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1 
 

L.O. To learn Three 
Note Bossa 

 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must 

understand the 
definition of 
Bossa Nova 

2. I should 
understand 
and find the 
pulse in Three 
Note Bossa 

3. I could play 
the tune on 
ukulele to 
Three Note 
Bossa 

Before this lesson, check ukuleles are in tune. If your school does 
not have ukulele, use glockenspiels instead as the instrument of 

choice throughout first half of the unit. 
 

Starter: What do you know about jazz? Discuss in partners. Mindmap on 
flipchart paper. Keep it until the end of the unit to help assess the 

children progress. 
 

Input: Using the Smart, explain to children that we will be learning about 
Bossa Nova style jazz. ‘Bossa Nova was a soft samba based on 

traditional Brazilian music and rhythms, American jazz, and a new style 
of Portuguese lyrics.’ 

 
Charanga Classroom Jazz 1 - Step One: Listen and Appraise – The 

Three Note Bossa by Ian Gray 
Firstly, discuss what the pulse is. Then listen to the music and children 
must find the pulse by clapping along. During the music, ask children 
whether they like or dislike the music and why. Challenge: to explain 

using music terminology. 
 

Activity: Hand out the ukuleles. Teach children how to hold the ukuleles 
correctly, identifying left-handed children and tuning the ukulele 

accordingly. Then teach them how to play G, A and B. 
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Learn the Piece – Three Note Bossa: Tune/head. 

Demonstrate how to play this section. Allow children to practise changing 
from note to note and then perform as a class along with the backing 
track. Discuss what tempo means. Ensure children understand they 

must keep the tempo in time with the backing track. 
 

Plenary: Firstly perform as a whole class. Record the performance to 
allow for assessment at the end of the unit.  

Then ask children to come to the front to perform solos. Praise children’s 
confidence and bravery for performing solo after one lesson of ukulele. 

 
2 L.O. To learn about 

improvisation 
 

Success Critera 
1. I must 

understand 
what 
improvisation 
is 

2. I should know 
musical 
elements 
needed to 
compose a 
successful 
improvisation 
melody to 
Three Note 
Bossa. 

3. I could perform 
an improvised 
group piece to 
Three Note 
Bossa. 

 
 
 
 

Starter: Listen and appraise Desafinado by Stan Getz and find the 
pulse. Answer the on screen questions as a class.  

 
Activity: Hand out ukuleles and rehearse the tune/head from last week. 

 
Input: Talk about improvisation. What is improvisation? How do we 

complete improvisation? Show children how to improvise to Three Note 
Bossa. Explain how they must use the correct notes. Tempo and 

structure are also important when improvising. 
 

Activity: Learn the piece – The Three Note Bossa: Improvisation 
In groups of 4, each child will have the opportunity to improvise for 16 
beats. Allow for rehearsal time, playing the backing track for children 
from Charanga and visit all groups to lend help. Explain that it will be 

noisy in the classroom so play as quietly as you can (could discuss the 
word dynamics.) 

 
Plenary: If groups feel confident enough, allow them to come to the front 

to perform. (Main performances will be next week) 
 

Charanga Music 
(Classroom Jazz 
1) – Step Two 
 
24 Ukuleles 
 
 

Desafinado by 
Stan Getz 
Improvising to 
Three Note 
Bossa 
Playing ukulele 
 



3 
 

L.O. To perform 
Three Note Bossa 

 
Success Criteria 
1. I must use the 

correct 
notation when 
performing 
Three Note 
Bossa 

2. I should follow 
the correct 
structure when 
performing 
Three Note 
Bossa 

3. I could keep 
the tempo 
when 
performing 
Three Note 
Bossa 

Starter: Hand out the questions to children to look at while we listen to 
Cotton Tail by Ben Webster and Three Note Bossa. Discuss what the 

children need to be listening out for to compare the two songs and then 
allow children to enjoy the music. Go through the answers with them 

afterwards. 
 

Input: Hand out ukuleles. Rehearse the tune/head and recap what 
improvisation is from last lesson.  

 
Perform the Piece: The Three Note Bossa by Ian Gray – Whole Song 

with Note Names 
Discuss what structure is. Talk to children what the structure/form of the 
piece is. For Three Note Bossa it is: Introduction, tune, improvisation, 

tune (The coloured timeline at the bottom of the screen shows the 
structure changes). Demonstrate to the class the structure by playing 

along with the backing track.  
 

Activity: In their small groups of four, allow children to rehearse the 
song. Put the backing track on loud and ask children to play quietly to 

allow them to listen and play in their groups.  
 

Plenary: Give time at the end to allow all groups to perform their pieces. 
Children must be listening throughout and we will evaluate each 
performance giving one compliment and a constructive criticism. 
Children should focus on the success criteria to help evaluate the 
children. Record these performance for assessment purposes. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Question sheets 
 
Music books 
 
Charanga music 
(Classroom Jazz 
1) – Step Three 
 
24 Ukuleles 
 
Lesson 3 Smart 
boards 

Cotton Tail 
performed by 
Ben Webster. 
Composed by 
Duke Ellington 
Listen and 
perform to Three 
Note Bossa 
Playing and 
performing on the 
ukulele 
 



4 L.O. To begin to 
understand swing 

jazz 
 

Success Criteria 
1. I must listen 

and appraise a 
piece of swing 
jazz 

2. I should 
understand 
what swing 
rhythm is  

3. I could 
rehearse 
swing rhythms 
on the 
glockenspiel. 

Starter: Listen and Appraise - 5 Note Swing 
Firstly, discuss what the pulse is. Then listen to the music and children 
must find the pulse by clapping along. During the music, ask children 
whether they like or dislike the music and why. Challenge: to explain 

using musical terminology. 
 

