
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR B 

Teacher:  Class:  Year:   Term: Autumn 1   Week Commencing: Week 5 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon See separate 
plans 

See separate 
plans 

L.O To know how to 
use short phrases to 
make a list. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must know 
what a list is. 

 
2. I should know 

how use a bullet 
point. 
 

3. I could decide 
which words are 

the most 
ambitious and  

effective to describe. 
 

 
 

Read aloud the next double page spread 
(to “They hoped Egg Box Dragon hadn’t 
made a mistake.”)  
Do we agree with the guards that Egg 
Box Dragon “must be crazy”? Do we think 
that he’s right and the diamond has “flown 
out of the room.”? How might the other 
characters be responding to Egg Box 
Dragon’s solution?  
Allow children to make predictions 
about the solution to the mystery, perhaps 
drawing on the illustrations for guidance.  
Continue to read aloud the solution (up 
to “… the diamond in a magpie’s nest.”).  
 
Is this what we were expecting? If the 
children had spotted the magpie in two of 
Alex T. Smith’s earlier illustration, how do 
they feel about the solution being 
provided? How did it feel knowing the 
answer before all of the other characters? 
Is that how Egg Box Dragon feels?  
 
Look at the illustration of the magpie’s 
nest. What else can they see in the 
magpie’s nest? In fiction (films, comics, 
books and plays), the magpie is often 
depicted as an animal which is attracted 
to, and steals, shiny and precious items. 

BARE: Mixed ability 
groups. 
 
ARE: Mixed ability 
groups. 

AARE: Mixed ability 
groups. 
 
 

Share their 
writing with 
the class – 
what is 
similar in 
our writing? 
Is there 
anything 
that you 
really liked 
and want to 
add to your 
list?? 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

SILVER 



What else might be found in the nest if we 
could look more closely? What might a 
magpie who likes shiny, glittery items be 
attracted to? 
 
Ask children to work in groups to create a 
list of as many items as possible (some 
possible items might include chestnuts, 
tinsel, mirrors, rings, polished leather, foil, 
satin, pearls, sequins, tin cans, crystal, and 
of course anything made from polished 
metal – silver, copper, brass – or including 
precious stones and jewels .Children may 
interpret shiny or glittery items more 
widely and go beyond what could literally 
be found in the nest and include the stars, 
the sun, a lake at sunset, etc. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues See separate 
plans 

 
 
 

(See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O To use expanded 
noun phrases 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must know 
what an 
expanded 
noun phrase is 

2. I should know 
how to write 
one 
independently. 

3. I could decide 
which words 
are the most 

ambitious and  
effective to describe. 

 
 

Recap what we did yesterday, what did we 
make a list of?  
Explain to the chn that we are now going 
to make this list more detailed by turning 
the words into an expanded noun phrase.  
Can the chn remember what that is? Can 
they give you an example? What types of 
words do we use? 
 
Model taking one suggested item and 
creating an expanded noun phrase in 
which we learn more about the noun – 
taking it from the general to the specific. 
We might include adjectives that describe 
what it looks like, verbs to describe what 
the object is doing, prepositional phrases 
that describe where it is or where it’s 
from.  
Ask for children to help you repeat this 
for another suggested item.  
Hand out a sentence strip to each child 
and ask them to choose one item from the 
list that they can clearly visualise. Then, 
come up with a phrase describing it as a 
class.  
 
Tell the chn they are now going to try this 
on their own. Explain that they will use 
this to create a poem later on in the week. 
 

Independent work:  
 
BARE: In their books, 
chn are to create as 
many noun phrases 
as they can using 
their list from 
yesterday. Word 
mats and sentence 
structures provided. 
 
ARE: In their books, 
chn are to create as 
many noun phrases 
as they can using 
their list from 
yesterday.  
 
AARE: In their books, 
chn are to create as 
many noun phrases 
as they can using 
their list from 
yesterday. Can the 
children include 
more than one 
adjective separated 
by a comma? 

Chn to 
share their 
noun 
phrases 
with the 
class, are 
there any 
that we 
really liked? 
Why? 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 

 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning Objectives 
and Success Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed See 
separate 

plans 
 
 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To use express 
emotion using tone of 
voice  
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must know what 

actions to use. 
2. I should know how 

to use expression 
to add effect. 

3. I could extend my 
performance by 
adding different 
levels, actions and 
expression. 

Re-cap previous lesson. What is a noun? 
What is a noun phrase? What is an 
expanded noun phrase? 
 
Use the noun phrases that you created as 
a class yesterday and display them on the 
board. All together decide on the best 
sequence in which to order them to 
create the finished poem. Work together 
to create a suitable opening line, or a 
refrain that might be repeated. As 
tentative decisions are made as to the 
ordering of the phrases, keep reading the 
poem aloud and take responses from the 
children related to the flow of the 
language from line to line, the 
consistency of tone, the effectiveness of 
any repetition of language, phrases or 
objects. They might decide to divide the 
poem into separate verses, or even 
separate poems to allow each child’s 
work to be incorporated. Small edits 
might be made to each line to help the 
finished poem to be read aloud most 
effectively. 
“The Magpies nest is full of treasures, 
A sticky, shiny chocolate wrapper rustling 
in the breeze,” etc. 
Explain to the chn that they are going to 
perform the class poem in groups. What 
actions could we use for each line? Model 
a few and then send the chn off. 

