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Question How do festivals and celebrations bring people together? 
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L.O. 
To identify the ways Mary and Joseph prepared for 

the birth of Jesus.  
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must list ways that Mary and Joseph prepared for 

baby Jesus  
2. I should identify these within the Christmas story  

3. I could compare these to how Christians prepare for 
Christmas  

 
 

Input: 
Look at images from Beauty and the Beast and 
Princess and the Frog. Are the Beast and Frog 
actually a beast/a frog? No? Who are they? Does 
your appearance define who you are? Do you have 
to look special to be special?  
Look at an image of baby Jesus; does he look 
special? Explain that although he does not look 
special he is very special to Christians.  
 
Task: 
Imagine someone is having a baby – how would they 
prepare a new bedroom for it? Create a class 
mindmap or image. 
Imagine you found out you were having a special 
baby – how would you prepare differently? (extra 
toys, bigger room etc) create a new mind map or 
image. 
Compare maps/images.  
 
Recap the Christmas story in a creative way – act it 
out, go on a story walk around the hall, look at 
pieces of art - how did Mary and Joseph prepare for 
baby Jesus?  

 Paper 
Pens 
Christmas 
Story 

Drama – if story walk is 
creative/acted out 

BRONZE 



 
Plenary: 
Compare the children’s images/mind maps with the 
Christmas story. How do they differ? Talk about how 
both rich and poor people came to visit baby Jesus. 
Discuss how God gave Jesus to the world for 
everyone, not just the rich/special/important. Focus 
on the shepherds coming to visit and being poor.  
Answer: how does this celebration bring people 
together? 
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L.O. 
To understand the meaning of advent to Christians.  

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know when advent is 

2. I should know what the time of advent means to 
Christians 

3. I could explain how this is show in our community  
 
 

Input: 
Use the letters A D V E N T – can they create a word? 
What does this word mean?  
Show an advent wreath, calendar and candle. What 
are they? What are they for?  
Discuss the meaning of advent – Christians are 
preparing for the birth of Jesus and the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus.  
Use PPT 1 to support discussions. 
 
Task: 
Children make a traditional advent wreath in groups 
(one to gift each class in the school would be a 
compassionate idea). Either using real fur/holly and 
candles, or using paper/craft with stick on flames to 
represent the lighting of the candle (TEACHER 
CHOICE) 
Work through PPT 2 to identify the parts and the 
meanings of the advent wreath. 
 
Plenary: 
Answer: how does this celebration bring people 
together? 

PPT 1: 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-24812-what-
is-advent 

 
PPT 2: 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2566915-ks1-
advent-wreath-information-powerpoint 
 

 
wreath making: 
pinecones 
fur branches 
holly  
candles  
 
OR  
 
Paper 
Pencils 
Glue  
Scissors  

 

 

  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-24812-what-is-advent
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-24812-what-is-advent
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2566915-ks1-advent-wreath-information-powerpoint
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2566915-ks1-advent-wreath-information-powerpoint
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L.O. 
To explain how Christians show thankfulness and 

show gratitude at Christmas.  
 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that Christians use Christmas as a time 

to say thank you 
2. I should know that they say thank you to God for 

giving them his son 
3. I could explain how Christians do this in the local 

community 
 
 

Input: 
Recap prior learning 
What is Christmas? What happens at Christmas? Is 
Christmas all about presents? What do you say if 
someone gave you a present? 
What do Christians say to God for giving them the 
gift of his only son?  
What is gratitude?  
Explain that Christmas time is a time for thanksgiving 
and thankfulness. How Christians say thank you and 
show gratitude? 
 
Task: 
Write thank you prayers on red and green 
paperchain slips and use them to chain-up and 
decorate the classroom.  
Write thank you notes to family, friends, teachers 
etc on yellow and blue.  
Children share their prayers and notes before linking 
together. 
 
Plenary: 
Answer: how does this celebration bring people 
together? 

 Red paper 
slips 
Green paper 
slips 
Yellow paper 
slips 
Blue paper 
strips  
Stapler  
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L.O. 
To explain how Jesus was treated as a king.  

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that Jesus was seen as the king of the 

Jews 
2. I should explain how people treated Jesus as a king 
3. I could explain how people show Jesus as a king in 

modern day 
 
 

Input: 
Recap the Christmas story. 
Show the word ‘God’ on the board. What does it say 
and mean? 
Who is the Christian God? Explain that Jesus was 
sent to Earth by God as his only son and many 
Christians see him as God in human form. Identify 
characters in the Christmas story that know Jesus is 
God (Mary, Joseph, shepherds etc). How do they 
know?  
Read Matthew 1: 18-25 and Matthew 2: 1-12 in an 
exciting way – act it out – dramatize words etc. 
Identify the gifts Jesus was given by the Wise Men. 

 A piece of gold 
The smell of 
frankincense 
Some perfume 
instead of 
myrrh   

 



Look, touch, smell these gifts. Discuss 
Why ere these given to baby Jesus? Who else has 
lots of gold (royaly) – the wise men saw Jesus as a 
king so brought him kingly gifts 
 
Task: 
Look at the ‘Mystic Nativity’ by Botticelli 
Can they spot a king in the image? Notice how baby 
Jesus is so big – it shows that Jesus is a king  
Children create their own Christmas images 
depicting Jesus as a king in a subtle way 
 
Plenary: 
Answer: how does Jesus being a king bring people 
together?  
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L.O. 
To explain how Christians give to others at Christmas 

time.  
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know that Christians see Christmas as a time 

for giving  
2. I should know that Christians do not only give 

physical gifts 
3. I could explain how giving gifts helps Christians to 

celebrate Christmas  
 
 

Input: 
Discuss the gifts Jesus received from the wise men. 
Remind children that they were all very expensive 
gifts.  
Ask: what would a poor man have given Jesus as a 
present? Discuss. 
Listen to, and look at the lyrics of, ‘In the Bleak 
Midwinter’ especially the last verse. What does they 
carol say to give? Why is giving your heart to Jesus 
important to Christians.  
What could Christians give to their friends and family 
instead of physical gifts? What could they offer or 
what qualities could they share? (For example, Mrs 
Tate may offer to support Mrs Taylor to make some 
really decorative displays in school using her creative 
skills or Mrs Taylor and Mrs Tate may give Mrs 
O’Regan some of their time by offering to help 
rearrange the library.)  
  

 In the Bleak 
Midwinter 
suntrack and 
lyrics 

Music  



Task: 
Children create a selection of gift vouchers of that 
Christians could give at Christmas time.  
 
Plenary: 
Answer: how does giving gifts at Christmas bring 
people together? 
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L.O. 
To justify my answers.  

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must identify ways that Christmas brings Christians 
together 

2. I should justify my answers with my prior learning 
3. I could explain how these things are shown in the 

world around us (human and social science discipline)  
 
 

Input: 
Discuss all prior learning in this topic and create a 
class mindmap of everything they children have 
learnt about Christians at Christmas.  
 
Task: 
Children answer the key question:  
 
How do festivals and celebrations bring people 
together? 
 
They an answer the question in any way they like: 
drama, art, music, mindmap etc.  
 
Plenary: 
Children share their work and ideas.  

   

 


