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Key Changes in Part One of KCSIE 2021
 Keeping children safe in education now applies to providers of Post 16 Education

 There is now a statement to be clear that the role of school and college staff includes promoting a 

child’s welfare

 There is re-wording throughout the guidance to be clear on peer on peer abuse, including the 

widening of the definition to include abuse in intimate personal relationships between young people. 

This comes from the government’s review of sexual abuse in schools and colleges earlier in 2021.

 There is an expectation that the school or college’s behaviour policy includes how you will prevent 

bullying and cyber-bullying in particular prejudice-based bullying.

 Online safety should be part of regular up-date training for staff

 The list of children you should consider early help for has expanded to include children who have 

mental health needs, are at risk of honour based abuse, have a parent in prison or regularly missing 

in education.

 There is additional information about the potential for exploitation and what to do when it is 

disclosed.



Key Changes in Part One of KCSIE 2021
• There is new wording making it clear that children should always be taken seriously “all staff should be 

able to reassure victims that they will be supported and kept safe” a victim should never be given the 

impression that they are creating a problem reporting abuse, sexual abuse or sexual harassment.

• There is a change of wording to include information on the sharing of nude and semi-nude images and 

videos by children, with or without consent

• There is new wording which states early information sharing is “vital” when a problem first emerges, 

especially where a child is already known to social care.

• The definition of sexual abuse has been amended to remove the reference to “a high level of violence”, 

instead stating it does not necessarily involve violence.

• Contextual safeguarding has been re-introduced into the guidance, for example ensuring what is known 

about the child’s wider context is included when making a referral to social care.



Key Changes in Part Two of KCSIE 2021
• The guidance makes it clear that the governing body or proprietor now has strategic leadership 

responsibility for the school’s or colleges safeguarding arrangements.

• It is the Head Teacher or Principal’s role to ensure staff understand and follow the policy and 

procedures which have been agreed.

• There is an expectation that there are processes and systems in place for children to raise concerns 

or to tell staff what is happening to them.

• Children should know that they will be listened to.

• There is a new link within the guidance to a “one stop” page teaching relationships, sex and health.

• On-line safety is now viewed as integral to safeguarding rather than an additional consideration.

• Schools and colleges must have in place arrangements to refer staff to the DBS if they have been 

dismissed due to safeguarding concerns or would have been dismissed had they not resigned. This 

is a legal duty.

• There is a new responsibility on governors and proprietors when renting school or college premises

• There is an emphasis on the additional risk to children attending an alternative provision education.

• The guidance has reinforced the need for proprietors and governors of SEND provision to take 

notice of the additional risks such children face. Two new pieces of governance to look at; Alternative 

Provision Dfe Statutory Guidance and Education for Children with Health Needs.



Key Changes in Part Three of KCSIE 
2021

• There is some additional information about the Education and Training (Welfare of Children) Act 2021

• There is new information regarding identity checks with best practice being to see a birth certificate to 

check an individual’s name.

• There is clarification on what a Section 128 check covers and how to undertake the checks.

• The guidance outlines the requirement for overseas checks now that the UK has left the EU and provides 

information on where these checks can be done.



Key Changes in Part Four & Five of 
KCSIE 2021

• Sexual abuse in schools and colleges

• Schools and colleges should be clear that this can happen inside and outside of school. There is a new 

requirement to make sure staff understand the scale of the abuse.

• There is new wording to highlight that children might not tell staff about any sexual violence or 

harassment. There are a number of ways this could come to staff attention.

• The guidance highlights a zero tolerance to sexual violence and harassment. 

• KCSIE 2021 highlights the need to regularly review the school or college’s actions when they hear about 

reports of sexual violence or harassment.

• There is a new section on unsubstantiated, unfounded, and false or malicious concerns raised and how 

we need to record and respond.

• In relation to domestic violence there is new reference to the National abuse Helpline the NSPCC and 

other abuse charities; Refuge and SafeLives



Thank you.