BARE: Chn to work 
in groups to 
perform the whole 
class poem to their 
peers. What 
actions can they 
use? 
 
ARE: Chn to work in 
groups to perform 
the whole class 
poem to their 
peers. What 
actions can they 
use? 
 
AARE: Chn to work 
in groups to 
perform the whole 
class poem to their 
peers. What 
actions can they 
use? 
 
 
 

Chn to share their 
performances.  

 

Exceeding 
are: 

 
At are: 

 
Below are: 

 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Pho
nics 

Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs See 
separate 

plans 

(See 
Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To understand 
how to write a 
poem. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must know 
how to 
structure a 
poem. 

2. I should use 
expanded 
noun 
phrases to 
improve my 
writing. 

3. I could 
extend my 
writing by 
using 
superlatives 
and 
comparative 
adjectives. 
 

Re-cap previous lesson.  
What is a noun? What is a noun phrase? What is an 
expanded noun phrase? 
 
Re-read the poem that we made as a whole class 
yesterday. Can the chn remember any of the actions 
they used? 
 
Model using the noun phrases from a child’s book to 
turn it into a complete poem. 
 
Explain to the chn that they are now going to 
become independent poets who will need to write 
their own poems in their books.  
  

 
 

 

BARE: Chn work 
in a group to use 
their noun 
phrases and the 
poem from 
yesterday to 
create their own 
poems in their 
books. Adult 
support provided. 
 
ARE: Chn to use 
their noun 
phrases and the 
poem from 
yesterday to 
create their own 
poems in their 
books. 
 
AARE: Chn to use 
their noun 
phrases and the 
poem from 
yesterday to 
create their own 
poems in their 
books. 
 

Chn to read 
their 
poems to 
their 
partner and 
give peer 
to peer 
feedback. 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 

 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri See separate 
plans 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To use elements 
of personal 
narrative. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must be 
able to write 
a personal 
narrative. 

2. I must choose 
an 
appropriate 
format. 

3. I should be 
able to use 
ambitious 
language to 
describe. 

4. I could use 
expanded 
noun phrases 
in my writing.  

 

Read up to “She gave him a special medal 
of his own.” Share the illustration of Egg 
Box Dragon with his medal. How do you 
think he might feel about receiving the 
medal? How do you know? Refer to both 
facial expression and body language. 
Children might benefit from physicalizing 
the emotion by standing in the same 
position. They might describe him as 
proud, happy, pleased, satisfied, etc.  
 
Support children in exploring some of the 
differences between the suggested 
emotions by allowing them to relate these 
to moments or experiences from their 
own lives. Can they think of a time when 
they have felt proud of themselves? When 
they have felt really satisfied by something 
that they have achieved?  
 
Work with the whole class to create a 
mind map around the emotion that they 
most associate with Egg Box Dragon’s 
depiction, e.g. ‘proud’. They might suggest 
places or activities that they associate 
with feeling proud, or in which they recall 
having previously felt proud of themselves 
or of others. Add any words or phrases 
that they associate with the emotion.  
 
Invite the children to continue to focus on 
their own memories of feeling proud. This 
could be winning a prize, finishing a model 

BARE: Children to 
draw a picture 
and write a few 
sentences to 
describe their 
personal 
narrative. Adult 
support and 
sound mats 
provided. 
 
ARE: Children to 
draw a picture 
and write a 
detailed 
description to 
describe their 
personal 
narrative.  
 
AARE: Children to 
draw a picture 
and write a 
detailed 
description to 
describe their 
personal 
narrative. 
Encourage the 
children to 
expand their 
sentences using 
‘because.’ 

Allow children to 
gain a response 
to their writing 
by reading aloud 
to a friend or an 
enabling adult, 
before giving 
authentic 
opportunities for 
publication, such 
as handmade 
books for 
personal 
narratives, using 
word processors 
to write up 
poems, exploring 
and 
experimenting 
with line and 
verse breaks, 
record cards to 
write up non-
fiction 
descriptions to 
display next to 
photographs.  
 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 



or painting, learning to ride a bike, 
completing a difficult puzzle, or fulfilling a 
personal goal. They might have been 
alone, with a friend or family member, or 
part of a larger team.  
 
Encourage the children to draw their own 
snapshot of their memory. At the same 
time, share a memory or association of 
your own, drawing this alongside the 
children.  
 
Then think about how to best 
communicate your memory or association 
in writing, you could just free write a 
personal narrative, you might write a free 
verse poem to communicate the moment 
or describe the emotions, or you might 
write a non-fiction description about the 
hobby, team or event that you were 
participating in. Share with the children 
different ways of presenting their writing, 
thinking about the language and style 
needed for the purpose, audience and 
form they have chosen. Share text 
examples that allow them to hear these 
styles of writing in action before allowing 
them time and space to embark on their 
own writing. 

 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 

 

 

 


