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L.O. To make a clay model of a natural object and to 
talk about nature sculptures. 
 
Success Criteria: 

I can look closely at my picture.  

I can make the shape of my object out of clay.  

I can make a solid base for my model.  

I can add detail to my model.  

I can tell you what a sculpture is.  
I can name a natural object. 

Key words: 
Sculpture, statue, model, work, work of art, 3-D.  
 
Sculpture: Use the slides to introduce the concept of 
sculpture as 3-D modelling. Discuss different kinds of 
sculptures.  
 
You could also share clips from the BBC’s Great 
Pottery Throw Down – make sure the clips you are 
showing are appropriate. 
 
Materials: In pairs, children identify and discuss the 
common materials used in the three sculptures 
shown.  
 
Materials: Many sculptures are made of metal, clay 
or stone. Why? What are the properties of these 
materials? Another word for sculpture is model. Tell 
the children that they are going to make a mini 
model from clay.  
 
Natural Objects: Continuing with the Lesson 
Presentation, introduce the idea of ‘nature’ and 
‘natural’. In pairs, children think of items from 
nature. Discuss and address misconceptions.  
 

Clay  

Boards  

Modelling 
tools  

Camera  
 
Natural 
resources 
(plants, twigs, 
leaves etc) 

Use this lesson to 
complete some 
paintings/prints for our 
Community Art Project 

SILVER 



Making Mini Models: Using clay, children make mini 
models of objects from the natural world.  
Adults circulate to encourage good technique. Refer 
to Working with Clay. It is important to take 
photographs of the finished pieces as the 
photographs will be used in Lesson 6: Showcase 
Collage.  
 
Natural or Man-Made? Provide a small selection of 
objects. As a class, children sort the objects into 
‘natural’ and ‘man-made’.  
 
LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS 
Guiseppe Archimboldo – Food Sculpting  
William Morris (see previous art unit too) – 
Polyblock nature printing 
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L.O. To collect material for my nature sculptures.  
 
 
Success Criteria: 

I can say if an object is natural or not natural.  

I can collect natural objects on my woodland walk.  
 

Key words: 
Natural, natural materials, nature.  
 
Sculpture: Revisit previous learning about sculpture.  
 
Mini Models: As a class, children list the objects that 
they modelled in clay in Lesson 1: Mini Models. 
Discuss that these are all natural objects.  
 
Nature Sculptures: Introduce the idea of nature 
sculptures as sculptures made from natural 
materials.  
 
Woodland Walk: In pairs, children discuss the 
natural objects they should collect on their 
woodland walk, and which objects they must not 
collect (rubbish, living creatures and plants).  
 
Woodland Walk: As a class, children collect natural 
objects from a nearby park or woodland, using the 
Woodland Walk Activity Sheet as a checklist.  
 
Our Natural Materials: Children feedback to the 
class about the kind of objects that they found on 
their woodland walk. Store objects safely for use in 
the next lesson.  
 
LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS 
Guiseppe Archimboldo – Food Sculpting  
William Morris (see previous art unit too) – 
Polyblock nature printing 

Plastic bags  

Outdoor 
clothes  

Clipboards  
 
. 

Use this lesson to 
complete some 
paintings/prints for our 
Community Art Project 
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L.O. To make make my own land art and to talk about 
the artist Andy 
Goldsworthy.  
 
Success Criteria: 
I can choose natural materials for my land art 
sculpture. 
I can choose how I want to arrange my sculpture. 
I can arrange my materials carefully to make land art. 
I can tell you an interesting fact about Andy 
Goldsworthy. 
I can tell you something about Andy 
Goldsworthy’s nature sculptures. 
 

Key words: 
Land art. 
 
Sculpture: Briefly revisit previous learning about 
sculpture. 
 
Andy Goldsworthy: Introduce children to the artist 
and his work. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0114tmj 
 
Land Art: Introduce the idea of land art as art that is 
a part of the landscape and is left to erode naturally. 
As a class, children identify the materials that land 
art sculptures could be made from. 
 
Making Land Art : Model using natural materials to 
create a land art sculpture outside on grass or on the 
playground. Model making choices about pattern 
and colour and using a range of material. Flour paste 
can be used to glue the lighter materials to the floor 
if it is windy. Explain that this is glue made from 
natural materials and will wash away without 
causing any damage. 
 
Making Land Art: In pairs, children use their natural 
materials to create Goldsworthy style land art. When 
they are finished, children take photographs to 
record their work. 
 
Share: In pairs, children take turns to tell another 
pair about their work, how it was made and what 
they like about it most. 
 
LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS 
Guiseppe Archimboldo – Food Sculpting  

Previously 
collected 
natural 
materials 
Outdoor 
clothes 
Flour paste 
Camera 

Use this lesson to 
complete some 
paintings/prints for our 
Community Art Project 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0114tmj


William Morris (see previous art unit too) – 
Polyblock nature printing 
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L.O. To work in a group to make a Big Build nature 
sculpture and to compare my work with Andy 
Goldsworthy  
 
 
Success Criteria: 

I can work in a group.  

I can help to make a big nature sculpture.  

I can tell you a way to make the sculpture tall.  

I can tell you a way that our sculptures are similar to 
the work of Andy Goldsworthy.  
I can tell you a way that our sculptures are different to 
the work of Andy Goldsworthy.  
 

