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Lesson Learning Objective and Success 
Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 

1 
 

L.O. To use art to interpret 
music 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must understand what 
carnival music is. 

2. I should use my 
knowledge of samba to 
create artwork. 

3. I could use appropriate 
colours and shapes to 
represent samba music. 

Starter: Allow children to listen to four different pieces of 
music and ask them to draw how it makes them feel. Tell 
them to express themselves through colour, shapes, and 
patterns. (If you feel likes the children need it, show an 
example on the board of Wouldn’t it be nice by The 
Beach Boys).  
 
Happy by Pharrell Williams 
River Flows in you by Yiruma 
Ghosts n Stuff by deadmau5 
Sapo Cai from Rio the movie 
(You may pick your own songs but ensure they are a 
range of genres) 
 
Input: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGRBmAw3Q9Y – 
Show children the video and in talk partners, ask them: 
What can they see? 
What do they think a carnival is like?  
Can they describe the music in the background? 
How might you feel if you were at a Carnival? 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ztLCSwg6k0 – You 
can also show this video to show a clip of Rio Carnival in 
2019. (No further than 6’00” as there are some skimpy 
outfits later in the video).  

A4 paper x24 
 
Equipment for creating their 
carnival artwork. 
 
Youtube videos: 
(Samba videos) 
 
Spotify for music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listening to 
different genres 
of music and 
interpreting them 
through artwork. 
 
Drawing and 
using colours to 
interpret the 
music 
 
 

BRONZE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGRBmAw3Q9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ztLCSwg6k0


 
Task: Children will then have to create a picture of what 
they interpret samba carnival as. Play some samba 
music while they create their pieces of artwork. Ensure 
they use lots of colours to represent the joy, colour and 
excitement of carnival! Encourage the children to create 
a piece however they would like. For example: literal, 
abstract etc. 
 
Plenary: Have a viewing gallery for children to compare 
other interpretations of carnival. 
 

  



Lesson Learning Objective and Success 
Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 

2 
 

L.O. To understand the basics of 
samba music 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must be able to understand 
the instruments used in 
samba music 

2. I should be able to 
understand what 
polyrhythms are 

3. I could perform a piece 
using polyrhythms 

Starter: Listen to Crooked by Lemon Bucket Orkestra. 
(Spotify or YouTube)  
Discuss as a class: 
What country do you think this music is from? 
(Serbian/Ukrainian) 
How does this music make you feel? 
What instruments do you think are in this piece? (Violin, 
drum, tuba, clarinet, trombone, trumpet, voice).  
 
Input: Recap learning from last lesson. Teach the 
children about samba using the Samba Band 
Performance Rhythms PowerPoint (from Twinkl). This 
PowerPoint introduces Brazil and Samba and teaches 
the importance of polyrhythms (playing different rhythms 
at the same time) in samba music and how this feature 
is key to composing samba music. Allow children to 
practice all the different rhythms featured in the 
PowerPoint as you go through the slides. 
 
Task: Give children percussion instruments and teach 
them how to play the rhythms. Practice playing them 
altogether as a class first and then, in table groups, 
rehearse playing using a polyrhythmic texture (playing 
all or some of the rhythms at the same time). Split the 
children into groups to do this task. 
 
Plenary: Children to perform polyrhythmic patterns in 
small groups to the class. Either teacher or a student 
should keep a beat to keep all groups in time. 
 

Spotify or YouTube 
 
Twinkl PowerPoint 
 
Percussion instruments 

Listening to world 
music for starter 
 
Learning 
polyrhythmic 
patterns which are 
a key feature of 
samba music. 

 

  

  



 

Lesson Learning Objective and Success Criteria Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 

3 
 

L.O. To learn about rhythmic 
features of samba. 
 
Success Criteria 

1. I must understand the term 
call and response. 

2. I should be able to perform 
call and response patterns. 

3. I could be able to create my 
own rhythmic pattern to 
compose my own call and 
response rhythmical pattern. 

Starter: Play the game ‘Don’t Clap This One Back’. 
Explain to children the rhythm they cannot clap 
back. At the end, ask children what rhythm is.  
 
Input: Recap last lesson. 
Ask the children: 
Who can recap carnival music?  
What rhythmic technique did we work on last 
week? 
Who could give me an example of polyrhythm? 
 
Explain that this week, we are going to be learning 
about a new rhythmic technique called ‘Call and 
response’. This is when one musician/instrument 
plays a short rhythmic pattern, and a different 
musician/instrument repeats the same pattern 
back. Give a short demonstration with someone in 
the class. 
 
Task: Children split into small groups (3) and make 
up a rhythm. Encourage them to use a short phrase 
(like last lesson) to help them remember their 
rhythmic pattern. You could example this first with 
the whole class by creating a rhythm with words 
using ideas from children. Allow children to 
rehearse. 
 
Once children have made up their rhythms, they 
will come to the front and perform their rhythms. 
Allow the rest of the class to repeat the rhythm 
back. Ask children what rhythmic technique they 
are practicing (call and response). 
 
Plenary: Put one child to come up with the rhythm 
they created. Play the ‘Don’t Clap this one back’ 
game but using the child’s made-up rhythm as the 
forbidden rhythm to clap.  

Percussion instruments are 
optional. Children can just clap 
when making up rhythms.  

Learning about 
call and 
response 
rhythmic 
technique.  
 
Creating their 
own rhythmical 
patterns. 

