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1st • Abolition of Slavery Day – Mauritius. Also known as Abolition Day, 

this holiday commemorates the end of slavery in Mauritius, on this 

day in 1835. 

• Heroes’ Day – Rwanda. An annual event to pay tribute to people 

who exemplified and defended the highest values of patriotism 

and sacrifice for the wellbeing of the country and its citizens. 

• Imbolc – Ireland, Scotland. Also called Saint Brigid's Day, a Gaelic 

traditional festival. It marks the beginning of spring, and for 

Christians is the feast day of Saint Brigid. It is held about halfway 

between the winter solstice and the spring equinox. 

• National Freedom Day – USA. Honours the signing by President 

Abraham Lincoln of a joint House and Senate resolution that later 

was ratified as the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

2nd • Groundhog Day – USA & Canada. A day on which the 

emergence of the groundhog (woodchuck) from its burrow is said 

to foretell the weather for the following six weeks. 

• World Wetlands Day (UN). Raising awareness about wetlands in 

order to reverse their rapid loss and encourage actions to 

conserve and restore them. 

• Constitution Day – Philippines. The anniversary of adoption of the 

1987 Constitution. The Philippines has had six constitutions since 

the proclamation of independence in 1898. 

• Candlemas (Christian). Congregations hold lighted candles to 

recall the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, and Mary’s 

following Jewish tradition after the birth of a son. 

• Play Your Ukulele Day. Don’t want to learn guitar like everyone 

else? Why not try a ukulele then! 

• Marmot Day. A celebration of marmots, a group of large squirrel-

like animals that includes groundhogs, woodchucks and ground 

squirrels. 

• Hedgehog Day. Cute but prickly. Think about how you can make 

your garden a hedgehog friendly place. 

3rd • Heroes’Day – Mozambique. A day to remember all those who 

gave their lives in the struggle for freedom from colonial 

occupation. 

• Martyrs’ Day – São Tomé and Príncipe. Known as Dia de Mártires 

da Liberdade in Portuguese, this holiday commemorates the 

Batepá massacre that took place on this day in 1953. 

• Setsubun – Japan. (節分) The day before the beginning of spring in 

the old calendar in Japan. The name literally means 'seasonal 

division'. 

• Optimist Day. Spend a day focusing on the positive things. 

• World Read Aloud Day. 
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4th • World Cancer Day. To raise awareness of cancer and to 

encourage its prevention, detection, and treatment. 

• Rosa Parks Day – USA. In honour of the civil rights leader Rosa 

Parks, celebrated in the U.S. states of California and Missouri on 

her birthday, February 4th, and in Ohio and Oregon on the day 

she was arrested, December 1st. 

• Independence Day – Sri Lanka. Independence from the UK in 

1948 under the name of Ceylon. 

• Liberation Day – Angola. Also known as Day of the Armed 

Struggle. This day marks the beginning of the armed struggle 

against colonial control in 1961. 

• International Day of Human Fraternity (UN). Aims to underline the 

importance of raising awareness about different cultures and 

religions, or beliefs, and the promotion of tolerance. 

• National Sweater Day – USA. Why not snuggle up in your favourite 

sweater. 

5th • Liberation Day – San Marino. It commemorates the anniversary of 

the liberation from the Alberoni occupation. It is also the feast day 

of Saint Agatha of Sicily, the patron saint of San Marino. 

• Unity Day – Burundi. The day is intended to help reconcile ethnic 

differences between the Tutsi and the Hutu, which has dominated 

the recent history of this African country. 

• World Nutella Day. What do you like to eat your Nutella with? 

• Ice Cream for Breakfast Day. Why not?! 

6th • Waitangi Day – New Zealand. Signing of the Treaty of Waitangi in 

1840. 

• International day of zero tolerance to FGM (UN). 

• Sami National Day – Russia, Finland, Norway and Sweden. An 

ethnic national day for the Sámi people 

• Yorkshire Pudding Day. Perfect with a nice roast dinner. 

7th • Independence Day – Grenada. Independence from UK in 1974. 

• World Ballet Day. There’s something magical about going to 

ballet. The music, the outfits, the utter passion of the dance as the 

ballet artists lose themselves to the performance, all of it comes 

together to create a beautiful, otherworldly experience for those 

in attendance. 

8th • Safer Internet Day. We can connect to people faster, find things 

easier, and transfer information at the speed of light. But we also 

need to protect ourselves from the many dangers online. 

• World Opera Day. Opera is a piece of performance art that 

combines music with text to create a dramatic enactment of a 

story, complete with acting, scenery, costumes and dance. 
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• Prešeren Day – Slovenia. Marks the anniversary of the death of the 

Slovene national poet France Prešeren on 8 February 1849 and is 

the celebration of the Slovenian culture. 

• Propose Day - India. A day to propose to your significant other. A 

large number of young people give roses to propose to their 

prospective girlfriend or boyfriend. 

9th • St. Maroun’s Day (Eastern Orthodox) – Lebanon. The holiday is 

celebrated by the Maronites (the Syriac Maronite Church), hence 

the name. 

• National Pizza Day – USA. What are your favourite toppings? 

