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L.O. To find out what coasts are and how they are 
formed. 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must identify coastal areas using maps? 
 

2. I should understand that coastal areas are 
constantly changing? 

 
3. I could explain what erosion and depositional 

landforms are? 

Input: Questions - What is a coast? a zone where the 
land meets the sea. What coastal areas have you 
visited? Where were they? What were they like? 
 Can they say where they are on the map of the UK? 
Show the children the map of Europe, then the map 
of the world on the slides. Have the children been  
to any coastal regions or resorts in Europe or in the 
world? Can they locate them on the map?  
Go through the slides explaining that coastal areas 
are in a constant state of change. Some areas are  
being worn away (erosion landforms) and some are 
being built up (depositional landforms). Explain  
that different rock types affect how the coast is 
shaped. Show the children the picture on the slide. 
Can you find this location on a map? Go to Google 
Maps or similar and explore some of the different 
coastal areas around Britain. Using the ‘satellite’ 
view, zoom in to coastal areas such as the cliffs of 
Dover, Brighton’s shingle beaches and the sandy 
beach at Blackpool. How have each of these coastal 
areas been formed? 
 
Task: Give the UK Map Sheet.  
Enlarge the UK Map Sheet to A3 size. Challenge the 
children to put landform pictures near its location on 
the map and then write what type of landform it is 
showing. 

UK Map Sheet  
Access to 
internet 

Looking at old maps 
and how they were 
drawn. Sea monsters 
ect. 

BRONZE 



 
Plenary: Quick Quiz!  
Show the children the pictures on the slides. Can the  
children identify how the landform was formed? E.g.  
erosion/deposition. 
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L.O. To find out about the physical features of 
coasts. 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
 

1.  I must understand how coastal erosion 
takes place? 

 
2. I should be able to describe how caves, 

stacks and arches are formed?  
 

 
3. I could show an understand that human 

activity can also cause erosion? 

Input: What did we learn last lesson about how coasts are 
formed? Ask children to define erosion and depositional 
landforms.  
Show children the pictures on the slides of caves, stacks 
and arches and ask them to explain how they  
think they were formed. Go through the slides explaining 
their formations. Ensure children understand that it is 
often because of weak spots, such as cracks, that these 
features are formed. How else could coastal erosion be 
caused?  
Human activity can also cause erosion. Explain what 
happened to the Holbeck Hotel in Scarborough in  
1993. Why do you think building on a cliff edge can 
increase the risk of cliff instability? 
You may wish to show them the video footage  
taken at the time 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0JcEsI2P3g  or 
show them additional photos featured in this blog 
http://britgeopeople.blogspot.com/2018/06/unseenvideo-
footage holbeck-hall.html  
 
Task: Chn will write a newspaper report about the 
Happisburgh disaster. Children to include  
details about when, where and how it happened, as well 
as quotes from witnesses. Encourage children to use 
appropriate tone and register in their report and to  
include precise details such as date and time. They can use 
the internet to help. 
 

 
Paper and art 
materials  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0JcEsI2P3g
http://britgeopeople.blogspot.com/2018/06/unseenvideo-footage%20holbeck-hall.html
http://britgeopeople.blogspot.com/2018/06/unseenvideo-footage%20holbeck-hall.html


 
Plenary: What do you think we can do to reduce the risk of  
coastal landslides? Ask children to discuss any ideas  
or strategies that they have seen.  
You may wish to go on the Environment Agency’s  
website and look at the risks in your local area.  
https://www.gov.uk/check-coasta-lerosion-
managementin-your-area    
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L.O. To explore different strategies of coastal  
management. 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
1. I must identify and explain different 

strategies for coastal management? 
 

2.  I should describe advantages and 
disadvantages of using coastal 

management strategies?  
 

3. I could show an understanding of how 
coastal management strategies affect 
people’s lives now and in the future? 

Input: Share with the children that coasts are constantly 
changing and there is a danger of landslides in  
certain coastal areas.  
Remind children about the Holbeck Hall Hotel disaster 
from lesson 2. Do you know any strategies to prevent 
events like this happening? How can we protect our shores 
from damage? What other dangers are there in coastal 
areas?  
Go through the slides explaining coastal management 
strategies including sea walls, revetments, gabions and 
groynes. Share the information on the slides explaining 
how these coastal management strategies protect against 
flooding and land damage.  
Challenge the children to think about what would happen 
if we didn’t have these coastal management strategies and 
if we are going against nature by putting these strategies 
into action. 
Task: Children to describe coastal management strategies 
and then write a list of advantages and disadvantages to 
using the coastal management strategies. 
 