  



 

Lesson Learning Objective and Success Criteria Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 

4 
 

L.O. To understand the 
instrumentation of samba 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must understand that 
samba is a percussion-based 
music genre 

2. I should know the names of 
the instruments used in 
samba music 

3. I could identify what 
instruments would be 
suitable to perform short 
samba rhythms. 

 

Starter: Play the song ‘Backyard Jam’ by Farmer 
Nappy. (Spotify or YouTube).  
Discuss as a class: 
What country do you think this song comes from? 
(Trinidad and Tobago) 
How does this song make you feel? 
What instruments can you hear? (Trumpet, trombone, 
drum kit, bass guitar, keys, cow bell etc.) 
 
Input: Use PowerPoint called ‘Instruments of the 
Samba Band PowerPoint’ (from Twinkl). This is all 
about the samba instruments. Explain how samba 
music is predominantly made of percussion 
instruments. What makes an instrument a ‘percussive’ 
instrument and not a brass or string? (A percussive 
instrument is something that can be hit, shaken or 
scraped). 
 
Go through the different instruments in the PowerPoint 
and with each instrument, ask if the children recognise 
it/played that type of instrument before. (If time, 
complete a quiz at the end of the PowerPoint on WBs). 
 
Task: Allow children to explore the music trolley and 
select an instrument like one that was featured in the 
PowerPoint. Instruct them to practice either their call 
and response or polyrhythmic techniques on the 
instruments from the previous two lessons. 
 
Plenary: Ask children to perform their rhythmical 
patterns to the class. 
 

Spotify or YouTube 
 
PowerPoint called 
‘Instruments of the Samba 
Band PowerPoint’ from 
Twinkl. 
 
Percussion music trolley. 
Should include at least: 
Drums 
Agogo bells 
Tambourines 
Guiro or Wooden Agogo 
(wooden scraper 
instrument) 
Shakers 

Listening to 
world music for 
starter 
 
Learning about 
percussion 
instruments. 
 
Learning that 
samba music is 
made up of 
percussion 
 
Playing 
polyrhythmic and 
call and 
response 
patterns with 
percussive 
instruments. 

 

 

 



 

Lesson Learning Objective and Success 
Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 

5 
 

L.O. To compose my own 
samba piece 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must include polyrhythms 
and call and response into 
my piece 

2. I should include 
appropriate percussive 
instrumentation into my 
piece. 

3. I could choose a suitable 
structure for my samba 
piece. 

Starter: Listen to ‘Coisinha do Pai’ by Beth Carvalho 
and ‘Do Rio’ by Bellini and Mendoza. (Spotify or 
YouTube). 
 
Tell children these are two samba pieces.  
Discuss as a class: 
Which one do they like best and why?  
Can they explain using musical terminology?  
How does both pieces of music make you feel?  
Does this correlate with what we spoke about in the first 
week of this unit? 
 
Input: Recap what the children have learnt over the last 
three weeks (polyrhythms, call and response and 
instrumentation). 
 
Explain to children that they going to create their own 
samba piece today using all their previous knowledge of 
this genre. Talk about what the structure of the piece is 
(the order that the different parts of the song are played 
in). Tell children to keep the structure simple. You could 
give them an example of: 
Section A – Call and response section 
Section B – Polyrhythmic patters 
Section A – Repeat first section again. 
 
Task: Allow children to rehearse in small groups. 
Encourage children to choose a variety of appropriate 
percussive instruments. Give advice and guidance to all 
groups during rehearsal time. 
 
Plenary: Groups to perform their samba piece. Praise 
children to musical elements they complete well. E.g. 
consistent tempo, steady pulse and all kept in time with 
one another, good selection of percussive instruments, 
unique rhythmical patterns.  

Spotify or YouTube 
 
Percussive instruments 

Listening to 
samba music for 
starter 
 
Performing 
samba music 
focusing on 
rhythm, 
instrumentation 
and structure. 



 

Lesson Learning Objective and Success 
Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the 
Arts 

6 L.O. To learn the Samba 
piece – ‘Mas Que Nada’. 
 
Success Criteria 
 

1. I must learn the 
lyrics for the chorus 
of Mas Que Nada 

2. I should be able to 
sing the melody of 
the chorus of Mas 
Que Nada 

3. I could understand 
the structure of the 
piece of Mas Que 
Nada.  

Starter: Listen to the song ‘Mas Que Nada’ by Sergio 
Mendes and Gracinha Leporace. (Spotify or YouTube). 
 
Ask children to move around the room, expressing how 
this music makes them feel. Join in to role model 
examples of samba dancing. Discuss at the end how this 
music makes them feel. 
 
Input: Explain to children we will be learning to sing a 
small section of this song. Recap what the structure is? 
Explain that we will be learning the chorus of this piece. 
(The part of the song that is repeated usually after a 
verse). 
 
Using the lyrics, teach the children the chorus. Show 
children how long to hold each note by counting how many 
beats. Once you have gone through it, practice with music. 
 
Task: Allow the music to play. Children must sing the 
chorus’. During the verses, create call and response 
clapping rhythmical patterns (teacher = call, children = 
response). (For the last section of the song where it 
repeats Oba, Oba, Oba, I like to let the children dance and 
express themselves).  
 
Plenary: Invite headteacher into music lesson to perform 
Mas Que Nada.  
 
 

Mas Que Nada - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=Lkh_LG18OQY  
 
Lyrics:  
Oooooo,  
A-ree aaa, rai-o 
Oba, Oba, Oba 
 
Oooooo, woah oh oh oh, 
A-ree aaa, rai-o 
Oba, Oba, Oba 

Mas Que 
Nada by 
Sergio 
Mendes. 
 
Singing and 
clapping call 
and response 
rhythms. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lkh_LG18OQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lkh_LG18OQY

