
School name:    FOUNDATION PLANNING YEAR A 

Theme: Orchestra and Ensemble    Year: 3/4    Term: Summer  

 

 

ART 
 

D&T Geography History ICT MFL MUSIC 
X 

PE & SPORT PSHE/SMSC RE SCIENCE 

 

Lesson Learning Objective and Success 
Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 

1 L.O. To listen and appraise 
orchestral music. 
 
Success Criteria 

1. I must understand the 
traditional instruments 
featured within an orchestra 

2. I should understand other 
musical features related to 
orchestral music 

3. I could listen appropriately to 
orchestral music and give an 
opinion with a musical 
reason on the music. 

 

Starter: Think, pair, share the question: What 
is an orchestra? (Could prompt with 
instruments within an orchestra, what genre 
typically uses an orchestra, where might you 
go to see an orchestra?) 
 
Input: Explain that we will be listening to 4 
different pieces of orchestral music. What do 
the children expect to hear?  
 
Task: Listen to the 4 pieces and answer these 
questions: What instruments can you hear? 
What style of music is this? Do you like the 
music? Anything else? (Dynamics, tempo, 
pitch, harmony, texture, structure).  
 
Plenary: Discuss the answers. 
 

John Williams & Vienna 
Philharmonic – Williams: Theme 
from “Jurassic Park” - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=-NqaupGcCpw  
 

Tchaikovsky - Swan Lake स्वान 

झील 白鳥の湖 Suite Op. 20a 

conducted by Sylwia Anna Janiak 
- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=-tzvebu6U08  
 
LUXURY JAZZ with Nikolaj 
Bentzon & Odense Symphony 
Orchestra - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=5fSWBz60ShQ (from 15’00”) 
 
Katia & Marielle Labèque & Berlin 
Phil – Saint-Saëns: Le Carnaval 
Des Animaux: Aquarium - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=F6oOvA58Aps  
 
 

Listening and 
appraising 
classical songs 
including: 
 

• Jurassic Park 

• Swan Lake 

• Swept Off Her 
Feet 

• Carnival of 
Animals. 

BRONZE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NqaupGcCpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NqaupGcCpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tzvebu6U08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tzvebu6U08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fSWBz60ShQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fSWBz60ShQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6oOvA58Aps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6oOvA58Aps
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L.O. To understand instruments 
used in a traditional orchestra 
 
Success Criteria 

1. I must identify the 
instruments used in an 
orchestra 

2. I should be able to 
categorise instruments into 
their music family group. 

3. I could identify features of an 
orchestra through observing 
an orchestral performance. 

Starter: Recap last lesson. What type of music 
did we start to listen to? 
 
Input: Children watch the YouTube video of an 
orchestra playing Pirates of the Caribbean. 
After watching the video, ask the question 
again: What is an orchestra? What instruments 
did they see? 
 
Discuss different instrument families using 
Powerpoint. Discuss the features of each 
musical family and then discuss where they sit 
in an orchestra. 
 
Task: Draw their own orchestra, labelling 
where the instruments should be sat in an 
orchestra. (HA – Why are the instruments sat 
in these locations).  
 
Plenary: Quick quiz. Name an instrument and 
children have to tell you what music family it is 
from.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=__LU8E6dUsI 
 
PowerPoint on musical 
instruments in an orchestra 
 
Bring in any orchestral instruments 
to show the children. 
 

 

NC -  develop an 
understanding of 
the history of 
music. 
 
Listening to an 
orchestra playing 
Pirates of the 
Caribbean 
 
Identifying 
instruments within 
an orchestra. 
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L.O. To understand the role of a 
conductor. 
 
Success Criteria 

1. I must understand what a 
conductor is. 

2. I should understand why a 
conductor is important in an 
orchestra. 

3. I could be able to follow a 
conductor in my own body 
music class orchestra. 

Starter: Recap last lesson. From video 3’38’’ 
children must write down as many instruments 
as they can see (until 5’08”). (French horn, 
violin, viola, cello, flute, oboe, bassoon, 
clarinet, double bass, timpani, trumpet, 
conductor) 
 
Input: Watch same clip from 1’20”. Ask chn 
what happens at the beginning? Clapping, 
conductor walks in, instrumentalists stand up, 
shakes hands of 1st violin, get ready to 
perform, no talking.  
 
Watch the conductor. Talk partners: What is he 
doing and why is he doing it? Then discuss as 
whole class. Write ideas on board? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=rOjHhS5MtvA 
 
Conductor’s baton (if you can 
acquire one). 

NC -  develop an 
understanding of 
the history of 
music. 
 
Performing in an 
improvised body 
instrument 
orchestra. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__LU8E6dUsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__LU8E6dUsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOjHhS5MtvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOjHhS5MtvA


Explain roll of conductor. They control the 
tempo of the piece, dynamics and helps 
different musicians of groups of instruments 
come in at the correct time within the music.  
 
