
January 
 

1st • New Year’s Day (Gregorian Calendar) 

• Founding Day - Republic of China & Taiwan. Establishment of the 

Provisional Government in 1912 

• Triumph of the Revolution – Cuba. Liberation Day, overthrow of the 

Bautista regime in 1959 

• Czechoslovakia split into two countries: Slovakia and the Czech 

Republic – 1993 

• Euro Day – EU. The euro came into existence on 1 January 1999. 

• Independence Day – Haiti. Declaration of independence from 

France in 1804 

• Constitution Day – Italy. The Constitution was drafted in 1946 and 

came into force on 1 January 1948. 

• Flag Day – Lithuania. Vėliavos diena ("Flag's day") commemorates 

raising of the Lithuanian flag on Gediminas' Tower in 1919. 

• Independence Day – Sudan. Independence from the UK and the 

Republic of Egypt in 1956. 

• Polar Bear Plunge Day. Sometimes for charity and sometimes just 

for a challenge, but, thousands of people worldwide take to the 

icy winter waters every year on this day for “Polar Bear Swims”, 

which usually take place in the sea. 

2nd • Nyinlong – Bhutan. Nyinlong can be translated from the Dzongkha 

language as “return of the sun”. It is a winter solstice celebration. 

• Ancestry Day – Haiti. Commemorates ancestors who sacrificed 

their lives during the independence struggle. 

• Carnival Day – Saint Kitts and Nevis. Also known as Sugar Mas. This 

carnival Day marks the final day of 6 weeks of celebrating. 

• Berchtold's Day – Switzerland & Liechtenstein. An Alemannic 

tradition. The holiday's name does not refer to a Saint (there is no 

St. Berchtold) but is derived from the verb berchten – meaning “to 

walk around, asking for food”. 

• World Introvert Day. Many studies have shown that introverts, 

despite their deep need for alone-time, are an important minority 

that work behind the scenes of an extroverted world to keep it 

functioning.  

• National Science Fiction Day – USA. Timed to coincide with the 

birth date of famed science fiction writer Isaac Asimov, who is 

thought to have been born January 2nd, 1920. 

3rd • Festival of Sleep Day. Created so that people could enjoy some 

relaxation and much-needed “shut-eye” after the holiday period. 

4th • Independence Day – Myanmar. Independence from the British 

Empire in 1948 
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• World Braille Day (UN). Louis Braille's Birth Date: 4 January 1809. 

Blindness organizations promote braille literacy, showcase their 

work and raise public awareness of blindness issues. 

• World Hypnotism Day. Hypnotism can help people solve problems 

in their lives, achieve goals, and overcome fears. It can also help 

in ending addictions. 

5th • Twelfth Night is when all Christmas decorations should be removed 

so as not to bring bad luck upon the home. If decorations are not 

removed on Twelfth Night, they should stay up all year. 

• Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh Bakrami Lunar Calendar) (Sikh). 

Birth Anniversary of the tenth Guru (1666 CE), who instituted the 

practice of the Five Ks and established the Order of the Khalsa on 

Vaisakhi (Baisakhi). 

6th • Independence Day – Slovakia. Independence from 

Czechoslovakia in 1993. 

• Epiphany – A Christian feast day, also Three Kings' Day, celebrates 

the revelation of God incarnate as Jesus Christ. In Western 

Christianity, the feast commemorates principally the visit of the 

Magi to Jesus. 

• Ethiopian Christmas Day (Rastafarian). Celebrated 6/7 January.  

7th • Pioneer’s Day – Liberia. Marking the settling of freed black slaves 

from the USA from 1822. 

• Tricolour Day – Italy. National Flag Day. The flag of Italy is often 

referred to in Italian as il Tricolore.  

• Victory from Genocide Day – Cambodia. Commemorates the 

end of the Khmer Rouge regime in 1979 

8th • Commonwealth Day – Northern Mariana Islands (USA). The 

constitutional government took office in 1978. 

• Babinden – Bulgaria, Russia, Belarus. A celebration in honour of 

the women practicing midwifery. The traditional word for midwife 

in Bulgarian is baba, same as grandmother. 

• National Bubble Bath Day – USA. 

9th • Proclamation of the Republic – Republika Srpska. Proclamation of 

the Republic, independent of Bosnia and Herzegovina and part 

of Yugoslavia in 1992. 

10th • Fête du Vodoun – Benin. Celebrates the nation's history 

surrounding the West African religion of Vodoun. 

• Margaret Thatcher Day – Falkland Islands. Celebrates the battle 

won to retain the Falkland Islands as British when Argentina tried 

to claim them in 1982, and the part Margaret Thatcher played in 

fighting for this territory. 
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• Majority Rule Day – Bahamas. It commemorates The Bahamas 

gaining majority rule for the first time on January 10, 1967 

• Peculiar People Day – USA. Designed to celebrate those people 

who are just a little out of sync with everyone else. 

