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L.O. How were children picked for new homes 
during evacuation? 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand the conditions that people 
living in Britain faced. 
2. I should know which children were evacuated 
and why. 
3. I could show empathy for the children who 
were evacuated. 

Input:  Ask children to discuss what life would 
have been like in Britain during WWII. Children 
will then feedback Tell the children that some 
evacuees were sent to live with family members, 
but for others it was luck of the drawer. 
Thousands of volunteers were recruited to help 
with the process of evacuation and parents were 
sent a list of what to pack. Ask the children what 
would have made a child desirable to have as an 
evacuee (able to work on a farm, well behaved, 
willing to eat anything, good at house hold 
chores, those with well stocked luggage). 
 
Activity: Children tea stain a luggage label (for 
authenticity). They then write their name, age and 
city and list of contents on one side and a short 
paragraph as to why they should be picked on the 
other side. 
 
Plenary: Children attach string and complete a 
gallery viewing of luggage labels. 

 
 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, 

pencil, and 
luggage label 

template. 

Using tea bags 
to make the 
paper look 
authentic. 

 
Making a 

luggage tag.  
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L.O.  What was life like for children during the 
Second World War? 
 
 
Success criteria: 

Input: Ask children what we learnt about 
evacuation last week? Was evacuation a 
negative experience for all children? 
 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, 
pencil, and writing 
frame/word bank 

for LA 

Creative writing, 
using evacuation 

as a basis.   

GOLD 



1. I must include the correct features of a letter 
(address, date, Dear.., From…). 

2. I should be able to express my feelings and 
advice using precise vocabulary. 

3. I should use a range of punctuation 
accurately. 

4. I could manipulate grammar and vocabulary to 
sound like a child during the Second World 
War. 

Show children information on rationing – a typical 
recipe. What is rationing? Why did food have to 
be rationed? What do you think it was like? 
 
Show a picture of an Anderson shelter. What was 
this and why was it needed? 
 
Show pictures of children being evacuated. 
Children to work with learning partners to freeze 
frame at the front of the class and say how they 
would feel in that situation. 
 
Tell the children they are going to write a letter 
home about how they feel about being 
evacuated; is it a good experience or bad? 
Discuss with learning partners. 
 
Activity: Children will write a letter of an 
evacuated child during the Second World War. 
 
 
Plenary: Verbal two stars and a wish with 
learning partners. Children up-level their work 
with purple polishing pen. 

 

The Blitz - BBC 
Teach  
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L.O.  How did rationing affect everyday life? 
 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand what rationing was. 
2. I should understand how limited supplies were 

and why. 

Input:  Allow children to pair share what rationing 
was and why it was necessary in World War 2. 
Allow them to make a list of what food they eat a 
week and how much they eat. Then show them 
what food an adult was allowed and how much. 
Children will then need to cross off what they 
couldn’t eat and see what they are left with. Do 
they think they could have coped with rationing 
during the war? Explain that clothes were also 

Topic book, 
Handwriting pen, 
pencil, colouring 
pencil, rationing 

posters. 

Rationing in the UK 
- BBC Teach  

Designing a war 
time meal.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-the-blitz/zm22jhv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-the-blitz/zm22jhv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-rationing-in-the-uk/zbgby9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-rationing-in-the-uk/zbgby9q


3. I could realise that propaganda was used to 
make rationing seem more positive. 

rationed and show an example of how clothing 
vouchers worked. 
 
Activity: Children design their own meal using 
rationed ingredients and then their own outfit, 
calculating how many clothes vouchers it would 
cost them. 
 
Plenary: Gallery viewing. Then look at some 
rationing propaganda posters. How do they sell 
rationing? 
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L.O.  What happened to Jewish citizens during 
the Holocaust? 
 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand what the Holocaust was. 
2. I should be able to order events 
chronologically. 
3. I could understand the event from different 
points of view. 

Input: Introduce by putting up new rule on the 
board: ‘If you birthday is on the 1st-15th of a month, 
you must stay in at playtime and do extra work. If 
your birthday is on the 16th-31st of a month, you 
can go out as usual.’ This will allow children to 
explore a range of feelings and actions. Ask 
children in each group how they felt? 
Would anyone try to sneak out? Would anyone 
tell on them? 
Explain to the children that we will be learning 
about the Holocaust. Ask children what it was and 
why the start of the lesson was relevant. 
 
Show the children rules that were imposed on 
Jewish people on the IWB. How would Jewish 
people have felt? 
 
Activity: In mixed ability pairs children cut out 
and organise the rules imposed, in date order. 
They should consider how a German person and 
a Jewish person would have felt. 
 
Plenary: Children feedback how a German and a 
Jewish person would have felt about imposing 
the rules. 
 

Topic books, 
Handwriting pens, 

Pencils 
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L.O.  How did a Jewish victim understand the 
Holocaust? 
 
 
Success Criteria 
1. I must understand the sensitive nature of 
Holocaust testimony. 
2. I should know who Anne Frank is. 
3. I could understand events from her point of 
view. 

 

Input: Display picture of Anne Frank on the IWB. 
Ask who she is and what we already know about 
her. 
 
Ask children to fill in timeline based on what we 
already know. 
 
Ask children what Anne Frank was famous for? 
 
Read an extract from her diary (children have 
studied this in English). 
Ask children what types of things she writes 
about? Why did she write a diary? 
Ask children what the features of a diary are. 
Model how they could write a section of a diary 
entry. 
 
Activity: Children write a diary entry, on 
whatever day/aspect of her life they wish. 
 
Plenary: Children to read out diary entries and 
are given a verbal two stars and a wish. 

 
Topic book, 

Handwriting pen, 
pencil, and writing 
frame/word bank 

for LA 

 

     
 

 


