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L.O. To explain the spread of the Roman empire and 
recall key facts about the invasion of Britain. 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
I must create a poster or timeline to show how the 
Roman empire spread from 800 BC to AD 305. 
 
I should answer comprehension questions to show I 
understand when and how the Romans conquered 
Britain. 
 
I could explain the spread of the Roman empire and 
recall key facts about the invasion of Britain. 

  
 
 

Input: What Do You Know? Use the Lesson 
Presentation to display/read the following questions 
for the children to discuss in pairs. What do you know 
about the Roman empire? Can you name any key 
people from the time? What happened during the 
Roman invasions? Feed back and share ideas. Address 
any misconceptions. 
What Would You Like to Find Out? Compile a list of 
what the children would like to find out more about 
during this topic. Note any children who have prior 
knowledge and may need further challenge. 
The Roman Invasions: Introduce topic. Read the 
Lesson Presentation one slide at a time, allowing 
children to take notes of key facts along the way. 
Task: Invasion Questions: Children use their notes 
and the information on the Invasion Questions 
Activity Sheets to answer the comprehension 
questions about the Roman invasions. Look for 
children who are able to locate the information 
needed and answer the questions confidently. Go 
through the answers together. 
Input: The Spread of the Roman Empire: Point out the 
key on the maps on the Lesson Presentation. Move 
through the slides one at a time and ask children what 
they can see happening over time. Children discuss 
the questions on each slide and feed back their ideas 
about the spread of the Roman empire. 
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Task: Children create a poster showing the spread of 
the Roman empire from 800 BC to AD 305. 
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L.O. To understand why the Romans built new roads 
in Britain, know where some of the main roads went 
and know how the roads were made. 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
I must give three reasons why the Romans wanted 
new roads in Britain. 
 
I should label a map to show some Roman roads. 
 
I could create a model to show a cross-section 
of a Roman road. 

Input: Before the Roman Roads: Show the Lesson 
Presentation. Children discuss the following 
questions: Why do you think the Romans wanted to 
build new roads? Can you think of three possible 
reasons? Why Did the Romans Want Better Roads? 
Collect children’s ideas then look at the reasons 
given. Roman Roads: (Children will need maps or 
atlases.) Look at this and following slides on the 
Lesson Presentation, allowing children time to find 
details on their maps as directed. 
Task: Mapping Roman Roads: Using differentiated 
Mapping Roman Roads Activity Sheets and the Blank 
Map of Britain Activity Sheet, children find and label 
the Roman roads and the places they start and finish. 
Look for children who show understanding of why the 
Romans chose to link major cities. Can they explain 
the reasons for this? 
Input: Building the Roads: Continue with the Lesson 
Presentation, looking at how Roman roads were 
made. Discuss as necessary to ensure that the 
children have a thorough understanding. 
Task: Roman Road Model: Children make a 3D model 
showing the cross-section of a Roman road. They 
should use junk modelling materials and paint. 
(Tissue paper rolled into small balls can make good 
gravel.)  
Plenary: Allow time for groups to show their work 
and explain the road features included. 
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L.O. To understand how the Roman empire affected 
different people and how they felt and reacted to the 
changes that were being made. 

 
Success Criteria: 

I must act in role as a character from Roman Britain 
and show how that person would have felt and 
behaved. 
 
I should write in role to show I understand how the 
Roman empire might have affected different people. 
 
I could understand different perspectives. 
 

Input: Setting the Scene: Set the scene and introduce 
the characters using the Lesson Presentation: Venelli, 
a slave; Tiber, a Roman governor; Rastus, a trader; 
Boudicca, a Celtic queen; Milo, a Roman soldier; 
Drest, a Celtic farmer. 
Different Perspectives: Children discuss the following 
questions to help prepare them: What problems do 
you think there might have been at this point in 
history? Which of the characters do you think is most 
likely to cause problems? How? Why? Which of them 
do you think is least likely to cause problems? Why? 
Task: Getting Into Character: Organise children into 
six groups and assign each group a different 
character. Children discuss the questions on the Meet 
the Characters Activity Sheets and think of two or 
more ‘facts’ about their characters. Introducing 
Characters: Reorganise children into groups of six 
with one of each character in each group. Children 
introduce themselves in role as their character to the 
other characters in the group. Look out for children 
who can 
present themselves in role and empathise with the 
situation their character is in. 
Input: What Happens Next? (The Death of 
Prasutagus, The Destruction Begins, The Final Battle): 
Read through the information on the Lesson 
Presentation detailing what happens next in the story 
of Boudicca’s rebellion. After each section, children 
discuss the following questions in role as their 
characters. Has this affected you? What are you going 
to do? How do you feel? They should take turns to 
listen to what the other characters say and think of 
any questions that they may wish to ask them. 
Reflecting on events: Ask children to discuss the 
following questions in pairs: Who do you think will be 
pleased with the outcome? Will any of the characters 
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have regrets about how things turned out? What do 
you think the characters will do now? 
Task: Writing in Role: Children write in role to reflect 
on events of the rebellion using the Writing in Role 
Activity Sheet. Look for children who recognise that 
their character would have different thoughts and 
feelings at different stages of the story and are able 
to express this in their writing. 
Plenary: For each character, choose a child who has 
written in role as that character to share their 
work. Discuss with the class - how have they shown 
how that person was affected by the events of the 
rebellion? 
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L.O. I can describe who Emperor Hadrian was, say 
when, how and why he built a wall and explain the 
features of the wall. 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
I must tell you who the Emperor Hadrian was and 
when, how and why he built a wall. 
I should describe and draw the features of Hadrian’s 
Wall. 
I could say whether or not the wall was successful. 
 

