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Question 

How do people celebrate (Christmas)? 

Lesson Learning Objective and Success Criteria Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 
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L.O. 
To identify the key parts of the Christmas story. 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that Christmas is the story of the birth 

of Jesus. 
2. I should know that Mary gave birth to Jesus who is 

God’s son. 
3. I could retell the story in my own words.  

 
 

Input: 
Class discussion: What’s the most important part of 
Christmas to you? Allow children to speak about 
presents, food, Father Christmas etc.  
 
Why do Christians celebrate Christmas? What does 
Christmas mean to Christians?  
 
Task: 
As a class, watch the video of the Christmas story.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrTFAZPQxpE 
Stop the video at the key points and discuss what is 
happening. (Angel Gabriel, the journey, no room at 
the inn, baby in a manger, shepherds and kings.) 
 
Plenary: 
Children stick the images of the Christmas story into 
the correct order.  

 https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/christmas-
nativity-cut-and-stick-story-map-activity-t-tp-
2660537 

^ cut and stick 
activity  
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L.O. 
To explore Christmas celebrations. 

Context: Nativities 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know the key parts of the Christmas story. 

Input: 
Use the cut and stick activity from last week to recap 
the Christmas story.  
Ask: how do Christians celebrate Christmas? What 
do they do? Explain that one part of the celebrations 
is to perform the Christmas Nativity. Have we ever 
seen a nativity? Speak about how the children are 

 Nativity 
Costumes  

 

Drama 
Link to school nativity  

BRONZE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrTFAZPQxpE
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/christmas-nativity-cut-and-stick-story-map-activity-t-tp-2660537
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/christmas-nativity-cut-and-stick-story-map-activity-t-tp-2660537
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/christmas-nativity-cut-and-stick-story-map-activity-t-tp-2660537


 
 
 

2. I should know that Christians perform nativities as a 
way to celebrate Christmas.  

3. I could explain that Christians use nativities as a 
reminder of the ‘true’ meaning of Christmas.  

 
 

going to take part in the Nativity this year too (I am 
making assumptions here, check with your SLT 
team!) as we are part of a Christian community.  
Explain to the children that performing a nativity is a 
way for Christians to remind themselves of why they 
celebrate Christmas and why it is important to them. 
 
Task: 
As a class or in groups, children act out their own 
nativity, in costume. Teacher to encourage children 
to include all the main parts of the story and all the 
main characters.   
Take photos for books!  
 
Plenary: 
Recap – why do Christians perform nativities? 
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L.O. 
To explore Christmas celebrations. 

Context: Decorations 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that for Christians, Christmas is Jesus’ 

birthday. 
2. I should know that Christians decorate their houses 

to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 
3. I could know that different countries decorate for 

Christmas in different ways.  
 
 

Input: 
What can we remember about the Christmas story? 
 
Look at photos of decorated Christmas trees, 
decorated towns, houses etc (use a variety of 
countries to add a cultural link) as well as birthday 
cakes, balloons, birthday parties. 
 
Why do Christians decorate their houses at 
Christmas? Discuss making the house/church/world 
look beautiful ready for the arrival of baby Jesus and 
the celebration of Jesus’ birth (Jesus’ birthday).  
 
Task: 
Children make a Christmas decoration. 
 
Plenary: 
Children talk to the class about their Christmas 
decoration (link to adjectives in English).  

   

  



Lesson Learning Objective and Success Criteria Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 
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L.O. 
To explore Christmas celebrations. 

Context: Carols 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that Christians sing carols to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus. 
2. I should know that Christians sing carols in church 

as well as other settings. 
3. I could know the names or words to some 

Christmas carols.  
 
 

Input: 
What can we remember about the Christmas story? 
How do Christians celebrate Christmas? (recap last 
lesson’s decorations). 
 
Play a Christmas carol, do the children recognise it? 
What is it? What is it about? What do we already 
know about Christian music – link to last half term, 
Christians use music to celebrate and praise. Where 
to Christians sing carols? 
 
Task: 
Listen to some different Christmas carols, what do 
the children like or dislike about them? Why do 
they/do they no like them? Introduce some basic 
music vocabulary.  
 
Plenary: 
Children could also practice their carol for the 4RP 
Carol Service on 30th Nov at the cathedral. Ensure 
children understand that we sing carols as we are 
Church schools and therefore have a Christian ethos. 
 

 Carols  Music vocabulary  
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L.O. 
To explore Christmas celebrations. 

Context: Cards and Presents  
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that Christians give gifts on Christmas 

day. 
2. I should know that Christians give gifts because 

Jesus was a gift. 
3. I could know that for Christians, Jesus was a gift 

from God given to the world.  
 
 

Input: 
What can we remember about the Christmas story? 
How do Christians celebrate Christmas? (recap 
decorations and carols). 
 
Show the children a picture of a pile of presents and 
a string of Christmas cards. Why do Christians give 
cards and presents on Christmas day? Talk about the 
representation/symbolism as Jesus was a gift from 
God. 
 
Task: 
Children create a Christmas card (must be Christian 
based) or a Christmas present. 

 Supplies to 
make 
Christmas 
cards or a 
present  

 



 
Plenary: 
Children deliver their cards and presents to others in 
the school or the local community.  
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CHECK YOUR 
SCHOOL’S 
RULES 
REGARDING 
“NATASHA’S 
LAW” 
BEFORE THIS 
LESSON! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L.O. 
To explore Christmas celebrations. 

Context: Food 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that Christians have a feast as a form 

of celebration. 
2. I should know that Christians say grace before their 

Christmas feast. 
3. I could know that they have a big feast as Christmas 

is the biggest celebration in the Christmas calendar.  
 
 

Input: 
What can we remember about the Christmas story? 
How do Christians celebrate Christmas? (recap 
decorations, carols, cards and presents). 
 
Show the children a table of Christmas food. What 
can they see? Why do Christians have a big feast on 
Christmas day? Explain that it is the biggest feast of 
the year as it’s the biggest celebration. It’s a way for 
Christians to gather and celebrate together.  
 
Task: 
Class have a Christmas feast, they say grace 
together, discuss the Christmas story and sample the 
different Christmas foods. Play Christmas carols in 
the background to encourage conversation about 
that too.  
 
Plenary: 
Class discussion: 
How do people celebrate (Christmas)?  

 Christmas 
foods e.g.: 
-mince pies 
-turkey 
-yule log 
-pigs in 
blankets  

 

 


