
French          
 

 

 

French is a Romance language of the Indo-European family. 

Besides France, French is spoken in many different countries 

around the world. There are about 129,000,000 French 

speakers in the world.  

French is an official language in the following 29 countries: 

Belgium, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, 

Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Cote d'Ivoire, Djibouti, France, Gabon, 

Guinea, Haiti, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, Monaco, Niger, 

Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Switzerland, Togo, Vanuatu, 

Vietnam.  

  



First words 
Welcome Bienvenu (m) 

Bienvenue (f) 

Hello Bonjour 

Goodbye Au revoir 

Yes Oui 

No Non 

Thank you Merci 

Please S'il vous plaît 

Sorry Pardon 

Good Morning Bonjour 

Good afternoon Bonne après-midi 

Come here Viens ici 

Well done Très bien 

Try and guess how to pronounce these words. 

Listen to these words on the recording. Now practice saying 

them.  



Numbers 1 to 10  
 

One  –   Un 

Two  –   Deux 

Three  –   Trois 

Four  –   Quatre 

Five  –   Cinq  

Six  –   Six 

Seven  –   Sept 

Eight  –   Huit 

Nine  –   Neuf 

Ten  –  Dix  

 

Practice counting to 10. 

Can you count backwards from 10 to 1  



 

Questions and answers 
 

What is your name? Comment vous appelez-
vous? 

My name is ... Je m'appelle ... 
 

How old are you? Quel âge avez-vous? 
I am five years old. J’ai cinq ans. 

 

How are you? Comment ca va? 
Very well. Je vais très bien. 

 

What is this? Qu'est-ce que c'est? 
This is a pencil. C'est un stylo. 

 

Do you understand? Comprenez vous? 
I do not understand. Je ne comprends pas. 

 

 

Can you try to find how you might reply to these questions 

with different answers? 

 



Alphabet 
The French alphabet is the 

same Latin alphabet as the 

English one but not all letters 

are pronounced the same way, 

and some letters can have 

accents, which change the way 

they are pronounced. 

 

Diacritics are superscripts, subscripts, or inline symbols that 

are used to change sounds. In French there are 5 of them: 

• Acute accent (or accent aigu) - é: is the most frequent 

diacritic sign of the French language, but it is used only 

for one letter over e. 

• Grave accent (or accent grave) - à, è, ù: is placed above 

the vowels and does not affect the pronunciation. 

• Circumflex (or accent circonflexe) - â, ê, î, ô, û: is placed 

over vowels other than -y, it affects pronunciation, but is 

sometimes placed to pay tribute to traditions, to history. 

• Diaeresis (or tréma) - ë, ï, ü, ÿ: indicates that a vowel is to 

be pronounced separately from the preceding one. 

• Cedilla (or cédille) - ç: means that it is read as [s], 

regardless of the letter following it. 

Ligature is a symbol formed by merging two or more 

graphemes (i.e. letters) and it serves to show one sound 

formed by merging the letters of the alphabet. In French, two 

ligatures are used - œ and æ.  



Fun Facts 
There are around 220 million French speakers worldwide. 80 

million of French speakers are native speakers. It is an official 

language in 29 countries and is the European Union’s fourth 

most widely spoken mother tongue. The number of French 

speakers is expected to reach 700 million by 2050, mostly in 

Africa. 

They didn’t always speak French in France. Before French they 

spoke Latin. 

French is the only language, with English, that is taught in 

every country of the world, with 100 million students and 2 

million teachers. 

About 45% of modern English words are of French origin. 

French has a great number of homophones. Homephones are 

words sharing the same pronunciation but with different 

spellings and meanings. This makes it easier to create tongue 

twisters. 

Counting in French seems simple enough. Until you hit the 

number 70, which translates to soixante-dix (sixty-ten). Then 

you keep counting up. For example, 74 is soixante-quatorze 

(sixty-fourteen). Eighty translates to quatre-vingts (four-

twenties). Eighty-five? Quatre-vingt-cinq (four-twenty-five). 

Ninety? Quatre-vingt-dix (four-twenty-ten). Ninety-seven is 

quatre-vingt-dix-sept (four-twenty-seventeen). 

 