Input: The Picts/Hadrian’s Wall/Building the Wall: 
Read the information on the Lesson Presentation 
about the Picts and the building of Hadrian’s Wall. 
Along the Wall: Using maps or atlases, children locate 
the start and finish of Hadrian’s Wall and some key 
places along it. They use the Mapping Hadrian’s Wall 
Activity Sheet, labelling their own map to show the 
places where it starts and finishes. Not Just a 
Wall/Life at the Wall: Look at the features of the wall, 
such as milecastles, turrets and forts, and how food 
was obtained and stored. 
Task: Wall Facts: Children produce either a report or 
a letter writing in role as a Roman soldier to describe 
Hadrian’s Wall. 
Plenary: What Can You Remember? Allow time for 
children to present their work and share facts. 
Compile a class list of facts using information from the 
children. Each fact could be written on the Hadrian’s 
Wall Bricks to create a class display. 
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L.O. To understand what religious beliefs the Romans 
had and know about some of the gods and goddesses 
that they worshipped. 

 
Success Criteria: 

I must explain the different elements of Roman 
religion. 
I should tell you the names of some of the main Roman 
gods. 
I could write about what they represented to the 
Roman people. 

Input: Roman Religion: Read the introduction to 
Roman religion from the Lesson Presentation.  
Task: Elements of Roman Religion: Children use the 
information from the introduction, their own 
knowledge and dictionaries to define the meaning of 
the different elements of Roman religion using the 
Elements of Roman Religion Activity Sheet. Prayer, 
omen, worship, superstition, ritual, sacrifice, 
festivals. 
Input: Roman Gods and Goddesses: Read the 
information on this and following slides showing 
comparisons with Greek gods, the Roman God Family 
Tree and details about some of the gods and 
goddesses. Allow time to discuss each one and for 
children to have the chance to feed back some key 
facts they learn. 
Task: Gods Game: Children make or play a game to 
help them remember and record key facts about 
Roman gods and goddesses. Look for children who 
are able to recall facts about the gods and goddesses 
with confidence. Can they explain why the Romans 
worshipped these gods? 
Plenary: What Have You Learnt? Children present 
their posters and games to the rest of the class. 
Discuss what the children have learnt and which gods 
or goddesses they found the most interesting. 
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L.O. To explain what Roman baths were and know 
about the different amenities they contained. 
 

Success Criteria: 
 

I must draw and write about the different features of 
a Roman bathhouse. 
I should tell you what a Roman bathhouse is and who 
used them. 
I could present my guide. 

Input: Roman Baths: Read the information on the 
Lesson Presentation, outlining the features inside  
Roman baths. Children take notes of the different 
features as you go through the information. 
Task: In the Baths: Children compare their notes with 
their partner and answer these questions about the 
Roman baths: How was water brought to the baths? 
How did the Romans heat the water? What were the 
names of the three main bathing experiences? What 
was the name of the tool used to scrape dirt off the 
skin? List three other things that visitors to the baths 
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could do. Share and discuss. Address any 
misconceptions. 
Roman Bathhouse Guide: Using their notes, the 
information on the Lesson Presentation and 
additional research in books or on the Internet (if 
available), children create a user guide for the latest 
Roman baths in their town. 
Plenary: Presenting the Guide: Children present their 
guides to the rest of the class, explaining the features 
of their baths. You may wish to choose a winning 
guide! Look for children who are able to remember 
and describe the different features of the baths with 
confidence. 
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