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L.O. To complete a map of the UK 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must fill in the names of the 4 
countries that make up the UK 

2. I should use an atlas to find the 
names of the capital cities of each 
country 

3. I could find the places of 2 towns I 
know and add these to my map. 

Input 
Show the children an image of a world map on the board. Does 
anyone know what this is? Can they explain to you what a map 
is used for? When would they need to use a map? 
 
Show the children an image of a map of the UK – can they 
explain to you what it is? Where is it? Do any of the children 
know which four countries make up the UK. Explain this to the 
class and show the children where they are on the map. Model 
using the IWB to label the countries of the UK.  
 
Then show the children an Atlas – does anyone know what this 
is? Explain how an Atlas is a book filled with lots of maps of lots 
of different places in the world. Show the children a page with 
the map of the UK on it and model using the key on the page to 
find the capital cities around the UK. Show the children where 
they can find Essex on a map and explain to them this is where 
they live. Now they are going to try to do this is on their own. 
 
Activity  
The children will identify the four countries of the United 
Kingdom and add their names to a map.  Ask the children to 
identify the capital cities around the UK, and mark their 
locations. Then ask the children to identify Essex on the map, to 
enable them to develop an understanding of where their local 
area is in relation to the rest of the country. 

Blank map of 
the UK 
World map 
Atlases 
IWB  
Camera 

 

SILVER 



Plenary   
 
Play ‘Can you find’ with the class – asking them to use the key in 
their Atlases in order to find different places you name to them. 
They can work in groups for this and you can play it as a 
competition or a race. Take photos for evidence of Atlas work 
for their books.  
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L.O. I can identify features on a map of my local area 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must search alphabetically in the index 
2. I should look for rivers, roads and town names 

that I know 
3. I could explain how a map of a country is 

different to a map of a local area 

Input 
Remind the children what you were doing in the 
previous lesson and recap some key vocabulary: 
map, key, code, atlas etc. What do these all mean? 
Create a class definition on the board for the 
children to refer back to during the lesson.  
 
Explain to the children that they are going to use 
what they learn last week in order to find out 
different things about our local area. Where do we 
live? Model finding this on the map of the UK from 
last week. Explain to the children what physical and 
human features are (natural and man/made) and 
model pointing out different features on the board. 
What physical features can we find/see in our local 
area? Make a mind map on the board as a class. 
 
Task 
Get the children into groups and explain to them 
that they will be using the index page of an atlas to 
locate their local area. Then give them a clearer map 
of their local area and ask the children to identify 
any physical/human features they can 
see/recognise. Ask the children to annotate their 
map with familiar landmarks that they can see. 
Photocopy evidence for everyone in the group.  
 
Plenary  
Give the children some thinking time to allow them 
to come up with three questions that they would 
like to ask about their maps or if there is anything 
they are unsure of and discuss as a class. 
 

Map of local 
area 
Atlases 
Clear map of 
local area 
Cameras 
IWB 
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L.O. I can research some landmarks in London 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must do a search for the landmark I/we 
chose 

2. I should write down some interesting facts 
about my landmark 

3. I could find out who built my landmark 

Input 
Recap previous learning and ask the children if there 
are any more key words they would like to add to 
the class definitions e.g. human and physical 
features.  
 
Explain to the children we are going to be using 
everything we have learnt so far to research some 
physical and human features in London. What could 
we use to help us do this? Work through a 
powerpoint on landmarks in London and discuss 
whether or not the children think they are man 
made or not. Some children may recognise them 
from visits etc. Discuss what the children can 
see/notice about the landmarks and show the 
children where they might fall on a map. 
 
Activity 
Working in pairs/groups they will select one 
landmark to research in detail.  They will record their 
learning and share their outcomes with the class. 
 
Plenary 
Children to share what they have learnt about their 
landmarks with the class and discuss any points that 
have arisen in the session. Make photo copies of 
research for each childs book. 

Chromebooks 
Books on 
London 
Atlases  
Paper to 
record 
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L.O. I can draw a map of London 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must use the examples that I am given 
2. I should include as much detail as I can 
3. I could add the compass points, to show 

which way is N,E,S or W 
 

Input 
Recap previous learning and ask the children if 
there are any more key words they would like to 
add to the class definitions e.g. landmarks, 
location 
 
Explain to the children that we are going to have a 
go at drawing our own map of London today – 
why London? Remind the children that our Topic 
is Fire Fire and the Great Fire of London happened 
in London. Show the children images of aerial 
photographs of London.  They will attempt to 
identify landmarks, based on what they have 
learned previously.  
 
