
International Mother 

Language Day          
 

Celebrated every year on 21 February to spread awareness of 

linguistic, cultural diversity, and to promote multilingualism. 



History of Mother Language 

Day 
The UN proclaimed 

International Mother Language 

Day in November 1999. The 

resolution of the United 

Nations General Assembly 

A/RES/61/266 on 16th May 

2007 called Member States         

“to promote the preservation and protection of all languages 

used by peoples of the world". 

 

The International Year of Languages was created when linguistic 

diversity was increasingly threatened. Every two weeks a language 

disappears taking with it an entire cultural and intellectual 

heritage. At least 43% of the estimated 6000 languages spoken in 

the world are endangered. Only a few hundred languages have 

genuinely been given a place in education systems and the public 

domain, and less than a hundred are used in the digital world. 
 

Multilingual and multicultural societies exist through their 

languages which transmit and preserve traditional knowledge and 

cultures in a sustainable way. 
 

Globally 40 per cent of the population does not have access to 

an education in a language they speak or understand. 
 

The idea to celebrate International Mother Language Day was the 

initiative of Bangladesh. The date, 21 February, represents the 

day in 1952 on which three students from Dhaka University were 

killed during a demonstration calling for recognition for their 

language Bangla (also known as Bengali).  



Annual Themes 
Each year International Mother Language Day focuses on a 

different theme. The themes over the years help us recognise 

the challenges as well as the advances and advantages found in 

multilingualism for societies and cultures: 

2022 Using technology for multilingual learning: 

Challenges and opportunities 

- Discussing the potential role of technology to 

advance multilingual education and support the 

development of quality teaching and learning for all. 

2021 Fostering multilingualism for inclusion in 

education and society. 

- It recognizes that languages and multilingualism can 

advance inclusion, and the Sustainable Development 

Goals' focus on leaving no one behind. 

2020 Languages without borders.  

- The theme focuses on cross-border languages and 

helps to preserve indigenous heritage. 

2019 Indigenous languages matter for development, 

peace building and reconciliation. 

- 2019 is the International Year of Indigenous 

Languages.  

- Indigenous peoples number some 370 million and 

their languages account for the majority of the 

approximately 7,000 living languages on Earth. Many 

indigenous peoples continue to suffer from 

marginalization, discrimination and extreme poverty, 

and are the victims of human-rights violations.  

- To recognize and enforce the rights of indigenous 

peoples. 



2018 Linguistic diversity and multilingualism: 

keystones of sustainability and peace 

- Our languages, our assets. 

- This year, UNESCO commemorates the 70th 

anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and its bold statement that ‘no discrimination 

can be made on the basis of language’, and 

celebrates its translation into more than 500 

languages. 

2017 Towards Sustainable Futures through 

Multilingual Education. 

- In line with "Education for People and the Planet: 

Creating Sustainable Futures for All", theme of 

UNESCO's Global Monitoring Report on Education, 

2016. 

- IMLD also supports Goal 4.6 of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs): "Ensure that all youth 

and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and 

women, achieve literacy and numeracy" 

2016 Quality education, language(s) of instruction and 

learning outcomes. 

- On the importance of appropriate languages of 

instruction, usually mother tongues, in early years of 

schooling: formal and non-formal education must 

deliver quality education for all learners by taking a 

multilingual approach, which has great potential for 

achieving development goal 4 of the Agenda 2030. 

2015 Inclusion in and through education: Language 

counts. 

- Focus is on one of the main challenges that cuts 

across many of the goals, i.e. Inclusion 

(equity/quality). 

 



How is it celebrated? 
UNESCO organise several events on this day and encourage people 

to maintain their knowledge of their mother language and learn the 

use of more than one language. 

Various activities are also organised in schools and colleges to 

celebrate the diversity of languages. 

 

 

 

Some ideas include: 

- Decorate your school with flags, especially those 

representing mother languages of people in the school. 

- Bring a book/magazine/Newspaper/any other materials 

written in your Mother Language to donate to the school 

library. 

- Write the words “love and peace” in 

your mother language. Add them to the 

school world map. 

- Do you have a favourite proverb in your 

mother language? Write it out. Read it 

to your class and explain what it means 

and why it is special to you. 

- Dress in your national clothing. 

 



Celebrating Linguistic 

diversity 
Language is more than just how we communicate with each 

other. Our language and the traditions tied into it are part of 

who we are. They are part of how we think and understand and 

how we see the world. 

 

We can celebrate that progress is being made with more 

people understanding how important it is to have the 

opportunity to have learning and education available in our 

mother-tongue. 

 

A multilingual and multicultural society is rich because they 

benefit from the cultures and traditional knowledge of a wider 

base. If we talk and learn together we can build a better 

future in a better world. 

 

 

 

 