10th • World Pulses Day (UN). 

• Feast of St. Paul’s Shipwreck – Malta. The apostle Paul is the patron 

saint of Malta. 

• Fenkil Day – Eritrea. Commemoration of the Second Battle of 

Massawa (also known as Operation Fenkil / the Fenkil offensive) in 

1990, in and around the coastal city of Massawa in Eritrea. 

• Umbrella Day. Always useful when it might rain. 

11th • Victory of the Islamic Revolution – Iran. In 1979. 

• National Foundation Day – Japan. Jimmu, the first emporer, is 

crowned in 660 BC 

• Foundation of Vatican City. Signing of the Lateran Treaty in 1929 

• International Day of women and girls in science (UN). Recognizes 

the critical role women and girls play in science and technology, 

while also encouraging more women and girls to give it a try. 

• 112 Day – EU. 112 is a common emergency telephone number 

that can be dialled free of charge from most mobile telephones, 

and in some countries, fixed telephones in order to reach 

emergency services (ambulance, fire and rescue, police). 

• Make a Friend Day. Go ahead, give it a try. 

12th • Darwin Day. A celebration to commemorate the birthday of 

Charles Darwin on 12 February 1809. The day is used to highlight 

Darwin's contributions to science and to promote science in 

general. Darwin Day is celebrated around the world. 

• International Day of Women’s Health. 

• Name Change to North Macedonia. The amendment to change 

the name from Macedonia to the Republic of North Macedonia 

entered into force on 12 February 2019. 

13th • World Radio Day (UN). Celebrates radio as "part of humanity's 

history". Radio has adapted itself over the decades and played a 

key role in disseminating information to people in remote corners 

of the world in times of crisis. 
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14th • Valentine's Day. Also called Saint Valentine's Day or the Feast of 

Saint Valentine. It originated as a Christian feast day, but has since 

become a significant cultural, religious, and commercial 

celebration of romance and love in many regions of the world. 

• V-Day. A global activist movement to end violence against 

women and girls 

• Organ Donor Day – USA. Celebrates all those people who have 

helped save people’s lives by donating blood, marrow, tissue, 

and even organs. 

• International Book Giving Day. Read a good book recently? Why 

not pass it on to a friend? 

15th • National Flag of Canada Day. Also called Flag Day. 

• Statehood Day – Serbia. The beginning of the Serbian Revolution 

against Ottoman rule in 1804; Adoption of the first constitution in 

1835.  

• Parinirvana Day / Nirvana Day (Buddhist). It celebrates the day 

when the Buddha is said to have achieved Parinirvana, or 

complete Nirvana, upon the death of his physical body. 

Sometimes celebrated on the 8th February. 

• Candlemas (Eastern Orthodox).  

• World Hippo Day. Celebrating these water-loving creatures. 

16th • State Re-establishment Day – Lithuania. Declaration of 

independence from the Russian and German Empires in 1918. 

• Innovation Day. Any time a person comes up with a new idea, a 

new product, or a new service that advances modern 

technology and finds new ways of doing things, they have been 

a part of innovation. 

17th • Random Acts of Kindness Day – USA. Do something today. It could 

be small but make sure it’s kind. 

• Declaration of Independence – Kosovo. Declaration of 

independence from Serbia in 2008.  However, Serbia does not 

recognize Kosovo as an independent state. 

• Start of the 2011 Revolution – Libya. 

18th • Independence Day – The Gambia. Independence from the UK in 

1965. 

19th • Flag Day – Turkmenistan. 

• World Pangolin Day. Raising awareness of the shrinking numbers of 

pangolins due to poaching and illegal hunting. 

• International tug of War Day. Why not have a game. 

20th • World Whale Day. Celebrating these giants of the ocean. 

• World Day of Social Justice (UN). Recognizing the need to 

promote social justice, which includes efforts to tackle issues such 
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as poverty, exclusion, gender inequality, unemployment, human 

rights, and social protections. 

21st • International Mother Language Day (UN). Promotes awareness of 

linguistic and cultural diversity and multilingualism around the 

world. The idea to celebrate International Mother Language Day 

first came from Bangladesh. 

• Sticky Bun Day. Get your fingers sticky and enjoy a treat. 

22nd • Independence Day – Saint Lucia. Independence from the UK in 

1979 

• Founder’s Day – Scouting Movement / World Thinking Day – Girl 

Guides and Girl Scouts. The birthday of Robert Baden-Powell, 1st 

Baron Baden-Powell (born in 1857), the founder of Scouting, and 

coincidentally also of his wife Olave Baden-Powell (born in 1889). 

• Be Humble Day. “True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is 

thinking of yourself less.” CS Lewis. 

• Digital Learning Day. With Covid and Lockdowns we all had to 

learn to embrace more digital learning. A day to celebrate how 

digital advances can help us learn better. 

23rd • National Day – Brunei. Celebrating independence from the UK in 

1984, which actually occurred on 1 January. 

• Mashramani – Guyana. Declaration of the Republic in 1970. 

• The Emperor’s Birthday – Japan. 1960. 

• Play Tennis Day - USA. It’s a great sport. Why not give it a go? 

