
School name:    FOUNDATION PLANNING YEAR B 

Theme: From Romans    Year: 3 & 4     Term: Summer 2 

 

ART 
 

D&T 
* 

Geography History ICT MFL MUSIC PE & SPORT PSHE/SMSC RE SCIENCE 

 

Lesson Learning Objective and Success 
Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the Arts 

 NB: This unit is only 5 weeks long so that we can fit in a trip or a Roman day. We also need a week so that we can have a Roman 
Banquet. 
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L.O. To generate, develop and 
communicate their ideas 
through discussion and 

annotated sketches. 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
I must have a design that fits 

the brief. 
I should use the materials that 

are available to me. 
I could annotate my drawing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Input: Remind chn about the growth of the Roman 
Empire and the battles they fought and won to take 

over so much land. The Roman army is still 
considered one of the most successful fighting 
forces in history. Discuss some of the famous 

tactics and organisation such as the order of rank; 
the legions, centuries, cohorts. Stress that each 

legion (approx 6000 men) contained 100 horseback 
messengers, doctors, cooks, builders, engineers, 

catapult makers, etc. 
 

Task: Talk about what the soldiers wore and 
carried, and what kind of armour they had. Say that 
they were also very advanced in their weapons. It 
was before the time guns were invented but the 

Romans used huge stone throwing catapults. Show 
chn a range of pictures. Discuss how the catapults 
work: they use the scientific idea that when a force 
(push or a pull) is used an opposing force (push or 

a pull) is felt, e.g. springs, rubber bands, etc. 
Explain that this idea may seem simple but it is not 

easy to make it work. 
Tell the children that the Emperor of the Roman 

Army is looking for someone to make his catapults 
sand that this is their chance to prove their skills.  

Roman Artillery 
(primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk) 

Roman battle music 
could be played at 

the start of the 
lesson. 

 
Could have a video 

of the Roman 
Emperor setting the 

task (Drama)  
 

 

SILVER 

http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/artillery.html
http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/artillery.html


Show children a range of materials and explain 
that, over the next few weeks they will be using 

these materials to make their own working catapult.  
Children look at materials and discuss how they 

could be used to make a working catapult. Teacher 
to model what it could look like. Children then 

sketch out a possible design that could be made. 
 

Plenary: Discuss how we can make our catapults 
as strong as possible (cardboard triangles on the 
corners).  
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L.O. To select from and use a 
wider range of tools and 

equipment to cut my catapult 
materials accurately 

 
Success Criteria: 

 
I must follow the safety rules. 
I should use a range of tools 

carefully and accurately. 
I could use materials that will make 

my catapult stronger. 
 
 

 

Input: Remind children of their work from the 
previous week. Tell the children that in 

today’s lesson they will be preparing all the 
materials ready to make their catapult. 

Discuss the need for accuracy when measuring and 
also talk about the safety rules when using tools in 

the classroom. Teacher to demonstrate how to 
measure and saw etc. 

 
Task: Children measure and cut their pieces of 

jelutong, ensuring that they also name each piece. 
They will be working in pairs to make each catapult.  

They will also need to cut their card triangles that 
they will use for strengthening the joins.  

 
Plenary: Discuss how the children found preparing 

their materials. What did they find easy or hard?  
What problems do can they predict for when they 
start to put their catapults together next week? 

School DT Projects: Model 
Roman Catapult : 10 Steps 
- Instructables 

 
 

2 rubber bands, 1 plastic 
bottle cap (milk bottles work 
well), 1cm square dowel, 
5mm wooden dowel, a 
drinking straw (wide 
enough so the dowel 
rotates freely inside it), 1 
sheet of card, 1 sheet 
kitchen towel/piece of thin 
craft foam, 3 drawing pins, 
Junior hacksaw, Hot glue 
gun, Ruler, Pencil, Scissors 
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L.O. To apply my understanding 
of how to strengthen, stiffen and 

reinforce more complex 
structures. 

 
Success Criteria: 

I must follow the rules for using hot 
glue. 

I could join my structure together 
securely.  

Input: Tell children that in today’s lesson they will 
be starting to put their frames together. Go over the 
safety rules for using hot glue and discuss the pros 

and cons for using PVA glue or hot glue.  
 

Activity:  Demonstrate in steps, how to put each 
part together. Remember that PVA glue will need to 

be held for a long time but is stronger in the long 
term.  

Children put their models together according to the 
design.  

Prepared materials 
PVA glue 

Hot glue guns 

 

https://www.instructables.com/How-to-make-a-model-Roman-catapult/
https://www.instructables.com/How-to-make-a-model-Roman-catapult/
https://www.instructables.com/How-to-make-a-model-Roman-catapult/


I should use card to ensure my 
structure is strong.  

 
 

1.  

 
 

Plenary:  Discuss how the children today’s activity. 
What did they find easy or hard? 
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L.O. To  understand and use 
mechanical systems in my 

catapult. 
 

 
Success Criteria:  

I must work with my partner to 
add the launching arm. 

I should measure accurately 
and follow the instructions. 

I could look at whether it works 
and make changes if 

necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Input: Assess how well the frames of the catapults 
have stuck together. Are they strong or do they 

need more reinforcement now they are dry?  
Look at the next part of the catapult and 

demonstrate how it goes together. Recap the first 
lesson where we discussed force. 

 
Activity: Children work on the next part of their 

designs which is the launching arm.  
 

Plenary:  Discuss how the children today’s activity. 
What did they find easy or hard? 

  

5 
 

L.O.  To evaluate the 
effectiveness of my catapult.  

 
 

Success Criteria: 
I must say what went well with my 

design. 
I should say what could have been 

better in my design. 
I could say how I would improve 

my design if I were to make it 
again.  

 

Input:  Look at the finished products and whether 
they are working or not? What would the Roman 

Emperor say? 
 

Task: Have a catapult competition to see whose 
catapult can launch a variety of objects the furthest. 
Children then evaluate their catapults against the 

original design brief.   
 

Plenary:  Whose catapult worked well? Why was 
that? What have we learnt from completing this 
project?  

Space set up for launching 
small objects. 

Measuring tape 
Somewhere to record 

results 
Evaluations sheet 

Teacher could act 
as if they are the 
Roman Emperor 

(drama) 
 

Roman Battle 
music could also be 
played.  



 

   

 

 

 

 


	Input: Remind children of their work from the previous week. Tell the children that in today’s lesson they will be preparing all the materials ready to make their catapult.

