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L.O.  To pre-assess my knowledge on the 
Second World War. 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must understand what a ‘World War’ is. 
2. I should be able to recall what I already know. 
3. I could ask questions to further my knowledge. 

 

Input: Brainstorm what children already know 
about WWII, ask them to share this with their 

learning partner. 
Use the video resource to explain and establish 
why a World War took place and locate events 

on a timeline to give the children an idea of 
context. 

 
Activity: Create concept map. Children write 

unit title (World War 2) and thought shower prior 
knowledge and include diagrams. Children must 

include why it is called a World War.  
 

Plenary: Gallery viewing - Share ideas. Talk 
about what will be taught in future lessons. 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 
colouring 

pencils and 
timeline 
prompt. 

 
https://www.y
outube.com/
watch?v=HU
qy-OQvVtI  

Drawing for the 
concept map. 

2 
 

L.O. How can I use objects to answer 
questions about the past? 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must understand what a primary source is and 

that not all sources are reliable. 
2. I should be able to ask appropriate questions 

about a source. 
3. I could use prior knowledge and apply it to a 

source to make deductions about the past. 

Input: Ask the children to pair share what we 
know about WWII. 

Ask the class: how do we find out about the 
past? 

Look at a picture from WWII on the board – what 
can the children deduce from it? What do you 

already know? 
Explain to children that sources are how 

historians make sense of the past and so are 
open to interpretation. 

 
Activity: Mixed ability groups each take a 

different photo or an artefact and pose questions 
using 5 W’s. 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 

and 
photographs. 

 
https://www.b
bc.co.uk/bite
size/topics/zs
3487h/article

s/ztnvgk7  

Speaking and 
listening – groups 
presenting their 

findings to the class.  

GOLD 
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Children answer the questions in their books:  
What is the object? 

What was it used for? 
Who do you think made it or who was it made 

for? 
When do you think it was made? Why? 

Why was it made? 
Where might it have been used? What makes 

you think that? 
 

Plenary: Groups present findings to class.  
Ask the children what they have learnt? 

Why could using sources to make sense of the 
past be problematic? 

3 
 

L.O. What were the key events of the Second 
World War? 

 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must be able to name some of the key events 

from the Second World War. 
2. I should know which events are historically 

important. 
3. I could place the events in chronological order. 

Teaching input: Children have a silent 
discussion. On sugar paper children write 

anything they know about the causes/events of 
the Second W. orld War. 

Watch a video clip and then revise what children 
have learnt about the causes the war. 

Look at timeline on SMART notebook – highlight 
key events. 

 
Activity: Group – work together to put their 

groups given events into the correct 
chronological order using time line statements. 

Look at as a class -2 minutes. 
 

Working in mixed ability pairs-order events of 
WW2 adding any information that is necessary 

then write and illustrate the events in their 
books. 

 
Plenary: Look at timeline on board – did you get 

the order right? 
 

Which events do you think are the most 
important? 

Timeline 
resource 
prompt, 

topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 
colouring 

pencils and 
timeline 
prompt. 

Drawing for the 
timeline  
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L.O. What were the characteristic features of 
the Blitz? 

 

Input: Using images and espresso video-
discuss what happened during a blitz attack. 

Show propaganda poster-blackouts etc. Focus 

Topic book, 
Handwriting 
pen, pencil, 

Designing a 
propaganda poster. 



 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must understand what happened during the 
Blitz. 

2. I should know what propaganda is and how it 
was used. 

3. I could create an authentic piece of 
propaganda. 

on slogans used, ask the children what a slogan 
needs to contain. Give children time to write 
their own slogan on a whiteboard, they then 

swap with their learning partner and up-level it. 
 

Activity: Children to design their own 
propaganda poster for the Blitz 

 
Plenary: Look at evacuation posters in 

preparation for next week’s lesson. Gallery 
viewing. 

colouring 
pencils. 

 
https://www.y
outube.com/
watch?v=xd0
c8PwYen4  
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L.O. What was the significance of the Spitfire? 
 
 

Success Criteria 
1. I must understand what the Spitfire was used 

for. 
2. I should understand the historical importance 

of the Spitfire. 
3. I could follow a set of instructions. 

 
 

Input: Recap with the children what we have 
learnt so far. Show them a picture of a Spitfire. 

Ask them what the Spitfire is and what they 
already know. Show the children some facts 

about the plane. 
 

Activity: Children make models of the Spitfire 
plane. 

 
Plenary: Gallery viewing of the Spitfires. 

Topic book, 
Scissors, 

Glue, 
Colouring 

pens/pencils 
Spitfire 

model sheet 

D.T. – children make 
models of a Spitfire.  
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L.O. Why was the Battle of Britain a turning 
point in the war? 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must be able to retrieve the important 
information. 

2. I should be able to recall key facts about the 
Battle of Britain. 

3. I could say why the Battle of Britain was a 
turning point in the war, using evidence to 

support my reasoning. 

Input: Recap the key features of the Spitfires 
and ask the children when they were used. 

Allow the children to discuss the Battle of Britain 
and what they already know. Take feedback. 

Give the children the differentiated information 
sheets on the Battle of Britain. Allow them a few 

minutes to read the text and highlight the 
important information. Children then share the 

information with their learning partner and bullet 
point the key information together. 

 
Activity: Children produce an information page 

on the Battle of Britain. 
 

Plenary: Use the Powerpoint to quiz the children 
on the Battle of Britain. 

Topic books, 
Handwriting 

pens, 
Pencils 

PowerPoint 
for the 
plenary 
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