11th • National Human Trafficking Awareness Day – USA. Raising 

awareness of a form of slavery still very much an issue today. 

Estimates suggest that in 2018 approximately 136,000 people were 

trafficked in the UK. 

• Eugenio Maria de Hostos Day – Puerto Rico. Known as "El Gran 

Ciudadano de las Américas" ("The Great Citizen of the Americas"), 

he was a Puerto Rican educator, philosopher, intellectual, lawyer, 

sociologist, novelist, and Puerto Rican independence advocate. 

To coincide with his birth date in 1839. 

• Independence Resistance Day – Morocco. Also known as 

Independence Manifesto Day. Commemorating the day in 1944 

when Mohammad V and his political supporters sent an official 

letter to their French colonial rulers demanding independence. 

• Kagami biraki – Japan. a traditional ceremony which literally 

translates to "Opening the Mirror" (from an abstinence) or, also, 

"Breaking of the Mochi". Associated with New Year celebrations. 

• Republic Day – Albania. Also known as Anniversary Day. 

Commemorates the founding of the Communist government on 

January 11, 1946. 

• National Step in a Puddle and Splash your Friends Day – USA. An 

excuse to enjoy the puddles. 

12th • Birthday of Swami Vivekananda (Hindu). An Indian Hindu monk 

and disciple of Ramakrishna, he was a key figure in the 

introduction of the Indian philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to 

the Western world. 

• Memorial Day – Turkmenistan. It honours those who fell on 12 

January 1881 defending the Geok Tepe fortress against the 

Russian troops. It is one of two mourning days in Turkmenistan. 

• National Youth Day – India. also known as Vivekananda Jayanti, 

being the birthday of Swami Vivekananda. 

• Prosecutor General's Day – Russia. A holiday in Primorskij kraj, 

Russian Federation. 

• Zanzibar Revolution Day – Tanzania. The day marks the 1954 

revolution that overthrew the Sultan following independence from 

Britain. 

13th • Constitution Day – Mongolia. On January 13, 1992, Mongolia 

adopted a new democratic constitution. 

• Democracy Day – Cape Verde. Celebrates the first democratic 

elections that took place on January 13, 1991. 



January 
 

• Liberation Day – Togo. Established after the 1963 Togolese coup 

d'état. 

• Old New Year's Eve – Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, Serbia, Montenegro, 

Republic of Srpska, North Macedonia. The Orthodox New Year is 

an informal traditional holiday, celebrated as the start of the New 

Year by the Julian calendar. 

• Yennayer (Berbers). First day of the Berber year 

• Makar Sankranti/Lohri/Pongal (Hindu). Celebrated 13th/14th 

January. This is a day for almsgiving and patching up quarrels. 

• Public Radio Broadcasting Day. A day dedicated to appreciating 

technology, and especially radio, and how much it has improved 

our lives. 

• International Skeptics Day. Celebrates those who help us keep our 

feet on the ground while we reach for the stars. 

• National Rubber Ducky Day – USA. Treat yourself to a fun bath 

time toy. 

14th • Feast of the Ass (Medieval Christianity). Celebrating the Flight into 

Egypt and in particular the donkey bearing the Holy Family into 

Egypt after Jesus's birth. 

• Flag Day – Georgia. The current national flag was officially 

introduced on 14 January 2004. 

• Ratification Day – USA. recognizes the act that officially ended the 

American Revolution in 1784. 

• World Logic Day (UNESCO). Aiming to bring the intellectual history, 

conceptual significance and practical implications of logic to the 

attention of interdisciplinary science communities and the 

broader public. 

• International Kite Day. Let’s go fly a kite, up to the highest height… 

15th • John Chilembwe Day – Malawi. Honours the Reverend John 

Chilembwe who led the first nationalist uprising in Chiradzulu 

district in 1914-1915 protesting against forced labour and African 

involvement in the first world war. 

• Korean Alphabet Day – North / South Korea. Known as Hangeul 

Day in South Korea, and Chosŏn'gŭl Day in North Korea, is a 

national Korean commemorative day marking the invention and 

the proclamation of Hangul, the alphabet of the Korean 

language, by the 15th-century Korean monarch Sejong the Great. 

• Ocean Duty Day – Indonesia. Also known as Day of the Sea and 

Ocean Event (Hari Peristiwa Laut dan Samudera), it is designed to 

honour the memory of those who died in various battles at sea. 

• Hat Day. Celebrating the many different styles of hats and head 

wear. 
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16th • National Religious Freedom Day – USA. Since 1993, every U.S 

President has issued a proclamation on January 16 to 

commemorate National Religious Freedom and celebrate 

America's first freedom. 

• Shinran Memorial Day (Buddhist). Shinran was the founder of Jodo 

Shin-shu, one of the schools of Pure Land Buddhism. 

