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Lesson Learning Objective 
and Success 

Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the 
Arts 

1 
 

L.O. To listen and 
appraise WWII 

songs 
 

Success Criteria: 
1. I must 

understand 
the lyrics of 
each song 

2. I should 
listen to the 
instruments 
in each song 

3. I could 
explain why I 
like or dislike 
the song 
using 
musical 
terminology. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter: Looking at the pictures, what genre of music do you think we will be 
learning about? Ask the children ‘What do you think the music will sound 

like?’ Can they use musical terminology to describe the type of music we will 
be listening to? 

 
Input: Explain to the children we will be listening to 4 WWII songs. (These 
can be found on YouTube or Spotify). They must answer their listen and 

appraise sheets as they are listening to the songs. The questions include: 
1. What do you think the song is about? (Listen to the lyrics) 

2. What instruments can you hear?  
3. Do you like this piece of music? Why or why not? 

4. Any other comments… 
 

 Discuss each question and prompt them with potential answers beforehand. 
 

Task: Children listen to each song and answer the questions on the sheet. 
 

Plenary: Which song was your favourite? Why? Do you like this genre of 
music? Why? Can the children use musical terminology to help explain their 

answers. 

Lesson 1 Smarts 
 

Listen and Appraise 
sheets 

 
Spotify – Wartime 

playlist 

WWII songs 
 
Everything 
Stops for Tea 
by Jack 
Buchanan 
 
Wish Me 
Luck as you 
wave me 
Goodbye by 
Vera Lynn 
 
London Pride 
by Noel 
Coward 
 
When the 
Lights Go On 
Again by 
Vaughn 
Monroe 

BRONZE 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3DM3b06ssfsM69H3S9QHfG?si=ddd62b8dc4ae486c
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3DM3b06ssfsM69H3S9QHfG?si=ddd62b8dc4ae486c


2 L.O. To learn about 
Vera Lynn 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must learn 
about Vera 
Lynn’s role 
during WWII. 

2. I should 
learn about 
other key 
facts about 
Vera Lynn’s 
life. 

3. I could 
understand 
the 
importance 
of Vera Lynn 
during the 
war. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter: Explain that we will be learning about a famous singer during World 
War II: Vera Lynn. Play her most famous song, We’ll Meet Again. Ask 

children to listen to the lyrics and think about their meaning. What do the 
children think the song is about? 

 
Input: Go through Vera Lynn PowerPoint discussing the key points of Vera 

Lynn’s life and her importance during the war. 
 
Task: Answer the fact file activity sheet. Allow children to have a copy of the 

PowerPoint to refer back to and help them answer the questions.  
1. Date of birth and death 

2. When did she start signing? 
3. What was she most famous for? 

4. Name three things she did after the war? 
5. List some of her most famous songs. 

6. Picture of her 
7. Other key facts about her life. 

8.  
Play Vera Lynn music in the background so children can listen to her music 

while learning about her life. 
 

Plenary: Discuss with the children: Why do you think she was such an 
important role model during the war? 

 

Lesson 2 PowerPoint 
(printed for students to 

use) 
 

Fact file sheets 
 

Vera Lynn pictures 
 

Spotify – Vera Lynn 
songs 

Vera Lynn 
Songs 
 
We’ll Meet 
Again 
 
White Cliffs 
of Dover 
 
There’ll 
Always Be 
England 
 
Over the 
Rainbow 
 
I’ll Pray For 
You 
 
A Nightingale 
Sang in 
Barkley 
Square 
 
When you 
Wish Upon a 
Star 
 
Land of Hope 
and Glory 
 
Wish Me 
Luck As You 
Wave Me 
Goodbye 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/dame-vera-lynn-powerpoint-t2-h-5810
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/dame-vera-lynn-powerpoint-t2-h-5810
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/dame-vera-lynn-powerpoint-t2-h-5810
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/37i9dQZF1DZ06evO1oOQ7n?si=91f3fa87e521458c
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/37i9dQZF1DZ06evO1oOQ7n?si=91f3fa87e521458c


3 
 

L.O. To learn about 
Flanagan and Allen 

 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must understand 
their style of music 

2. I should 
understand the 

background of their 
songs. 

3. I could 
understand how 

their music affected 
the British people 

during WWII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Starter: Look at the pictures of Flanagan and Allen. What type of music duo 
do you think they were during the war? What is their style of music? 

 
Input: Using the Smarts, teach children about who Flanagan and Allen were 

and the history of some of their most famous songs. With each song you 
learn about, play the song in the background and give out the lyric sheets so 

that children to truly capture the meaning of the lyrics as they learn about 
them. 

 
 

Activity: Children should answer the questions about the songs they have 
just learnt about into their music books. Give example answers for guidance if 

needed. 
1. Which Flanagan and Allen song was your favourite? 

