwork 
and 
arrange a 
gallery 
walk, 

Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 



Explain the AP 
sentence and 
how this  
will link. 
 
Model own 
version. 
 
Children write 
their own 
sentence 
about the 
beast into 
their books in 
the same way. 

1. I must draw 
what I am 
imagining. 

2. I can share and 
describe my 
image. 

3. I can compare 
my image with 
the illustrators. 

incidents in the race, writing in role as 
Shen or Sika.  
 
Read aloud Chapter Seven without yet 
sharing Sarah McIntyre’s image; 
describing the race through the Night 
Forest and over the eye of the Kraken. 
Pause to support the children’s 
understanding and deepen 
comprehension: - Why does Sika slow 
down to help Shackleton Jones? What 
does this tell you about her character? 
Would you do the same? - Why do you 
think Shackleton Jones is so dismissive 
about the Kraken?  
 
The Kraken is a legendary sea-monster 
of giant size that is said to dwell off the 
coasts of Norway and Greenland. The 
legend may have originated from 
sightings of giant squid that may grow 
to 15 metres in length. (This would be 
an excellent opportunity for cross-
curricular writing about squids, or for 
children to create an information poster 
about mythical beasts, including the 
Kraken, Yeti and trolls that feature in 
this story). 
 
 

inviting the children 
to draw what they 
see in their mind’s 
eye. Reread the text 
as often as necessary 
to enable the 
children to compose 
their own images.  
 
Invite the children to 
share and describe 
what they visualised 
with a partner before 
introducing Sarah 
McIntyre’s images. 
Encourage the 
children to discuss 
the value of 
individual 
interpretation: - 
What does your 
picture have in 
common with the 
illustrator’s? What 
differences are 
there? - What did 
you add that the 
illustrator chose not 
to include? What did 
the illustrator include 
that you omitted? - 
Why do you think 
you and the 
illustrator may have 
seen things 
differently? 
 

providing 
the children 
with post-it 
notes to 
annotate 
both the 
children’s 
and Sarah 
McIntyre’s 
images. 
Create a 
shared 
language 
bank on the 
working 
wall that 
draws on 
both the 
children’s 
and the 
illustrator’s 
images as 
well as 
memorable 
language 
from the 
text. 

 
Below ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



Encourage the 
children to revisit the 
text for themselves 
and pick out the 
words or phrases 
that were 
particularly 
supportive when 
visualising. This is an 
ideal opportunity to 
develop grammatical 
knowledge and 
understanding and 
encourage children 
to use metalanguage 
in a meaningful 
context: - What has 
the author done to 
achieve a vivid image 
in your mind’s eye? - 
Why were these 
language choices 
particularly 
effective…precise? 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri L.O.  L.O. To understand how 
to write a poem. 
 
Success Criteria: 

Main teaching: Independent work:  Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