Have an example of a map of London on the board 
and discuss the important features of the map – a 
key, a code, symbols, the roads, the buildings etc. 
will be everything they need to include to make 
the map successful. How is it different to the 
photos? Point out the compass symbol on the 
map and discuss this with the children. Explain to 
the children that this is used to help with 
directions – does anyone know a rhyme to help 
them remember N, E, S and W? Model filling in 
the compass on the board with the correct points. 
 
Activity 
Explain to the children that they will now make 
their own map of London. Model starting this on 
the board first and show examples of child-
friendly maps of London. The children will go on to 
draw their own maps, showing the location of 
landmarks. This can be done as a group or 
independently. 
Plenary 
Children to share their maps with the class. 

Aerial photographs 
of London – image 
search 
Maps of London for 
children – examples 
attached  
London Map - 
Interactive London 
Map 
(mylondonmap.com) 

 

https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
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L.O. I can plan a sightseeing day out in London 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must decide which landmarks I want to 
see 

2. I should use my map to help me decide 
the order in which I want to visit places 

3. I could name two ways in which I can find 
out about a place. 

 
Please note that this lesson will require two 
sessions. 

Input 
Recap any previous learning from the last four 
lessons and revisit the key words – are there any 
words that the children would like to add?  
 
Explain to the children that we are now going to be 
using everything we have learnt to plan a sight seeing 
day for Santa!! He has been given a day off in order 
to have a rest before his busy day in a couple of 
weeks and he has asked us to plan a day out for him 
(you could have a letter from Santa ready to read to 
the children). Explain to the children that they will 
work in groups to do this. Using what they learned 
drawing individual maps of London, they will pool 
ideas and select the best examples of work in order 
to work together and create a more detailed/ 
accurate map of London. They will need to decide 
which landmarks they wish to visit, in what order and 
at what time.  They will do this in a way that doesn’t 
have Santa going around in circles, and using the 
shortest routes between landmarks.  Each group will 
draw up a timetable that they will be following. They 
will also need to plan for meals and breaks. 
 
Activity 
Children work in groups to plan their sight seeing 
day. 
 
Plenary  
Children to discuss and share what they have 
planned so far – feedback as a class on what we have 
liked so far and anything we think we could improve 
on. 

 Aerial photographs 
of London – image 
search 
Maps of London for 
children – examples 
attached  
London Map - 
Interactive London 
Map 
(mylondonmap.com) 
Previous work 
Tables to fill in for 
the sight-seeing 
times 
Maps template 

 

  

https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
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L.O. I can plan a sightseeing day out in London 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must decide which landmarks I want to see 
2. I should use my map to help me decide the 

order in which I want to visit places 
3. I could name two ways in which I can find 

out about a place. 
 
Please note that this lesson will require two 
sessions. 

Input 
Recap any previous learning from the last four 
lessons and revisit the key words – are there any 
words that the children would like to add?  
 
Recap previous session a revisit the children’s 
group work so far. Explain to the children that 
they will have today to finish planning their sight 
seeing day.  
 
Activity 
Children work in groups to finish planning their 
sight seeing day. 
 
Plenary 
When they have shared their outcomes, the 
children could vote on whose day they think is 
best planned. (2 sessions allowed) Ensure you 
have photo copied/taken pictures of the work for 
all the children in the groups books. 
 

Aerial photographs 
of London – image 
search 
Maps of London for 
children – examples 
attached  
London Map - 
Interactive London 
Map 
(mylondonmap.com) 
Previous work 
Tables to fill in for 
the sight-seeing 
times 
Map template 

 

  

https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
https://www.mylondonmap.com/
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Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must look carefully at the pictures, and my 
table from last time 

2. I should use exciting descriptions and different 
sentence starters 

3. I could compare my locality to another 
country. 

Input 
Recap any previous learning from the last four 
lessons and revisit the key words – are there any 
words that the children would like to add?  
 
Explain to the children that we are now going to use 
everything we have learnt to write a detailed 
description of London for a travel brochure that 
Santa would like to take back to his Elves in order to 
convince them to visit too.  
 
Model drawing a picture/having a picture of London 
on the board and using all the key words we have 
used to write a description – e.g. locations, 
landmarks, human features etc. Recap what an 
adjective is and model writing clear structured 
sentences on the board underneath the picture. 
 
Activity  
Children to write a description of the city of London 
using everything we have learnt in the previous 
lessons. They can draw a picture of London in their 
books with landmarks and a write a paragraph the  
describe. Ensure the children are using geographical 
terms in their descriptions. AARE children could 
write a sentence to compare their locality to another 
country. BARE children could work in a group with 
an adult sharing their ideas and each taking a turn at 
writing a sentence to describe.  
 
Plenary  
Children to share their descriptions. 

Laptops  
Books 
available  
Images of 
London 

 

 

 