Activity: Allow each table to create their own 
sound using a body part. This could be 
stomping, clapping, clipping, tapping etc. 
Teacher will be become the conductor at the 
front of the class. Children must follow your 
lead. You will do this by tapping a drum (to 
keep the pulse) or conducting (if you know 
how). Bring them in at different times and stop 
them at different times. You can do this by 
pointing or looking with emphasis. Record first 
attempt of this task. 
 
Once finished activity, ask children what was 
the most important thing they had to do to 
know their cue. (Watch the conductor!) 
 
Repeat activity but practice changing dynamics 
(louder or quieter). Do this by moving your 
hands up for louder and hands down for 
quieter. 
Repeat activity but practice changing tempo 
(faster or slower) Do this by tapping the drum 
quicker/slower or moving your arms 
quicker/slower. Record last attempt of this task. 
 
If time allows, allow a child will have a go at 
being conductor. Record children being the 
conductor. 
 
Plenary:  Whoever was the last person being 
conductor, hands up, a positive comment and 
a constructive criticism.  
 

 



  

Lesson Learning Objective and 
Success Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the 
Arts 
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L.O. To rehearse an 
ensemble piece. 
 
Success Criteria 

1. I must be able to 
identify what music 
family my 
instrument belongs 
to and why 

2. I should be able to 
follow a conductor 
when performing 
on my instrument. 

3. I could be able to 
play successfully in 
an ensemble and 
understand how I fit 
into the ensemble 
piece. 

 

PRIOR TO THIS CHILDREN, CHILDREN 
NEED TO MAKE JUNK INSTRUMENTS AT 
HOME. YOU COULD SET THIS FOR 
HOMEWORK. 
 
Starter: PowerPoint quiz 
 
Input: Look at the instruments children have 
made. In table groups, children must identify 
what instruments have been made and what 
instrument family they would belong too. 
Discuss as a class. 
 
Once each child has established whether they 
have made a string, woodwind, or percussion 
instrument, they should sit in groups with their 
fellow instrument families. As a group, children 
must discuss why they are in that group. What 
makes their instrument part of that musical 
family? 
 
Activity: Practise an ensemble performance 
with the junk instrument having the teacher as 
conductor. This is a rehearsal for a 
performance next week. Include changes in 
dynamics, tempo and bringing groups in and 
out (like they practised last week). Record first 
practise. 
 
Allow some of the students to be the conductor. 
Teacher may need to keep the tempo with a 
drum. 
 
Plenary: Discuss in your groups what you think 
you did really well as a group and what you 
need to improve on for next week. 
 

Starter PowerPoint - 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-20466-
musical-instrument-what-am-i-powerpoint  
 
Junk instruments 
 
Conductor baton? 
 

NC -  
improvise and 
compose 
music for a 
range of 
purposes 
using the inter-
related 
dimensions of 
music 
 
NC -  play and 
perform in… 
an ensemble 
contexts, 
using… 
playing 
musical 
instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, 
fluency, 
control and 
expression 
 
Rehearsing as 
an ensemble. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-20466-musical-instrument-what-am-i-powerpoint
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-20466-musical-instrument-what-am-i-powerpoint
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L.O. To perform an 
ensemble piece 
 
Success Criteria 

1. I must understand 
my role in this 
ensemble 

2. I should be able to 
understand the 
correct entrance 
and exit following 
the traditions of an 
orchestral 
performance. 

3. I could be able to 
perform with my 
ensemble 
successfully.  

Input: Recap last lesson. Look over what a 
conductor does at the beginning by watching 
the video from lesson 3 (1’20”). (They walk in, 
the other musicians stand. They shake hands 
with the 1st violinist. They take a bow. They 
instruct the musicians to be seated. They wait 
until everyone is ready and silent before they 
begin). 
 
Also looking at how a performance finishes 
(1:18:35). (They instruct all musicians to stand. 
They shake hands with the 1st violinist and 1st 
viola. They bow to their musicians and walks 
off). 
Practise the entrance of the conductor and 
remember how we should behave before the 
performance. Practise the exit and the bows. 
 
Activity: Decide on a final conductor and 
rehearse your junk orchestra with the correct 
entrance and exit, using different entries for 
each group of instruments, dynamics and 
tempo. 
 
Task: Performance! Invite your headteacher or 
music lead in to watch the final performance. 
Record the final perform to assess against the 
first rehearsal. 
 
Plenary: Quiz about what we’ve learnt this half 
term. (Instruments and their families, what a 
conductor is and what they control within the 
orchestra, the roles of each instrument within 
the orchestra etc.) Use whiteboards in partners 
or hands up. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOjHhS5MtvA 
(1’20”)&(1:18:35) 
 
Junk instruments 
 
Invite your headteacher or music lead to come 
and watch the performance.  

NC -  play and 
perform in… 
an ensemble 
contexts, 
using… 
playing 
musical 
instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, 
fluency, 
control and 
expression 
 
Performing an 
ensemble 
piece. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOjHhS5MtvA

