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L.O. I can assess 
what I already know 

Children to complete a ‘What I know now’ in regards to the National Curriculum requirements for this 
unit of work 

• notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults  
• find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, 

food and air) 

What I now know – to be completed at the end of the unit. 
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L.O. I can find out about 
the offspring of a variety 
of different animals. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
I must know that all 
animals, including 
humans, have offspring 
that grow into adults 
 
I should be able to match 
a variety of adult animals 
to their offspring 
 
I could know that growth 
from offspring to adult is 
a gradual process 

Input 
Show children the pictures of a variety of baby animals on the slides.  
What do all these animals have in common? Children to think, pair, share their ideas.  
Explain that all species of animals have babies, just like humans do.  
Why do you think it is important for animals (including humans) to have babies? Invite children to share 
their ideas then go through the information on the slides.  
Show children the baby and adult animals on the slides. Which baby do you think goes with which adult? 
Match each of the animals as a class.  
Which animal do you think is most different to its offspring when it is an adult? 
Invite children to share their ideas. 
Activity 
Lower ability: Provide children with a set of Picture Cards A. On worksheet 1A, children to then stick each 
baby animal in the correct box to show what the animal looks like as an adult.  
Middle ability: Provide children with a set of Picture Cards B. On worksheet 1B, children to then stick the 
animals in the correct boxes to show each animal as a baby and an adult.  
Higher ability: Provide children with a set of Picture Cards C. Children to match each animal to its offspring. 
On worksheet 1C, children to then stick each pair of animals in the boxes, then use the words in the word 
box to label each animal. 
Plenary 
How do you think a tadpole becomes a frog? When does a chick turn into a chicken? Do babies change from 
being a baby to adult quickly or does it happen over time? Discuss ideas with the children. 
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L.O. I know about 
the different ways in 
which animals 
reproduce 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
I must know that 
animals have 
offspring that grow 
into adults 
 
I should be able to 
describe some of the 
different ways 
animals have 
offspring 
 
I could know that not 
all animals 
reproduce in the 
same way 

Input 
Go through the pictures of different baby animals on the slides. What will this animal grow up to be? Invite 
children to guess, then check each one on the slides.  
Explain that not all animals have babies in the same way. Some animals lay eggs for their babies to grow in while 
other animals grow babies in their tummies, like humans do. Go through the further information about animal 
reproduction and gestation on the slides.  
Which of these animals does not lay eggs? Children show the four animals on the slides and ask them to identify 
which does not lay eggs. Repeat with the other questions and animals on the slides, e.g. Which of these animals 
is pregnant for the longest? 
Activity 
Lower ability: Provide children with the Information Sheet as a reference. On worksheet 2A, children to tick the 
boxes for each animal to show whether they lay eggs or give birth to live young.  
Middle ability: Provide children with the Information Sheet as a reference. On worksheet 2B, children to tick the 
boxes for each animal to show whether they lay eggs or give birth to live young.  
Higher ability: Provide children with the Information Sheet as a reference. On worksheet 2C, children to put 
fifteen animals in each group to show animals that lay eggs and animals that give birth to live young. Children will 
need to think of more animals than are mentioned on the Information Sheet. When finished, children to draw a 
picture and complete the sentences for each section of the life cycle of a chicken and the life cycle of a cat on 
worksheet 2D. 
Plenary 
What is the most interesting fact you have found out about how animals have babies today? Invite children to 
share what they have learnt. Are there any other questions we could ask about this? How could we find out the 
answers to our questions? Discuss ideas as a class. 
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L.O. I can explore 
how humans grow 
as they get older 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
I must know that 
humans grow as they 
get older 
 