24th • Independence Day – Estonia. Declaration of independence from 

Russia in 1918 

• Flag Day – Mexico. 

25th • National Day – Kuwait. Anniversary of the 1950 coronation of 

Abdullah Al-Salim Al-Sabah, who won Kuwait's independence 

from the British Empire 11 years later 

• Revolution Day – Suriname. 

26th • National Wear Red Day. many people wear red to show their 

support for the awareness of heart disease. 

• Liberation Day – Kuwait. From Iraq in 1991 

• Tell a Fairy Tale Day.  

27th • Independence Day – Dominican Republic. Independence from 

Haiti in 1844 

• Anosmia Awareness Day. Spreading awareness about anosmia 

(an-OHZ-me-uh), the loss of the sense of smell. 

• Marathi Language Day – India. celebrated across the Indian 

states of Maharashtra and Goa. 
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• Anti-Bullying Day – Canada. People wear a pink shirt to symbolise 

a stand against bullying. It originated in Canada, and is now 

celebrated on various dates around the world. 

• World NGO Day. NGO = Non-Government Organisation. A day to 

celebrate, commemorate and collaborate with the various NGOs 

around the world in making a difference. 

• International Polar Bear Day. 

28th  • Kelevala Day – Finland. Also known as Finnish Culture Day. It is in 

honour of the Finnish national epic, Kalevala. 

• Rare Disease Day – Raising awareness of rare diseases and those 

suffering from them. 

29th • Leap Day! Every 4th year… for example 2020, 2024, 2028, 2032… 

• Bachelor’s Day – Ireland. sometimes known as Ladies' Privilege, is 

an Irish tradition by which women are allowed to propose to men 

on Leap Day. 

• Frog Legs Day – USA. A food day only for leap years. 

 

Moveable Dates 

January or 

February 

• Chinese New Year. The traditional Chinese lunar year begins 

at sunset on the day of the second New Moon following the 

winter solstice. Chinese New Year celebrations last two 

weeks and end with Teng Chieh. 

January or 

February 

• Magha Puja Day / Sangha Day (Buddhist). The day 

commemorates a time when 1,250 Buddhists came together 

to pay their respect to the Buddha. The festival is in honour of 

the Sangha, or the Buddhist community and is a chance for 

people to reaffirm their commitment to Buddhism. 

January or 

February 

• Vasant_Panchami / Saraswati Puja (Hindu). In honor of the 

goddess Saraswati, this is a festival that marks the 

preparation for the arrival of spring. 

1st week • National Storytelling Week. Tell your favourite story, make up 

a story, or tell your own stories. So many stories to tell! 

https://www.sfs.org.uk/national-storytelling-week 

1st Week • World Interfaith Harmony Week. Aims to promote harmony 

between all people regardless of their faith. 

2nd 

Saturday 

• International Purple Hijab Day. an international day of 

remembrance for those who have experienced domestic 

violence. 

2nd Sunday • Autism Sunday. Also known as the International Day of 

Prayer for autism spectrum disorders. 

• World Marriage Day. Celebrates everything about marriage. 

https://www.sfs.org.uk/national-storytelling-week
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Friday 

before Ash 

Wednesday 

• Brazilian Carnival. A big celebration of food, alcohol, music 

and fun. Held for a few days before the start of Lent, the 40-

day period of fasting, abstinence and repentance that's 

observed by the Roman Catholic Church before Easter. 

day before 

Ash 

Wednesday 

• Shrove Tuesday (Christian). ‘Shrove’ relates to absolution 

from sin. Nowadays it is a day for eating and enjoyment.  In 

Britain it is called ‘Pancake Day’, as pancakes use up all the 

rich foods before Lent. Elsewhere it is known as Mardi Gras 

(Fat Tuesday), and is a time for carnivals and fairs. 

6 weeks 

before 

Easter 

• Ash Wednesday (Christian). This first day of Lent recalls the 

temptations Jesus faced for forty days in the wilderness. 

6 weeks 

before 

Easter 

• Lent (Christian). A period of forty days fasting and self-

discipline (not counting Sundays) that leads up to Easter. 

Traditionally Christians give up something during this time to 

mark the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness. 

February or 

March 

• Purim (Jewish). Purim is a carnival festival, recalling the 

saving of the Jewish community of Persia, as retold in the 

Book of Esther, which is read through twice in each 

synagogue. The name of Haman is drowned out with rattles 

and hooters and boos by the congregation whenever it is 

read. 

3rd Monday • President’s Day – USA. Washington’s birthday. Popularly 

recognized as honouring George Washington and Abraham 

Lincoln. The day is sometimes understood as a celebration of 

the birthdays and lives of all U.S. presidents. 

February or 

March 

• Lantern Festival – China. It marks the final day of the 

traditional Chinese New Year celebrations. It also marks the 

first full moon of the year and the lengthening of the days. 

Strings of lanterns in various designs are hung up indoors and 

outside as decoration. 

February or 

March 

• Losar / Tibetan New Year – Tibet. A festival in Tibetan 

Buddhism. The holiday is celebrated on various dates 

depending on location tradition. 

 


