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L.O. To explore different box designs 
and develop the context for the 

treasure box. 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must work within a range of 
relevant contexts, for example, 
imaginary, story-based, home, 

school and the wider 
environments. 

2. I should be able to relate the way 
things work to their 
intended purpose. 

3. I could talk about how the working 
characteristics of 
materials relate to 
the ways materials 

are used. 
 

Input: Tell the class that they are going to discuss treasures 
and to begin with you are going to describe a piece of 
treasure that belongs to you: one of your special 
possessions – an old coin that you found as a child, an 
unusual button you bought at a jumble sale. Explain why it is 
so precious, perhaps because it reminds you of an enjoyable 
time or a special friendship. It is important that the item you 
talk about is small and inexpensive. Now ask the children to 
think about small possessions they have that are precious in 
this way. 
 
Task: Divide the class into groups of four and tell the class 
that each group should discuss what each of them might 
have that is a treasure and to write a short list of possibilities. 
At the end of 5 minutes ask each group to report back to the 
whole class. Build up a table on the board using the following 
headings: 
The treasure, Why is it precious? 
 
When each group has reported back, ask the class what can 
be done to keep these treasures safe and to prevent them 
from getting lost. If necessary, introduce the idea of a special 
container in which to keep them.  
 
Input: Explain to the class that making a container from lots 
of separate pieces is a very tricky business, which is why you 
are going to show them how to make a container from a 
single sheet of card. Show the class how to cut out and 
assemble a given net to produce a cubic box. Demonstrate 
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careful cutting, scoring, folding, sparing use of PVA glue (or 
glue stick), alignment and holding while the adhesive “takes”.  
 
Task: Give the class card templates and ask them to use 
these to draw their own nets, which they cut out and 
assemble. 
 
Explain that each child should make just one box as carefully 
as possible. You may wish to ask abler children to develop 
the nets from scratch. You may wish to give less able 
children ready cut out nets.  
 
Plenary: They should evaluate their boxes by answering 
these questions. 
Is the box well made?  
Will the box open and close easily? 
Can the box stand repeated use?  
Will the box be large enough to hold the treasure?  
Will the box be stiff enough to hold the treasure? 
 
Take pictures and ask the chn to write down the answers to 
their questions in their books.  
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L.O. To explore how lids work. 
 

Success Criteria: 
 

1. I could use my knowledge of 
existing products and my own 
experiences to generate ideas. 

2. I should evaluate a range of lids 
and say which one I will use.  

3. I could design products that have a 
purpose and are aimed at an 

intended user. 

Input: Show the class the three different sorts of lids that you 
they are going to explore: 
lids that slide  
lids with integral hinges  
lids with added hinges 
 
Explain that they should look at each of these in detail so 
that they can choose which will be the best one for the 
treasure box that they will design and make. 
 
Task: Divide the class into groups of four and tell the class 
that each group should examine the lids and discuss these 
five questions.  
How does each lid work?  
How could each lid be made?  
How easy is each lid to make?  
How easy is each lid to use?  
How well would each lid last? 
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Towards the end of the session ask each group to report 
back to the whole class. Build up a table like this on the 
board to help the class discuss the pros and cons of each 
type of lid. EG.  
 

 
 
Plenary: Once the chn have had this discussion ask them to 
decide which lid they would like to use for their box.  
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L.O. To explore decoration. 
 

Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must use my knowledge of 
existing products and my own 
experiences to generate ideas. 

2. I should explore a range of 
materials, textiles and components 
according to their characteristics. 

3. I could use what I have found out 
to decide how best to decorate my 

treasure box.  
  

Input: Tell the class that during this session they will find out 
about the following ways of decorating their containers: 
illustrating, painting and peel-off/stick-on labels. 
 
Task: Organise three “exploration” stations in the room and 
divide the class into groups of eight. Explain that the group 
will visit each of the stations to explore that particular method 
of surface decoration and that each group will then 
reconvene with the examples from the exploration and be 
able to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each 
method.  
 
Then each member of the group will be able to make a 
decision as to which decoration technique to use.  
 
Put the explorations on display to act as a class reference 
collection for making design decisions about the decoration 
to use for their treasure boxes 
 
Plenary: Once the chn have finished this session they will be 
able to decide how they are going to decorate their treasure 
box as well as what lid structure they are going to use. 
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L.O. To design a product. 
 

Success Criteria: 

Input: Through class discussion confirm each child’s choice 
of treasure and ensure that he/she has thought about the 
following:  
the size of the treasure;  
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1. I must use my knowledge of 
existing products and my own 
experiences to generate ideas. 