Input: Learn to piece: 5 Note Swing – Tune/head 
Today, children will be learning the tune/head of this song using 

glockenspiels. Hand out the glockenspiels and identify the 5 notes they 
will be using (two children should be able to play at the same time at 

different octaves). Show children how to play the glockenspiel correctly 
to create a good timbre (sound).  

Teach children the part focusing on rhythm. Ask children what is rhythm? 
(a strong, regular repeated pattern of sound). This rhythm is a swing 
rhythm. Demonstrate the difference between a straight rhythm and a 

swing rhythm. 
 

Activity: Practice the tune/head with the backing track as a class. 
Record to assess children at the end of the unit. 

 
Plenary: Allow some children to come to front to perform. Praise 

children for their confidence and bravery after only learning this piece for 
one lesson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Glockespiels and 
beaters 
 
Charanga music 
(Classroom Jazz 
1) – Step Four 
 

5 Note Swing by 
Ian Gray 
Rehearsing on 
the glcokespiels 
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L.O. To perform Five 
Note Swing 

 
Success Criteria 
1. I must 

rehearse the 
middle eight 
section 

2. I should 
improvise to 
Five Note 
Swing 

3. I could perform 
Five Note 
Swing as a 
class  

Starter: Listen and Appraise - Things ain’t what they used to be by Ben 
Webster.  

Firstly, discuss what the pulse is. Then listen to the music and children 
must find the pulse by clapping along. During the music, ask children 
whether they like or dislike the music and why. Challenge: to explain 

using musical terminology. 
 

Input: Recap last lesson by asking: 
What song did we start learning last week? 
What instruments were we rehearsing on? 

Does anyone remember the melody? 
What is swing rhythms? 

Rehearse playing the tune/head from last week.  
 

Learn the piece: 5 Note Swing: Middle Eight 
Teach children the middle eight using Charanga. 

 
Learn the piece: 5 Note Swing - Improvisation 

Recap improvisation. What is improvisation? What notes do you think we 
should use? (D, E, G, A, B). What sort of rhythms do we need to try and 

include? (swing rhythms) 
 

Activity: Perform the Piece – 5 Notes Swing: Whole Song with notes 
Allow the music to play and let children have a go at improvising over the 

top as a whole class. Then explain that I will be choosing people to 
improvise solo to the music. (If children do not want to participate, they 
must close their glockenspiels so that I know they would rather not do a 
solo).  Each child will have 16 beats to improvise before the next person. 

Explain the structure of the piece (intro, tune, tune, middle 8, tune, 
improv, tune, tune, middle 8, tune) before the performance. Listen 

through once and then as a class, try to perform the piece all the way 
through. For the final performance, record the children to assess 

their progress in the unit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charanga music 
(Classroom Jazz 
1) – Step Six 
 
Glockenspiels 
and beaters 
 

Things ain’t what 
they used to be 
by ben Webster 
Five Note Swing 



7/8 
(Extra 

Lesson) 

L.O. To write a 
Christmas Number 

One 
 

Success Criteria 
1. I must 

identify 
some 
Christmas 
Number 
Ones 

2. I should 
understand 
how 
people 
write 
songs 

3. I could 
start to 
write a 
Christmas 
song. 

Starter: Explain to children they are going to be making a Christmas 
Number One hit! 

 
Input: Explain what a Christmas Number One is and let talk partners 

discuss if they know any Xmas No 1’s. Share ideas and listen to some of 
the traditional Christmas songs and some surprising ones too. 

 
Activity: Children can pick their groups of up to four. (They may work by 
themselves if they wish.) Allow children to discuss and scribe what they 
think their song will be about. They may also think of a title. Share ideas 

if some children are finding it tricky. 
 

Input: Explain how when writing a song, people complete this in different 
ways. Some start with lyrics and others start with the melody. Discuss 

what lyrics and melody are. When writing a song, you have to think 
about the structure of the song? What does structure mean in music? 
What is a chorus? What is a verse? Discuss that our Christmas songs 

should have 1 chorus and at least 2 verses. 
 

Look at some words on the PowerPoint and write any words on your A3 
paper to give you ideas for your lyrics. 

 
Activity: Children begin writing their lyrics on lined paper. Leave 

PowerPoint on rhyming words on the board to help them. If they would 
like to include instrumentation like jingle bells etc., discuss individually 

with each class as they work. 
 

Plenary: Children share their songs with the class. 
 

Christmas 
Number One 
PowerPoint 
 
Spotify – 
Christmas songs 
 
A3 sugar paper 
per group 
 
Lined paper per 
group 
 
Lesson 7 
PowerPoint 

Listen to: 
 
Do they know it’s 
Christmas Time? 
by Band Aid 
Merry Christmas 
Everyone by 
Shakin’ Stevens 
Rockabye by 
Clean Bandit 
We built this city 
on sausage rolls 
by Ladbaby 
 
 
 

 


