
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR B 

Teacher:           Year: 3/4                  Term: Spring 2     Week Commencing: Week 1 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon L.O. To 
use 

conjunctio
ns to show 

time or 
cause. 

 
 

 Recap what 
conjunctions 

are and 
how/why we 
would use 

them.  
 

Children are to 
go through a 

pp and use the 
correct 

conjunction in 
the sentence 

and identify if it 
is used of time 

or cause.  

To write a 
descriptive poem. 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
1. I must describe 

the pebble. 
 

2. I should 
associate the 

pebble to my own 
experiences.  

 
3. I could use great 
detail to describe 

and use repetition.  
 

Main Teaching 
Introduce a pebble to the class. 

In a circle, invite children to pass the 
pebble around, each saying one word 
that describes it, encouraging them to 

say something different. 
 

Ask the children to explore their senses, 
saying what they can see, smell, hear 
and feel. List their ideas on a flip chart. 
Pass the pebble around again, this time 

asking for a phrase expressing a 
personal memory, with a pebble. At the 

beach for example. 
List these on the flip chart. 

 
As a whole class, create a poem 

selecting descriptive words from the list 
on the left for the first line, followed by a 

phrase chosen from the list from the 
right. 

Continue the pattern until the poem feels 
complete. Use similes, metaphors and 

repetition. 
 

The class can then read the poem aloud 
as a choral performance. 

Independent Work: 
Word of the week: 

enormous 
Chn to work in mixed 
ability pairs to create 

their own poem based on 
the one we created as a 

class. 
 

LA – work as a group, 
guided by teacher, Use 
descriptions that were 
created by the class to 

extend.  

Choose 
some of the 
children to 
read their 
poems.  

 
Ask the chn 

to think about 
how the 
pebble 

appeared/ca
me to be. 

 
Tell your 

partner and 
then the 
class.  

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson 
 
 
 

SILVER 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues L.O. To 
use noun 
or verbs 
correctly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Differentiated 
activity. 

Discuss what a 
noun and a 

verb is and how 
a determiner 
can tell us if it 
is a noun or a 

verb. 
 

Go through 
some examples 
from the sheet. 

Write 
sentences into 

books. 

L.O. To identify 
descriptive 
vocabulary 

Success criteria 
1. I must listen 

carefully. 
2. I should pick out 
parts that grab my 

attention. 
3. I could say why I 

liked those 
particular pieces. 

 
 
 

Main Teaching 
 

Read aloud the first three pages of the 
book, showing the illustrations. 

They can listen out for words and phrases 
they particularly like, ‘golden lines’ that 

really stand out because they help to create 
vivid ‘pictures in your mind’. 

 
Then show the text on a screen and 

highlight the memorable words and phrases 
children remember. 

 
Finished work can be displayed in the 

classroom. 
 

Independent Work: 
In small groups, using 

pastels or paints, 
children can work on 

large, folded sheets of 
thick black paper or 
card to illustrate the 
visualised volcano 
formation scene on 

one side and the 
cooled, still scene on 

the other. 
 

They can then 
annotate their pictures 

with their chosen 
‘golden lines’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chn to 
explain their 
annotations 
and tell the 
class why 

they 
particularly 
liked them. 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed L.O. AP 
sentences

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2A sentence 
 
 

Two adjectives 
before the 

noun. 
 

It was a long, 
narrow path. 

 
He had a thin, 
pointy nose. 

L.O. To create a 
story map 

Success Criteria 
1. I must note the 
journey that the 
pebble takes. 

2. I should describe 
in detail the journey 

the pebble took. 
3. I could extend 

my writing by 
beginning a story. 

 

Main Teaching 
Read the text from the third double spread 

of the book (‘In the middle of summer…’) up 
until ‘It is 340 million years ago.’ 

The children can imagine they are a pebble 
in the river. How would they feel? What 

would happen to them as they travel to the 
sea? Watch 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP1F4au
2MpA&feature=youtu 

Ask the chn to move to the music as though 
they are a pebble. 

Are there times when you move slowly or 
more quickly? Do you sink to the bottom at 

any point on your journey? What moves you 
along? 

Model and share write a story map of the 
journey of the pebble - using the children’s 

experiences through the video clip and 
dance/movement to enhance the 

descriptions - from the mountain, its 
transformation into a pebble and its onward 

journey to the sea. 
They can add annotations to their maps to 
explain the processes and plot the time. 

 

Independent Work: 
Using the example 

that we created 
together the chn are 

to story map the 
journey of their pebble 

based on the video 
we watched. 

LA- Support DS, MB, 
JL, OW to sequence 

the events in the 
correct order. 

 
HA – to extend by 

writing a description 
or short story of the 
pebbles journey so 

far. 
 

Share some 
of the 

descriptions 
that the 

pebble has 
taken 

throughout 
the story 

map. 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP1F4au2MpA&feature=youtu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP1F4au2MpA&feature=youtu


Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs L.O. To 
use the 

homopho
nes their, 
there and 

they’re 
correctly. 

Recap what 
homophone 

means. 
Show the 

children there, 
their and 
they’re. 

Ask the chn to 
verbally put 
them into a 
sentence 
correctly. 
Complete 

sentences. 

L.O. To create 
interesting 

descriptions. 
 

Success Criteria 
 

1. I must describe 
the movement of 
the fish in detail. 

 
2. I should use 

similes to describe. 
 

3. I could use 
metaphors to 

describe. 

Main Teaching 
Look at the pages showing fish. 

Read the sentence ‘Creatures swarm and 
slither in the warm sea.’ 

What does this make you think of? How 
might they move? Predict how fish might 

move based on prior knowledge. 
Watch the video clips at 

http://www.discovery.com/tv-shows/other-
shows/videos/superswarmfish-vortex.htm  

or 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tGOKng

tkt4&feature=youtu.be 
Collect words on a flip chart for how a 

swarm of fish move. 
Go through what similes and metaphors are 

with examples. 
The children could try to create similes and 
metaphors to describe the movement of the 

fish in the warm seas. 
Collect ideas on a flipchart and then model 
the use of a simple two line structure where 

L1 uses a metaphor or simile (e.g. A 
whirling hurricane) and L2 describes the 
mood or tone of the movement from the 

previous line (e.g. intense) 
Look at Rachel Rooney’s poem Fishing as a 

model which uses metaphor 
http://www.poetryline.org.uk/poems/fishing-

856 

Independent Work: 
 

Chn are to use the 
example structure 
from the lesson to 
create a simile and 

metaphor poem about 
the fish. 

 
LA- group to focus on 
the use of similes and 

using their senses. 

Chn are to 
read out the 

favourite 
simile and 
metaphor 

description. 
 

Make a note 
of these to 

display in the 
class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.discovery.com/tv-shows/other-shows/videos/superswarmfish-vortex.htm
http://www.discovery.com/tv-shows/other-shows/videos/superswarmfish-vortex.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tGOKngtkt4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tGOKngtkt4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.poetryline.org.uk/poems/fishing-856
http://www.poetryline.org.uk/poems/fishing-856


Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri L.O.  L.O. To understand how 
to write a poem. 
 
Success Criteria: 

Main teaching: Independent work:  Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