2. Why was it your favourite? 
3. How did you think this style of music made people alive during WWII feel? 
4. Do you like this Wartime style of music? Why or why not? (Can children 

use musical terminology to explain their answers) 
 

Plenary: Discuss children’s answer and explain we will be trying to create our 
own comedy lyrics next week in the style of Flanagan and Allen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 3 Smart board 
 

Lyric sheets to the 
three Flanagan and 

Allen Songs 
 

Spotify – Flanagan and 
Allen Songs 

Flanagan 
and Allen 
Songs 
 
We’re’ 
Gonna Hang 
Out the 
Washing on 
the Siegfried 
Line 
 
Run Rabbit 
Run 
 
Underneath 
the Arches  

https://open.spotify.com/artist/62ZiGUTPhgySJXKhGUpqhn?si=FIdW5XMxSFmMTmc-kfnr-g
https://open.spotify.com/artist/62ZiGUTPhgySJXKhGUpqhn?si=FIdW5XMxSFmMTmc-kfnr-g


4/5 L.O. To write a 
chorus in the style 

of Flanagan and 
Allen 

 
 

Success Criteria:  
1. I must write 

lyrics 
appropriate 
for a 
Flanagan 
and Allen 
style song 

2. I should 
create a 
melody for 
my song 

3. I could 
perform my 
Flanagan 
and Allen 
style chorus 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Starter: Recap what we learnt in last week’s lesson. 
 

Input: Explain to the children that they will be writing a chorus and/or verse 
for a Flanagan and Allen style song. Explain that the song needs to take a 
humorous twist on a serious wartime topic. As a class, brainstorm ideas on 

what their songs could be about. Show children an example about how 
rationing during WWII could be changed to pretend to eat like Kings and 

Queens.  
‘It's shopping day, let's go and get, 

Our rations for the week. 
With ham and butter and cheese and eggs 

We'll eat like Kings and Queens!’ 
 

Activity: Children write their own verse and/or chorus’ for a Flanagan and 
Allen style song either in groups, pairs or individually 

.  
LA: to change the lyrics of the shared write example.  

HA: to write more than one verse. 
 

Children can add percussion instruments when finishing writing their songs. 
 

Plenary: Children perform their Flanagan and Allen style songs to the class. 
Record the performances for evidence of progression. You could also 

invite the music lead or a member of SLT to watch the performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 4 Smart board 
 

Lined paper to write 
lyrics/music books 

 
Percussion instruments 

Writing their 
own verse 
and chorus in 
the style of 
Flanagan 
and Allen 
 
Composing a 
piece to 
include a 
vocal melody 
and 
unpitched 
percussion. 



6/7 
 

 

L.O. To appreciate 
wartime music 
through swing 

dancing 
 

Success Criteria: 
 

1. I must listen 
and 
appreciate 
the wartime 
song ‘ In the 
Mood’. 

2. I should 
learn how to 
dance in the 
style of 
swing 

3. I could 
perform a 
swing dance. 

 
 

Starter: 
Listen to the song ‘In the Mood’ by Glenn Miller. How does this song make 
you feel? How would it have made people living through the war feel? What 

instrumentation can you hear? Do you like the piece of music and why or why 
not? Can children use musical terminology to explain their answer. 

 
Input:  

Teach children the history of swing dancing using the Smart. Let children 
watch the different types of dances to compare and discuss what they think 

the similarities and differences are.  
Lindy Hop 

Jitterbug –  up to 0’57” 
Jive 

 
Task:  

Learn how to swing dance:  
(Basic) You can use this YouTube video to help teach Swing dancing. Pause 
the video if necessary to recap the step. There are more videos to learn more 

steps depending on how far you would like to extend the children.   
OR 

Learn how to Lindy Hop: 
(Little more advanced) You can use this YouTube video to help teach Lindy 

Hop. Pause the video if necessary to recap the step. This includes a lot more 
partner work and the pace is a little faster than the previous video. 

OR 
There are also some good units on Twinkl. Type in Swing Dance and a whole 

PE unit including different styles of swing dance will show up. 
 

Once children know the basic steps, put ‘In the Mood’ on repeat and allow the 
children to create/choreograph a swing style dance.  

 
Plenary:  

Allow children to perform their swing dancers as a pair to the class. Record 
to assess the children. 

 

The Glenn Miller 
Orchestra: In the Mood 

1941  
 

Smarts 
 

YouTube videos to 
show different dance 

styles 
 

Hall 
 
 

In the Mood 
by Glenn 
Miller 
 
Swing 
dancing 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmvKrPUo97E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tRFL4q5m7c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73KjGH7jcMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FvsnqL124Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61_8N5bMf-U&t=34s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vOUYry_5Nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vOUYry_5Nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vOUYry_5Nw

	Starter: Explain that we will be learning about a famous singer during World War II: Vera Lynn. Play her most famous song, We’ll Meet Again. Ask children to listen to the lyrics and think about their meaning. What do the children think the song is about?
	Input: Go through Vera Lynn PowerPoint discussing the key points of Vera Lynn’s life and her importance during the war.