Plenary: If you lived in a coastal area how do you think you  
would feel about these coastal management strategies? 
Would you want to preserve the natural environment or 
would you prefer to make sure that there was as little 
danger as possible? Invite children to share their thoughts 
with the class. 

 
Coastal 
Management 
Strategies  
 

Looking at photos and 
making comparisons. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/check-coasta-lerosion-managementin-your-area
https://www.gov.uk/check-coasta-lerosion-managementin-your-area
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L.O. To identify different types of beaches. 
 

Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must be able to identify different types of 

beaches. 
 
2. I should be able to describe the physical 

features of different types of beaches 
using appropriate vocabulary. 

 
3. I could describe the human features of 

different types of beaches using appropriate 
vocabulary. 

Input: Which beaches have you been to? Ask 
children to locate some of the beaches in Britain 
they have visited on the map on the slides. What 
were these beaches like? Were they big, small, 
sandy, pebbly?  
What kind of facilities for visitors did they have? 
Invite children to share their answers with the class. 
Show the children the pictures of various beaches in 
the UK and other world countries on the slides.  
Ask them to identify their different physical and 
human features. Do you think this beach would 
attract holidaymakers? What kind of holidaymakers? 
Can you spot the main differences between shingle 
and sand beaches? Create a list of similarities 
between the two different types of beaches on the 
slides. 
 
Task: Children need information about different 
beaches and decide where they would like to  
visit the most and why. They should record their 
reasons on plain paper. 
 
Plenary: Which kind of beach do you prefer: sandy 
or pebbly?  
Have a class vote to see which beach is more 
popular. Ask for children’s opinions about the 
results.  
Why do you think that type of beach is more 
popular? 
 

 
 
Large sheets 
of paper  

Looking at images and 
artwork of different 
types of beaches. 
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L.O. To use maps and secondary sources to  
research and describe coastal areas. 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
1. I must be able to use maps to locate a coastal 

holiday location?  

Input: Tell children that today they will be travel 
agents who specialise in coastal holidays. What kind 
of coastal holidays can you think of (e.g. bird-
watching, walking, rock-climbing, beach etc)? Create 
a list on the board.  
Show the scenario on the slides and ask children 
what sources they would use to find the perfect  

 
Access to 
internet  
Books, holiday 
brochures, 
maps, etc 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. I should be able to use secondary sources to 

research a coastal holiday location. 
 
3. I could communicate in ways suitable to the 

task. 

holiday for the couple described. Model how to use 
maps, holiday brochures, internet, books, etc. to  
find a good location. Encourage children to think 
about places they have been to help them think of a  
good location. We are going to focus on our local 
area and go with Southend.  
 
Task: Working in pairs children use maps, books, the 
internet, holiday brochures, etc. to find a suitable  
holiday location for their customer. Children will 
record the details about their location on worksheet. 
 
Plenary: Chn to present their holiday destination to 
the class. What did we like about it? Have they sold 
us the area, do we want to go? 
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L.O. To create my own map. 
 

Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must consider my fairground layout carefully. 
 

2. I should include rides, games and food. 
 

3. I could include some historical elements.  

Input: Explain that today we are going to be looking 
at the fair ground in Southend, Adventure Island. 
Who has been there? Do you like it? What do you 
like/dislike about it? 
Show the chn some images of when the fairground 
first opened. Ask the chn how long you think it has 
been there. Discuss that lots of coastal areas have a 
fair ground; ask why they think this is the case? 
Show the chn a leaflet from Southend and discuss 
the layout of the grounds. Discuss this, does it work 
and could it be better? 
Go through a list of rides that most fairs tend to 
have. What else can you find at a fair? 
 
Task: Explain that today the chn will be drawing 
their own fairground maps. Following the SC to 
ensure they include the non-negotiables.  
 
Plenary: Galloping Gallery.  
Chn to go round the room and look at the map 
designs. Chn to feedback something they liked about 
a design.  

Photos 
Paper 
Pens  
Internet 

Drawing maps  



 