17th • Menorca National Day – Spain. Established to commemorate the 

conquest of the island of Menorca by King Alfonso III of Aragon in 

1287. 

18th • Winnie the Pooh Day. Commemorates author A.A. Milne's birthday 

in 1882. He brought the adorable, honey-loving bear to life in his 

stories, which also featured his son, Christopher Robin. 

• Amy Carmichael feast day (Christianity). She served in India for 55 

years without furlough and wrote many books about the 

missionary work there. Her feast day marks the anniversary of her 

death. 

19th • Kokborok Day – India. A festival celebrated in the Indian state of 

Tripura to celebrate the development of the Kokborok language. 

This day is chosen to commemorate its initial recognition as an 

official language in 1979.  

• Timkat – Ethiopia. The Orthodox Tewahedo celebration of 

Epiphany. It is celebrated on January 19th, corresponding to the 

11th day of Terr in the Ethiopian calendar. 

20th • Inauguration Day – USA. Inauguration of the President of the USA 

occurs every four years on January 20th (or 21st if the 20th falls on a 

Sunday) at the U.S. Capitol building in Washington, DC. 

• Penguin Awareness Day. They are fascinating birds. There are 

currently over 18 different known species of penguin and some of 

them have been around the planet for well over 65 million years. 

21st • Hugging Day. Hugging is good for us so hug someone today. 

• Flag Day – Quebec. Quebec is a Canadian province. 

• Altagracia Day – Dominican Republic. A day commemorating the 

patronal image and protector of the people of the Dominican 

Republic. “Our Lady of Altagracia” is a portrait of the Virgin Mary 

painted in the 16th century. 

22nd • Day of Unity – Ukraine. Marks the signing of the treaty in 1919. 

23rd • Unification Day – Romania. Marking the unification of the 

Romanian Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia in 1859, the 

foundation of modern Romania. 

24th • International Day of Education (UN). In celebration of the role of 

education, especially for bringing global peace and sustainable 

development. 

• Global Belly Laugh Day – Laugh long and laugh hard! 
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25th • Burns Night – Scotland. A celebration of the life and poetry of the 

poet Robert Burns, the author of many Scots poems.  

• Honen Memorial Day (Buddhist). Honen (1133-1212 CE) is an 

outstanding figure in the history of Japanese Buddhism, and the 

founder of Jodo Shinshu, one of the schools of Pure Land 

Buddhism.  

• January’s Revolution Day – Egypt. Celebrates the day of the 

beginning of the Egyptian revolution of 2011, protesting the 29-

year rule of Hosni Mubarak. 

26th • Australia Day. Date of the founding of Sydney, the first European 

settlement in Australia, 1788. 

• Liberation Day – Uganda. Marks the overthrow of the previous 

government by the National Resistance Movement in 1986. 

• Republic Day – India. When the country marks and celebrates the 

date on which the Constitution of India came into effect on 26, 

January 1950, replacing the Government of India Act (1935). 

27th • International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of 

the Holocaust (UN). Holocaust Memorial Day is marked each year 

on 27 January – the anniversary of the date of the liberation of 

Nazi death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

• Chocolate Cake Day. 

28th  • Tu B’Shevat (Jewish). Celebrates the New Year for trees, heralding 

the beginning of spring. 

• International Lego Day. the very first plastic Lego brick was made 

in 1949. Children and adults of all ages have been enjoying them 

ever since! 

• Data Privacy Day. Encourages you to look after, value and 

protect your privacy. 

29th • Puzzle Day. Do a jigsaw puzzle, solve a crossword puzzle or solve a 

Rubik’s Cube! 

30th • Jashn-E Sadeh (Zoroastrian) – Iranian. A mid-winter bonfire festival 

to signify that days are getting longer. 

• Day of Saudade – Brazil. Saudade can be described as a 

constant feeling of absence and longing, the sadness of 

something or someone that's missing, and the nostalgic yearning 

for the return of that now gone. It is sometimes referred to as the 

“love that remains” after someone is gone. 

• Martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi – India. Gandhi was assassinated 

age 78 in New Delhi. 

31st • Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day. Who doesn’t love popping the 

bubbles. 
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Moveable Dates 

3rd 

Monday 

• Martin Luther King Jr Day – USA. Marks the date of his 

assassination in 1968, but celebrates all that he achieved in his 

fight against racism in the USA. 

3rd 

Sunday 

• World Religion Day. Encouraging the establishment of interfaith 

understanding and harmony by emphasizing the common 

denominators underlying all religions. 

3rd Week • Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (Christianity). 

Last 

weekend 

in 

January 

• RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. Simply count the birds you see in 

your garden, from your balcony or in your local park for one 

hour. https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-

involved/activities/birdwatch/ 

January 

or 

February 

• Chinese New Year. The traditional Chinese lunar year begins at 

sunset on the day of the second New Moon following the 

winter solstice. Chinese New Year celebrations last two weeks 

and end with Teng Chieh. 

 


