
Irish 

 

 

Irish is a Celtic language spoken in Ireland. There are about 2 

million Irish speakers around the world! 

Until the 19th century, people in Ireland spoke Irish, but when 

Ireland joined the United Kingdom in 1801, many people were 

only taught English and Irish was discouraged. 

Today, Irish is the first official language of the Republic of 

Ireland. Many people who can speak Irish can understand some 

Scottish Gaelic too. 

  



First words 
Welcome Fáilte 

Hello Dia dhuit 

Goodbye Slán 

Yes Sea 

No Níl 

Thank you Go raibh maith agat 

Please Le do thoil 

Sorry Brón 

Good Morning Maidin mhaith 

Good afternoon Tráthnóna maith 

Come here Tar anseo 

Well done An-mhaith 

Try and guess how to pronounce these words. 

Listen to these words on the recording. Now practice saying 

them.  



Numbers 1 to 10  
 

One  –   Aon (a-n) 

Two  –   Dó (doe) 

Three  –   Trí (tree) 

Four  –   Ceathair (cah-her) 

Five  –   Cúig (coo-igg) 

Six  –   Sé (shay) 

Seven  –   Seacht (shocked) 

Eight  –   Ocht (uk-ed) 

Nine  –   Naoi (knee) 

Ten  –  Deich (de) 

 

Practice counting to 10. 

Can you count backwards from 10 to 1  



 

Questions and answers 
 

What is your name? Cad is ainm duit? 
My name is ... … Is ainm dom 

 

How old are you? Cén aois thú? 
I am five years old. Tá mé cúig bliana d'aois. 

 

How are you? Conas tá tú? 
I am very well. Tá mé an-mhaith. 

 

What is this? Cad é seo? 
This is a pencil. Seo peann luaidhe. 

 

Do you understand? An dtuigeann tú? 
I do not understand. Ní thuigim. 

 

 

Can you try to find how you might reply to these questions 

with different answers? 

 



Alphabet 
 

The traditional Irish alphabet has only got 18 letters and is 

similar to the Scottish Gaelic alphabet. 

 

Today, people write and type Irish Gaelic with the standard 

Latin alphabet. The modern Irish alphabet uses 24 of the 26 

letters in the English alphabet.  

 

Interesting things about the Irish alphabet: 

 

• There are very few examples of words with the letter ‘q’ 

as they are normally replaced with the hard Irish ‘c’.  

 

• The letter ‘c’ in Gaelic is pronounced as the English ‘k’. So, 

for example, the country ‘Qatar’ is translated as ‘Catar’ 

and pronounced similarly. 

 

• There is also no real need for ‘w’ either. The sound exists 

as a combination of consonants ‘bh’ or ‘mh’.  

 

• á (pronounced 'aw' as in 'paw') 

• é (pronounced 'ay' as in 'bay') 

• í (pronounced 'ee' as in 'wee') 

• ó (pronounced oh as in 'no') 

• ú (pronounced 'oo' as in 'too') 

 

 



Fun Facts 
 

Irish is one of the oldest living languages in Europe! The first 

speakers were early farmers who settled in Ireland around 

4,500 BC. 

 

Irish vowels can be used in two different ways. They can be 

written with or without an acute accent (a fada). The word 

fada translates as ‘long’ and that’s what the accent does to the 

vowel. For ú: think ooh. And for u: think uh. 

 

Many famous people have tried learning Irish. Queen Elizabeth 

opened her speech at the state dinner in Dublin Castle in 2011 

with 'cúpla focal' (couple of words) and even Barack Obama 

said 'Is féidir linn' (yes we can) when he spoke at College 

Green. 

 

Irish surnames sometimes have the famous O’ for example 

O’Connor and O’Sullivan. In Irish, ó means ‘descendant of’. Ó is 

used only by males and the female equivalent is Ní. Mac means 

‘son of’ and Nic means ‘daughter of’ and Fitz (like Fitzgerald or 

Fitzpatrick) comes from the French fils, which means ‘son of’. 

You can blame the last one on the Normans. 

 


