
          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Spanish is a Romance language of the Indo-European language family 

that evolved from colloquial spoken Latin in the Iberian Peninsula of 

Europe. Today, it is a global language with nearly 500 million native 

speakers, mainly in the Americas and Spain. Spanish is the official 

language of 20 countries. It is the world's second-most spoken native 

language after Mandarin Chinese; the world's fourth-most spoken 

language overall after English, Mandarin Chinese, and Hindustani (Hindi-

Urdu); and the world's most widely spoken Romance language. The 

largest population of native speakers is in Mexico. 

As a Romance language, Spanish is a descendant of Latin and has one of 

the smaller degrees of difference from it (about 20%) alongside 

Sardinian and Italian. Around 75% of modern Spanish vocabulary is 

derived from Latin, including Latin borrowings from Ancient Greek. 

Alongside English and French, it is also one of the most taught foreign 

languages throughout the world 



Welcome Bienvenidos (m) 

Bienvenidas (f) 

Hello Hola  

Goodbye Adiós 

Yes Sí 

No No 

Thank you Gracias 

Please Por favor 

Sorry perdón 

Good Morning Buenos días 

Good afternoon Buenas tardes 

Come here Ven aca 

Well done Muy bien 

Try and guess how to pronounce these words. 

  



  
 

One - Uno    

Two  -  Dos   

Three - Tres  

Four - Cuatro     

Five -  Cinco   

Six    -  Seis   

Seven -Siete    

Eight-  Ocho   

Nine -  Nueve    

Ten -   Diez   

 

Practice counting to 10. Can you count backwards from 10 to 1 

 

  

 

 

 



    … 

¿Cómo te llamas?        Mi nombre es.... 
 

 

¿Cuántos años tienes?  Tengo cinco años. 

  

  

¿Cómo estás?                   Muy bien. 

 

¿Qué es esto?      Esto es un lápiz. 

  

¿Entiendes?         No entiendo. 

  

Can you try to find how you might reply to these questions 

with different answers? 

 

 
 

 

 



The Spanish alphabet 

contains 27 letters. 

However, as in many 

other languages, they 

combine to create a 

greater number of 

sounds. The Spanish 

language has about 30 

different phonemes 

that increase or 

decrease according to 

the dialectal variety. 
Like most European languages, the Spanish alphabet uses a variant of the Latin 

alphabet. It contains the same 26 letters that are present in many other Indo-

European languages, such as English or Italian, and adds one more: the characteristic 

letter ñ.In addition to the 27 letters present in the Spanish alphabet, there are five 

graphics, or combinations of letters, that serve other sounds. These are "ch", "ll", "rr", 

"gu", and "qu". 

 

Spelling rules have changed a lot throughout history. The Spanish alphabet we use 

today is the result of a reform that took place in 2010. The new Ortografía de la 

lengua española (Spelling System of the Spanish Language) presented by the RAE 

(Real Academia de la Lengua Española) in that year established that the letters of the 

alphabet were only 27. The digraphs, although still used in the writing of the words, 

stopped being part of the Spanish alphabet in said reform. For a language to be 

completely regular in terms of its spelling, each letter must be pronounced in only one 

way and each sound must correspond to a single letter of the alphabet. Although, 

compared to other European languages, the spelling of Spanish is quite consistent, it 

is impossible to say that it is completely regular. 

 

Sometimes, the same sound can be written in different letters according to the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Romance languages belong to Indo-European languages. Spanish 

is a Romance language together with Catalan, French, Italian, 

Portuguese and Romanian. All these languages are descendants 

of the so-called Vulgar or spoken, Latin. Latin was developed in 

the Western Roman Empire. After the Roman Empire crashed, 

during decades Latin language succeeded to survive somehow. 

However, over time every part of today’s ‘Romance’ country 

developed dialects of Latin, and then written languages.  

Perhaps many of you knew that Spanish is a Romance language 

but knowing its roots can be useful for many reasons. Next 

time when someone asks you how come that you plan to learn 

not only Spanish, but French and Portuguese as well, just tell 

them this quick story. They didn’t always speak French in 

France. Before French they spoke Latin. 

Spanish is in fourth place as a language spoken in several 

countries, right after English, French, and Arabic. With more 

than 450 million speakers of Spanish, this language is the 

second most spoken language in the world. Here is one more 

interesting fact: In the United States, more than 43 million 

people speak Spanish as their first language, which is 13 

percent of the population. 

 



Spanish uses inverted exclamation and question marks. This is 

unlike most other languages where a simple exclamation or 

question mark is used at the end of an exclamation or question. 

Spanish uses inverted exclamation and question marks to 

highlight the exclamation or question part of a sentence. For 

example: Jose, ¿adónde vas? – Jose, where are you going? 

Like most languages, Spanish has its own very unique words 

which can’t be translated in other languages. Examples include: 

• Vergüenza Ajena: feeling embarrassed for someone even 

if he/she doesn’t feel embarrassed him/herself; 

• Empalagar: have you ever disliked something because it 

was too sweet? This word perfectly describe this 

situation; 

• Sobremesa: in Spain and Latin American countries, it is 

common to stay at the table after a meal and share 

conversation and anecdotes with family and friends over a 

cup of coffee or some wine. 

Spanish (Español) is also known as Castilian (Castellano). 

Spanish owes this to its origins as the language of Castile, a 

region in central Spain. 

Did you know that it is believed that USA will become the 

largest Spanish speaking country by the year 2050 with 132.8 

million speakers. 

Spanish is considered the most romantic language on earth. 

Before the 18th century, the only democratic language in the 

world was Spanish. 


