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L.O. TO understand the skills required to 
research the life of a famous designer. 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must be able to retrieve information about 
the life of William Morris. 

2. I should be able find examples of his work. 
3. I could pose and answer my own research 

questions. 
Extension: I could say how Morris’ life 
influenced his work. 

Input: Display a picture and famous quote by 
William Morris. Which era do the children think 

he might be from and why? Tell them that 
William Morris was a famous designer in the 

Victorian times. What is a designer? Today we 
are going to find out more about William Morris. 
Show the children the PowerPoint and display 
some information. Tell the children that today 
they are going to produce a fact file on William 

Morris. What is a fact file? 
 

Task: Children create a fact file on William 
Morris including when he was born and died, 

where he lived, what he is famous for, a picture 
of him and a picture of a pattern of his that they 

like. As a challenge they may want to think 
about how his life influenced his work. 

 
Plenary: Children share what they have learnt. 

Chrome 
Books 

Art 
sketchbooks 
WM PPT 

Pupils should be 
taught about great 

designers in history.  
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L.O. To identify the work of William Morris and 
appreciate what made it unique. 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must be able to recall facts about an artist. 
2. I should be able to say what makes two 

pieces of art similar and different. 
I could identify the unique features of William 
Morris’ work. 

Input: Tell the children that today we are going 
to be learning about William Morris, who was a 

famous Victorian artist. Show them the 
PowerPoint that tells that about his life and 

display his works of art. Ask them if there are 
any traits or patterns in his style? Then introduce 

the children to other famous artists working in 
the 1800s (Monet, Constable, Cassatt, 

Rousseau and Van Gough) and display their 
works of art and some information about them. 
How is their work different from Morris’ and are 

there any similarities? 
 

Task: Children complete the identifying artist 
sheet. 

 
Plenary: Children answer the questions on their 

favourite artist from the 1800 and the work of 
William Morris.  

 

Comparing 
artist sheet 

Observations and 
analysis of great 
artists in history: 

 
Claude Monet 

John Constable 
Mary Cassatt 

Henri Rousseau  
Vincent Van Gough 

William Morris 
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L.O.  To understand how to recreate a William 
Morris pattern. 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must be able appreciate the work of William 
Morris. 

2. I should be able to spot similarities in his 
patterns. 

3. I could design a realistic pattern. 
 

Input: Recap with the children what we have 
learnt about William Morris so far; recap the 

different types of art that he completed. Show 
the children some of his famous patterned work; 

ask them what they all have in common? 
 

Activity: Children design a William Morris style 
pattern. 

 
Plenary: Gallery viewing. Children look at the 
different types of design in the Victorian period 
(romantic, impressionist, medieval and gothic 
revival). What type do they think William Morris’ 
work mainly fits into? 

Paper Pupils should be 
taught about great 

designers in history.  
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L.O. To understand how 
to use a block printing 

technique. 
 

Success Criteria:  
1. I must understand 

what printing is and 
how it is used.  

2. I should be able to 
think of an imaginative 

design.  
3. I should be able to use 

a small amount of paint 
and the printing stamp 

effectively.  
I could create an original 
and consistent pattern 
using the block printing 
technique that builds up 
colour.  

Input: Ask the children what they have learnt 
about William Morris – what is he famous for? 

Last lesson we designed wallpaper using 
pencils – do they think that is a technique that 
Morris would have used? What would he have 

used to make it quicker and consistent? Tell the 
children that today we are going to be printing in 
the style of William Morris. We are going to use 
block printing. What might this involve? Show 

the children the video on block printing  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAy_imtiqVM 

What did they see in the video that will help 
them today? Show the children a collection of 

printing stamps and tell them we will be printing 
to make wrapping paper! Remind them to have 
their design in mind and to use a small amount 

of paint to be effective. 
 

Activity: Children use the block printing 
technique on A1 paper to design wrapping 

paper. Teacher to take photos.  
 

Plenary: show the children a stained glass 
window and ask them artistic skills you 
would need to have to make one. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAy_imtiqVM 
 

Camera 

Pupils should 
be taught  how 
improve their 
mastery of art 
and design 
techniques, 
including 
drawing, 
painting and 
sculpture with 
a range of 
materials [for 
example, 
pencil, 
charcoal, 
paint, clay] 
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L.O.  To understand how to create a stained 
glass window. 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I can appreciate the work of William Morris. 
2. I should understand what a stained glass 

window represents. 
3. I could use appropriate colours to recreate a 

realistic window. 
 

Input: Recap who William Morris was. What 
types of art did he create? Show the children a 
picture of stained glass windows. What do they 

have in common? What types of colours are 
used? Show the children the template and tell 
them that today we are going to be making our 

own stained glass windows. 
 

Task: children make their own stained glass 
windows. 

Tissue paper 
Glue 

Stained glass 
window 
template 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAy_imtiqVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAy_imtiqVM


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plenary: A gallery viewing of the windows. 
Children evaluate their windows. 
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L.O.  To understand how to recreate a 
silhouette. 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must know what a silhouette is. 
2. I should be able to see the outline of a shape. 
3. I could pay attention to detail when drawing 

the outline of a face. 
4. I could carefully cut out to produce a realistic 

silhouette. 
 

 

Input: Ask the children if they had photographs 
in the Victorian era. Why not? Ask how people 

had portraits of themselves. Then ask the 
children what a silhouette is. Tell the children 

that during this "Victorian" era, silhouettes held 
an important function: they were a main way that 

common people could have a portrait 
made. Since photography hadn't yet become 

easy, accessible, or inexpensive until near 1900, 
most people were still having silhouettes created 

to remember loved ones. Most likely they 
spent many days or weeks' salary on that 

photograph. 
Show them some examples on the board of 

Victorian silhouettes; ask how they think we can 
recreate these in the classroom? Ask them what 

way they will need to pose for their partner. 
Teacher to complete a demonstration on how to 

draw a silhouette of a child. 
 

Task: Children draw a silhouette of their partner 
on black paper and cut around it. 

 
Plenary:  Attach pictures to frames and have a 
gallery viewing. 

Sketch books 
Black Paper 

Pencils 
Victorian 
style frame 

Pupils should be 
taught  how improve 
their mastery of art 
and design 
techniques, including 
drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a 
range of materials 
[for example, pencil] 

 

 

http://www.silhouettesbyhand.com/history
http://www.silhouettesbyhand.com/history

	Input: Tell the children that today we are going to be learning about William Morris, who was a famous Victorian artist. Show them the PowerPoint that tells that about his life and display his works of art. Ask them if there are any traits or patterns in his style? Then introduce the children to other famous artists working in the 1800s (Monet, Constable, Cassatt, Rousseau and Van Gough) and display their works of art and some information about them. How is their work different from Morris’ and are there any similarities?

