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Question One narrative, many beliefs: why do people interpret things differently? 
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L.O. 
To understand and explain the main beliefs of Islam. 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that Muslims believe in one God called 

Allah 
2. I should know that Muslims follow a prophet called 

Muhammed  
3. I could explain the 5 pillars of Islam 

 
 

Input: 
What is Islam?  
What do we already know about Muslims?  
Watch the video – children can make notes on white 
boards – read the information on the same website. 
Work through the PPT ensuing children are allowed 
time to ask questions. (not the acting slide or the 
calligraphy slide)  
 
Task: 
In groups, children make mind-maps on the key 
beliefs of Islam.  
 
Plenary: 
Children share 3 facts they have leant about Islam 
and Muslims 

 

https://www.b
bc.co.uk/bitesi
ze/topics/zpdt
sbk/articles/zr
xxgwx 
 
https://www.t
winkl.co.uk/re
source/tp2-r-
035-planit-re-
year-3-islam-
lesson-2-main-
beliefs-lesson-
pack  
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L.O. 
To understand how and why people interpret things 

differently. 
 
 

Success Criteria: 

Input: 
Give the children a short passage or poem (non-
religious) what do they think it means? Focus on the 
different interpretations of the same piece of text.  
Whys do people interpret things differently?  

  
 

 

BRONZE 
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1. I must explain what interpretation means 
2. I should explain how people interpret things 

differently 
3. I could give examples of why people interpret things 

differently 
 
 

Explain that there are so many different factors that 
affect someone’s interpretation of something.  
 
Explain that Muslims learn various different duas 
and surahs to help them understand and interpret 
the Qur’an. 
 
Duas – phases to ‘call out’ to connect with God 
Surahs – chapters or sections of the Qur’an  
 
Task: 
 
On each table, give the children the following surahs 
as the centre of a mindmap. Ask the children to 
write what they think the surah means onto a post it 
note and stick it around the outside of the surah.  
 
So Allah gave them the reward of this world and 
better reward of the hereafter and Allah loves those 
who do good (to others). 
 
O people! surely there has come to you manifest 
proof from your Lord and We have sent to you 
clear light. 
 
Those only are believers whose hearts become full 
of fear when Allah is mentioned, and when His 
communications are recited to them they increase 
them in faith, and in their Lord do they trust. 
 
And whenever a chapter is revealed, there are 
some of them who say: Which of you has it 
strengthened in faith? Then as for those who believe, 
it strengthens them in faith and they rejoice. 
 
And He made in it mountains above its surface, and 
He blessed therein and made therein its foods, in 
four periods: alike for the seekers. 



 
Plenary: 
Share the ideas on the post it notes, discuss how 
everyone has interpreted it different. Clarify that 
some ideas are similar but none are exactly the 
same. Explain that this is the same for Muslims when 
they read the Qur’an; although they are reading the 
same passages they may all be interpreted 
differently.  

 

Lesson Learning Objective and Success Criteria Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 

3 and 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L.O. 
To identity the difference between different Muslim 

sects 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must explain that there are different groups of 

Muslims  
2. I should explain how they differ 

3. I could give examples of the similarities and 
differences between Sunni and Shai Islam 

 
 

Input: 
Ask the children to show a raised hand to answer the 
following questions; 
Who likes watching films? 
Who likes going on days out? 
Who likes reading books? 
Who likes art lessons? 
Choose one of the questions and ask a more specific 
question e.g. who likes the David Walliams books? 
Make a point of noticing that not everyone will raise 
their hand. Explain that just because they like the 
same general thing, does not mean they like the 
same specifics.  
Explain that this Is the same in religion, just because 
the initial principles are the same does not mean 
that everyone believes exactly the same things.  
Explain to the children that there are 5 different 
main Islamic sects (groups) who all believe slightly 
different things depending on their interpretations.  
 
Task: 
The children are going to put together a 
presentation on the similarities and differences 
between Sunni and Shia Islam. Allow the children to 

 

https://www.t
winkl.co.uk/te
aching-
wiki/list-of-
differences-
between-
sunni-and-
shia-islam  
 
https://www.t
winkl.co.uk/re
source/t4-re-
14-shia-and-
sunni-key-
beliefs-
activity-sheet 
 
https://www.t
winkl.co.uk/re
source/t4-re-
13-shia-and-
sunni-sorting-
cards  
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work in pairs or small groups to research the 2 sects 
using the links and activities given.  
 
Once researched the children will prepare a 
presentation (powerpoint) to give to the class (or 
year 3 and 4) explaining the differences and how 
they interpret things differently. 
 
Plenary: 
Children give their presentations.  
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L.O. 
To compare beliefs.  

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must define ‘Abrahamic Religions’ 

2. I should explain how the religions are linked 
3. I could explain some similarities and differences 

between the 3 religions  
 
 

Input: 
Recap the meaning of interpretation. 
Explain to the children that Islam, Christianity and 
Judaism are all Abrahamic religions meaning that 
they all believe in the prophet Abraham, and that his 
sons/grandsons all hold an important role in spiritual 
development. 
 
Task: 
Allow the children to explore the information in the 
links discussing the similarities and differences 
between the Abrahamic religions. Allow children to 
make notes, tables and mind maps with their ideas.  
 
Christianity 
Christians believe that there is one God who created 
the universe. They believe that 2000 years ago, God 
came down to earth in a human form- Jesus. He did 
this so ordinary humans can have a special 
relationship with him and have guidance on how 
God wants them to live. Jesus is known as the Son of 
God. Christians believe that God lives on earth as the 
Holy Spirit- helping humans experience love for one 
another. This idea of one God existing in three 
different ways – father, Son and Holy Spirit – is 
called the Trinity. 
 
Judaism 

 
http://christia
nityinview.co
m/xncomparis
on.html  
 
https://www.t
winkl.co.uk/te
aching-
wiki/similaritie
s-between-
christianity-
and-islam  
 
https://www.s
tatesboroheral
d.com/church
es/faith/17-
surprising-
similarities-
between-
muslims-and-
christians/  
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Jews believe that there is one God who created the 
universe. Throughout history, Jews believe that they 
have a special relationship with God and that they 
are his chosen people. They believe that God guides 
them, like a father guides his children, and has done 
this by communicating to them through messengers 
or prophets. But the relationship also has heavy 
responsibilities to obey God’s commands, found in 
the Torah. Jews don’t use the name of God. 
 
Islam 
Muslims believe that there is one God who created 
the universe. God cannot be divided up. They 
believe that nothing in the universe happens without 
God allowing it to happen. All beings exist only 
through God, and learn about God from prophets – 
people who pass on guidance from God. 
Muhammad was the last and greatest of the 
prophets. Muslims often use the Arabic word Allah, 
which means The God, instead of just God. 
 
Plenary: 
As a class discuss: if these religions have so many 
similarities, why are they also so different? How do 
the different interpretations of things change 
people’s beliefs? Why do they think these 
differences occurred? Why do they think people 
interpret things differently?  
 

 