2. I should explain how my product 
will look and work through talking 

and annotated drawings. 
3. I could select from a range of 
materials, textiles and components 
according to their characteristics. 

the size of the container for the treasure; 
how the container is opened and closed; 
how the container’s appearance reflects the nature of the 
treasure.  
Each child’s treasure chest should meet the following 
general specification.  
My treasure chest will …  
keep my treasure safe; 
be easy to open and close;  
be carefully constructed;  
last well; t look attractive; 
reflect the nature of the contents. 
 
Task: Each child will design four different treasure boxes on 
one page. Model designing one on the board and annotating 
it with different materials/all the things you are going to need 
in order to make the box.  
 
The children can either try to design their own net or use 
existing nets to design their box. You will need to remind the 
class about the importance of doing things in the correct 
order.  
 
The children will need to think about which lid they are going 
to use on their boxes also. 
 
Plenary: Once the chn have made four different designs, 
they can choose their favourite which they will then begin 
making next week. 
 

Egg Box 
Dragon story 
book. 
Designs from 
previous 
lesson. 
Glue 
Scissors 
Cardboard 
Egg box for 
testing  
Cellotape 
Egg boxes 
Paint 
Paint brushes 
 
Camera - 
photos 

5 
 

L.O. To follow a design to create a 
product. 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
1. I must begin to select from a range 

of hand tools and equipment. 
2. I should select from a range of 

materials, textiles and components 
according to their characteristics. 

Input: Tell the chn they are going to start making their 
treasure boxes this week. They will need to follow their 
design carefully in order to create their box. 
Model using a design to start creating the box – are you 
going to be drawing your own net, how big does it need to 
be? Model sketching it out first. If you are using a net that 
already exists – how are you going to make sure it is the 
right size? The right material?  
 
Explain to the chn they will need to complete the decoration 
of the box before they start putting the box together. 
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3. I could cut, shape, and score 
materials with some accuracy. 

 

 
Task: Let the chn start to create their boxes. 
 
Plenary: How are the children getting on? What is going 
well? What di they need help with?  
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6 L.O. To follow a design and make a 
product. 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
 

1. I must be able to cut, shape, and 
score materials with some 

accuracy. 
2. I should be able to assemble, join 

and combine materials. 
3. I could demonstrate how to cut, 

shape and join fabric to make a 
simple product. 

Input: Tell the chn they are going to finish making their 
Treasure Boxes today. Where did they get up to last week? 
What do they need to do next? What techniques are they 
going to use to begin to put their boxes together.  
 
Task: Give the chn time to start putting their boxes together, 
go around and offer help to the children that need it. Ask the 
chn to explain what they are doing to you – making notes. Do 
they need to let anything dry before they carry on? What 
techniques are they using? 
 
Once the chn have finished, ask them to think about what 
order they put their boxes together – making notes about the 
order of construction.  
 
If they chn have finished that they can go around and help 
the other chn who might not have finished yet.  
 
Plenary: At the end of the session – ask the chn what they 
enjoyed and what they didn’t enjoy about making their 
Treasure Boxes Was there anything they found really tricky? 
Why?  
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Music- Perform the 
Pirate Song. 

 L.O. To evaluate a product. 
 

Success Criteria: 
 
 

1. I must explain positives and things 
to improve on products. 

2. I should evaluate my product and 
ideas against my design criteria. 

Input: Now that we have finished our Treasure boxes 
explain to the chn that we need to review and evaluate our 
products. 
 
What do you mean by the word evaluate? Chn to discuss in 
pairs and come up with a whole class definition of the word 
evaluate – chn to copy this into their topic books to check 
against at the end of the lesson – this should be a recap 
from previous D&T sessions. 
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3. I could start to understand that the 
iterative process sometimes 

involves repeating different stages 
of the process. 

Model bringing up your design and your product, model 
comparing the design to the product – does it look the same? 
Yes, no? why? Why not? 
 
Put the class’s treasure boxes on display with each holding 
its own “treasure”. Use the following questions to stimulate 
discussion. 
Are there any that look particularly attractive? Can we 
explain why?  
Are there any that stand out from the others? Can we explain 
why?  
Are there any that look particularly well made? Can we 
explain why?  
Are there any that look as if they will last well? Can we 
explain why? 
 
Task: Now each child should consider whether the container 
meets the specification by considering the following 
questions.  
Does it keep my treasure safe? 
Is it easy to open and close?  
Is it carefully constructed?  
Will it last well?  
Does it look attractive?  
Does the decoration reflect the nature of the contents? 
Would you change anything if you were going to make this 
treasure box again? 
 
Each child should write a sentence in response to each of 
the questions above.  
 
Plenary: Review the unit of work – did they enjoy being 
creators? 

 

   

 

 



 

 