I should know that 
body parts will grow 
in proportion 
 
I could describe the 
stages of human 
development 

Input 
Show children the pictures of a baby, a child and an adult on the slides. Which of these people is youngest? Which 
of these people is oldest? How do you know? Invite children to share their ideas.  
Explain that from the time you are born, you grow until you become an adult. Which parts of your body do you 
think grow as you get older? Children to think, pair, share their ideas.  
Go through the information on the slides about the stages of human development.  
Explain that your body grows in proportion. This means that as your feet get bigger, your legs get longer, your 
arms get longer and your hands get bigger. Did you know that your foot is the same size as your forearm? Children 
to take off their shoes and check! 
Activity 
Lower ability: On worksheet 3A, children to label each of the stages of human development, using the words in the 
word box to help.  
Middle ability: On worksheet 3B, children to label each of the stages of human development, using the words in 
the word box, then draw a picture for each one.  
Higher ability: On worksheet 3C, children to describe each of the stages of human development, then draw a 
picture for each one. 
Plenary 
Even though we all grow as we get older, we are all different heights. Some people are shorter or taller than 
others at different times in their lives. Challenge children to get into a row in height order to see the differences 
between the tallest and shortest children. 

  

 

  



 Learning Objective 
and Success Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to 
the Arts 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L.O. I can find out 
what animals, 
including humans, 
need to survive. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
I must know that all 
animals, including 
humans, need food 
to survive 
 
I should know that 
all animals, including 
humans, need water 
to survive 
 
I could know that all 
animals, including 
humans, need air to 
survive 

Input 
Show children the various animals on the slides. What are the differences between each of these animals? What do 
they have in common? Give children some time to discuss their ideas.  
Explain that although animals are all different, they all need the same things to survive. What do you think animals, 
including humans, need to stay alive? Children to think, pair, share their ideas, then go through the information on 
the slides about how animals need food, water and air to survive and why they need each of these things.  
Show children the picture of a fish on the slides. Does a fish need air to survive? Invite children to share their ideas, 
then explain that fish need oxygen, just like animals on land do, but that they take in oxygen through their gills 
instead of breathing it in like other animals.  
Where do animals get their food from? Where do they get their water from? Invite children to share their ideas, 
then go through the information on the slides. 
Activity 
Lower ability: On worksheet 4A, children to use the words in the word box to complete the sentences about what 
humans and other animals need to survive. Children to then draw pictures of animals eating, drinking and breathing. 
Middle ability: On worksheet 4B, children to use the words in the word box to complete the sentences about what 
humans and other animals need to survive. Children to then draw pictures of animals eating, drinking and breathing. 
Higher ability: On worksheet 4C, children to describe the things animals, including humans, need to survive and how 
they get them. Children to then draw pictures of animals eating, drinking and breathing 
Plenary 
We have found out that all animals need food to survive but do animals all need the same type of food? Encourage 
children to think about what various animals eat that they know of, including any pets they have. 
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L.O. I can explore the 
environment as a factor 
of survival for animals, 
including humans. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
I must know that 
animals need air, water 
and food to survive 
 
I should know that an 
animal’s survival often 
depends on its 
environment 
 
I could suggest reasons 
for why a species might 
become extinct 

Input 
Can you remember what three things all animals, including humans, need to survive? Children to think, pair, 
share their ideas, then check on the slides.  
Where do you live? Why do you live there? Children to share their ideas as a class.  
What is different about where these animals live? Show children the three animals on the slides and ask 
children to talk about the different places they live.  
Go through the information on the slides about animals living in particular habitats.  
What do you think would happen if a cow and a fish swapped homes? What do you think would happen if a 
penguin and a camel swapped homes? Children to think, pair, share their ideas. 
Activity 
Lower ability: On worksheet 5A, children to read the description of where animals like to live, then match them 
up to the correct environment.  
Middle ability: On worksheet 5B, children to read the description of where animals like to live, then choose one 
of the environments from the list that would be a suitable home for them.  
Higher ability: On worksheet 5C, children to choose which environment they think best suits each animal, then 
describe why they chose each one. 
Plenary 
What does ‘extinct’ mean? Why do you think some animals become extinct? Discuss animals that have become 
extinct with the class, e.g. dinosaurs, dodos, etc. Discuss also species that are endangered, e.g. tigers and panda 
bears, and the role humans often play in this. 

  

     
 

 