Key Words: 
Land art, nature, natural materials.  
 
Nature Sculpture: Briefly revisit previous learning 
about sculpture, nature sculpture and Andy 
Goldsworthy.  
 
Looking at Nature Sculptures: Organise the children 
into groups of three or four. Distribute the images 
from the Photo Pack, one for each group. Encourage 
children to discuss the questions on the Lesson 
Presentation and feed back to the rest of the class.  
 
The Big Build: In a suitable outdoor area, give each 
group a copy of the How to Make My Big Build 
Activity Sheet. In their groups, children make large 
scale sculptures from natural materials.  
(Big builds use a lot of material so it will be helpful to 
collect additional materials beforehand and 
supplement with items from the supermarket and 
the craft cupboard. Flowers, feathers, native fruits, 
straw and leaves all make great decorations for 
nature sculptures. If there is no suitable location 
nearby it is still possible to do the activity by 
collecting the natural material and bringing it to the 
school sports field or playground. The activity works 
best on grass or soft ground so that sticks can be 
stuck vertically in the ground. Carry a first aid kit in 
case of scrapes or pokes from sharp twigs. Children 
may find joining their materials challenging. 
Encourage them to weave with twigs and help them 
to use string and paste. You can always take a roll of 
clear tape for emergencies!  
 
My Big Build: On the My Big Build Activity Sheet, 
children draw a picture of their sculpture. Confident 
writers can label the materials they have used. 

 Use this lesson to 
complete some 
paintings/prints for our 
Community Art Project 



 
LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS 
Guiseppe Archimboldo – Food Sculpting  
William Morris (see previous art unit too) – 
Polyblock nature printing 
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L.O. To  To make make my own food art and to talk 
about the artist Guiseppe Archimboldo 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
I can choose natural materials for my food sculpture 
I can choose how I want to arrange my sculpture. 
I can arrange my materials carefully to make food art. 
I can tell you an interesting fact about Guiseppe 
Archimboldo 
I can tell you something about 

Guiseppe Archimboldo’s food sculpture. 

Key words: 
Artist, famous, paintings, Guiseppe Arcimboldo. 
Food, fruit, vegetables, print, paint, marks. 
Colour, texture, size. 
 
Sculpture: Briefly revisit previous learning about 
sculpture. 
 
Guiseppe Archimboldo: Introduce children to the 
artist and his work. Work through the powerpoint 
together. 
 
Food Art: Introduce the idea of food art as art that is 
created using the natural resources of food – what 
happens to this art if you leave it for ages? Compare 
to the natural erosion of land art. As a class, children 
identify the materials that land art sculptures could 
be made from. 
 
Making Food Art : Model using natural materials to 
create a food art sculpture on a white sheet of paper 
or a frame cut out. Model making choices about 
pattern and colour and using a range of foods – what 
food would work well and where? What are you 
making a sculpture of? How can we make sure it 
looks like this? Do we have to only use food? What 
other natural resources can we use? 
 
Making Food Art: In pairs, children use their natural 
materials to create Archimboldo style food art. 

Various fruit 
and 
vegetables 
IWB 
Powerpoint 
Examples 
Camera   

Use this lesson to 
complete some 
paintings/prints for our 
Community Art Project 



When they are finished, children take photographs 
to record their work. 
 
 
Share: In pairs, children take turns to tell another 
pair about their work, how it was made and what 
they like about it most. 
 
LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS 
William Morris (see previous art unit too) – 
Polyblock nature printing . 
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L.O. To make a collage about my work on nature 
sculptures. 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
I can use good scissor skills.  
I can put different materials together to make a 
collage.  
I can say things that I like about my work.  
I can say things that I could improve about my work.  
 

 

Key words: 
College 
 
Our Work So Far: Use the Lesson Presentation to 
remind the children of their work in previous 
lessons.  
 
Showcase Collage: With a partner, children discuss 
their previous learning and feedback to the rest of 
the class. Talk about their nature sculptures and self-
assess their work. Discuss the natural materials they 
have been working with and what they like about 
them. Choose which famous nature sculptures they 
like and why.  
 
Make a Showcase Collage: Model how to make a 
collage to showcase the art work produced in the 
unit. Model writing or sticking the title at the top of 
the paper. Demonstrate positioning the children’s 
photographed work first so they are the focus of the 
collage. Model drawing images to decorate the 
collage or choosing some from the resource sheets 
to cut and stick. Decorate your collage with leaves, 
feathers and other natural materials.  
 
Make a Showcase Collage: Children make a collage 
of photographs of their work on nature sculptures, 
and decorate it with pictures they have drawn, with 
images from the Materials for Nature Sculptures 
resource and the Nature Sculptures resource, and 
with natural materials.  
 
LA: 
Use the Nature Sculptures Titles resource to aid 
reluctant writers.  
 
HA: 

A3 sugar 
paper in 
natural 
colours  
Leaves and 
feathers  
Glue  
Scissors  
Paper  
Pencils and 
crayons  

Marker Pens 

Use this lesson to 
complete some 
paintings/prints for our 
Community Art Project 



As an extension activity, children complete the 
Nature Sculptures Evaluation Activity Sheet.  
 
Exhibition! In small groups, children discuss ideas for 
exhibiting their collages for display, and feedback to 
the rest of the class.  
 
 

 

 


